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I  have  taken  as  many  as  thirty-four  perfect  shells  from  one
cup,  showing  that  they  are  prolific.

They  fix  these  cups  in  indentations  and  crevices  and  under
overhanging  parts  of  the  rocks,  and  invariably  on  that  side
least  exposed  to  the  fury  of  the  waves  ;  and  this  circumstance
shows  that  even  in  this  animal  the  Great  Author  of  all  has  im-
planted  a  sense  of  guarding  its  young  from  injury,  proving
his  superintending  care  over  all  his  creatures.

The  accompanying  drawings  will  illustrate  the  above  state-
ment  :  —

Plate  I.  A,

Fig.  1.  Nidi  taken  from  under  the  whelk  when  in  the  act  of  forming  it.
—  2.  Nidi  after  the  escape  of  the  young.
—  3.  Magnified  view  of  the  upper  part  or  operculum  when  left  by  the

whelk.

IX.  —  Descriptions  of  Chalcidites  discovered  near  Conception,
in  South  America,  by  C.  Darwin,  Esq.  By  Francis
Walker,  F.L.S.

Lamprotatus  Alcander,  Mas.  JEneo-viridis  capreo  et  cyaneo  varius,  an-
tenna  fulvce,  pedes  fulvi,  ales  limpidce.

Corpus  breve,  robustum,  convexum,  aeneo-viride,  nitens,  scitissime  squa-
meum,  parce  hirtum  :  caput  transversum,  breve,  viride,  thorace  paullo  latius  ;
vertex  latus,  frons  impressa,  abrupte  declivis  :  oculi  run,  mediocres,  non  ex-
tantes:  antennae  fulvae,  subfiliformes,  thorace  non  longiores  ;  articulus  l  us
nigro-viridis,  longus,  gracilis  ;  2  US  longicyathiformis  ;  3  US  et  4  US  brevissimi  ;
5  US  etsequentes  usque  ad  10  um  breves,  approximati,  subaequales;  clavalon-
giconica,  compressa,  acuminata,  articulo  10°  duplo  longior  :  thorax  ovatus,
cupreo-aeneus  :  prothorax  brevissimus  :  mesothoracis  scutum  cyaneo-viride,
longitudine  latius  ;  parapsidum  suturae  bene  determinatae,  postice  approxi-
mates  ;  scutellum  subrotundum  :  paraptera  et  epimera  magna  :  metathorax
mediocris,  obconicus,  declivis  :  petiolus  sat  longus  :  abdomen  breviovatum,
cupreo-varium,  supra  planum,  basi  cyaneo-viride,  thorace  multo  brevius  ;
segmentum  ]  um  magnum,  2  um  et  sequentia  brevia  :  pedes  fulvi,  simplices,
subaequales ; coxae virides ; tarsi apice fusci :  alse amplae, limpidae ; squamulae
fuscae  ;  nervi  fulvi  ;  nervus  humeralis  ulnari  fere  duplo  longior,  radialis
ulnari  non  brevior,  cubitali  multo  longior  ;  stigma  minutum.  (Corp.  long,
lin.  1  ;  alar.  lin.  2.)

Gastrancistrus  Cephalon,  Fern.  Cupreus,  antennce  nigra,  pedes  lutei,
femora  basi  nigra,  alee  limpidce.

Corpus  cupreum,  convexum,  nitens,  scitissime  squameum,  parce  hirtum  ;
caput  transversum,  breve,  thorace  latius;  vertex  latus;  frons  impressa,
abrupte  declivis  :  oculi  run,  mediocres,  non  extantes  :  antennas  subclavatae,
nigrae,  satgraciles,  submoniliformes,  thorace  non  longiores;  articulus  l  us  lon-
gus, sublinearis ; 2 US cyathiformis ; 3 US et 4 US minimi ; 5 US et sequentes usque
ad  10  um  breves,  approximati,  subaequales;  clava  longiconica,  acuminata,  ar-
ticulo  10°  plus  duplo  longior:  thorax  ovatus:  prothorax  transversus,  me-
diocris,  antice  angustus  :  mesothoracis  scutum  longitudine  latius  ;  parapsi-
dum  suturae  bene  determinatae,  postice  approximatae  ;  scutellum  subconicum:
metathorax  brevis,  postice  angustus  :  petiolus  brevissimus  :  abdomen  ova-
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turn,  laeve,  supra  planum,  subtus  carinatum,  apice  acuminatum,  thorace
paullo  brevius  :  pedes  lutei,  simplices,  subaequales  ;  coxae  virides  ;  femora  basi
nigra  ;  tarsi  apice  fusci  :  alae  limpidse  ;  squamulae  piceae  ;  nervi  fulvi  ;  ner-
vus  humeralis  ulnari  multo  longior,  radialis  ulnari  paullo  brevior,  cubitali
mul  to  longior  ;  stigma  minuium.  (Corp.  long.  tin.  4  ;  alar.  iin.  l£.)

Pteromalus  Calenus,  Mas.  /Eneo-viridit,  abdomen  cupreum,  antenna
nigra?,  pedes  fulvi,  femora  viridia,  ales  limpida.

Corpus  con  vexum,  aeneo-viride,  nitens,  scitissime  squameum,  parcehirtum:
caput  transversum,  breve,  thorace  latius  ;  vertex  latus  ;  frons  impressa.
abrupte  declivis  :  oculi  rufi,  mediocres,  non  extantes  :  antennae  nigrae,  subcla-
vatae,  thorace  paullo  longiores  ;  articulus  l  us  longus,  gracilis,  2  U8  longicyathi-
formis  ;  3  U8  et  4"  3  minimi;  5"  8  et  sequentes  ad  10  ura  subaequales;  clava
conica,  articulo  10°  multo  longior  :  thorax  ovatus  :  prothorax  transversus,
brevissimus  :  mesothoracis  scutum  longitudine  latius  ;  parapsidum  suturae
vix  conspicuae  ;  scutellum  subconicum  :  paraptera  magna  ;  metathorax  brevi-
obconicus,  declivis:  petiolus  brevissimus:  abdomen  cupreum,  sublineare,
depressum,  laeve,  fere  glabrum.  thorace  multo  angustius  et  paullo  brevius  :
pedes  fulvi,  simplices,  subaequales  ;  coxae  virides  ;  femora  viridia,  apice  fulva  ;
tarsi  apice  fusci  ;  mesotibiae  fuscae;  metatibiae  piceo-cinctae  :  alae  limpidae  ;
squamulae  piceae;  nervi  fusci;  nervus  humeralis  ulnari  duplo  longior,  radia-
lis  ulnari  non  brevior,  cubitali  paullo  longior  ;  stigma  minutum.  (Corp.  long.
Iin.  1  ;  alar.  Iin.  1-|.)

Derostenus  Alcetas,  Mas.  Viridis,  antenna  nigra?,  pedes  flavi,  ala  fulvo-
tincta.

Corpus  breve,  convexum,  viride,  nitens,  subtilissime  squameum,  parce
hirtum  :  caput  transversum,  breve,  thorace  vix  latius  :  vertex  latus  ;  frons
impressa,  abrupte  declivis  :  oculi  rufi,  mediocres,  non  extantes  :  antennae
graciles,  submoniliformes,  nigrae,  apice  acuminatae,  thorace  non  longiores  ;
articulus  l  us  longus,  sublinearis  ;  2  lis  et  sequentes  usque  ad  clavam  breves  :
thorax  ovatus,  cupreo-varius:  prothorax  brevissimus,  supra  non  conspicuus  :
mesothoracis  scutum  longitudine  latius  ;  parapsidum  suturae  bene  determi-
natae,  postice  approximatae  :  scutellum  obconicum  :  metathorax  magnus,  de-
clivis,  obconicus  :  petiolus  sat  longus  :  abdomen  breviovatum,  laeve,  fere
planum,  thorace  multo  brevius  :  pedes  pallide  flavi,  graciles,  subaequales  ;
coxae  virides  ;  ungues  et  pulvilli  fusci  :  alae  fulvo-tinctae,  latae  ;  squamulae
piceae;  nervi  flavi;  nervus  ulnaris  humerali  multo  longior,  radialis  vixullus,
cubitalis  brevissimus.  (Corp.  long.  Iin.  £;  alar.  Iin.  1^.)

Closterocerus  Cercius,  Fern.  Viridis,  abdominis  discus  purpureas,  an-
tenna  nigra,  pedes  nigri,  tarsi  flavi,  ala  fusco-nebulosa.

Corpus  sublineare,  fere  planum,  laete  viride,  nitens,  scitissime  squameum,
parce  hirtum  :  caput  transversum,  brevissimum,  impressum,  thorace  non  la-
tius  ;  frons  abrupte  declivis  :  oculi  rufi,  mediocres,  non  extantes  :  antennae
nigrae,  graciles,  submoniliformes,  apice  acuminatae,  thorace  paullo  breviores  ;
articulus  l  u8  longus,  sublinearis;  2  US  et  sequentes  usque  ad  clavam  breves,
subaequales  :  thorax  ovatus  :  prothorax  brevissimus,  supra  non  conspicuus  :
mesothoracis  scutum  longitudine  latius  ;  parapsidum  suturae  non  bene  deter-
minatae  ;  scutellum  aeneo-viride,  obconicum  :  metathorax  brevis,  postice  an-
gustus  :  petiolus  brevissimus  :  abdomen  ovatum,  subtus  carinatum,  thorace
brevius,  non  latius  ;  discus  purpureus  :  pedes  nigri,  simplices,  subaequales  ;
coxae  virides  ;  genua  fulva  ;  tibiae  apice  flavae  ;  tarsi  flavi,  apice  fusci  :  alae
sublimpida  1  ,  ciliatae,  fusco  obsolete  nebulosae;  squamulae  piceae  ;  nervi  fulvi;
nervus  ulnaris  humerali  multo  longior,  radialis  vix  alius,  cubitalis  brevissi-
mus,  in  alae  discum  abrupte  declivis  ;  stigma  minutum.  (Corp.  long.  Iin.  -J  ;
alar.  Iin.  1^.)
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Bellerus  (N.G.)  Anaitis  (Haliday  MSS.),  Mas.  Viridis,  antennae  nigrce,
pedes  virides,  tarsi  fusci,  alee  subfuscce.

Corpus  gracile,  sublineare,  convexum,  viride,  nitens,  scitissime  squameum,
parce  hirtum  :  caput  transversum,  brevissimum,  thorace  vix  latius  ;  vertex
satlatus;  irons  impressa,  abrupte  decli  vis  :  oculi  run,  mediocres,  non  ex-
tantes  :  antennae  1  2-articulatae  ?,  graciles,  moniliformes,  nodosae,  verticillato-
pilosae,  corpore  paullo  breviores  ;  articulus  l  us  longus,  sublinearis;  2  US  bre-
vis ; 3 US et sequentesusque ad 9 um verticillo setarum ornati ; 5 l,s et sequentiura
quisque  ad  9"  m  gracillimi,  lineares,  apice  ubi  setae  insident  in  clavam  globo-
sam  latescentes  ;  clava  triarticulata,  fusiformis,  acuminata  :  thorax  longi-
ovatus  :  prothorax  transversus,  sat  magnus,  antice  angustus  :  mesothoracis
scutum  longitudine  latius  ;  parapsidum  suturae  optime  determinatae,  postice
approximatae  ;  paraptera  et  epimera  magna  ;  scutellum  subovatum  :  meta-
thorax  mediocris,  obconicus,  declivis  :  petiolus  brevissimus  :  abdomen  sub-
lineare,  planum,  laeve,  thorace  angustius  et  multo  brevius  :  pedes  virides,
simplices,  subaequales  ;  trochan  teres  picei  ;  genua  fusca  ;  tarsi  4-articulati,
fusci  ;  ungues  et  pulvilli  minuti  ;  protarsi  basi  flavi  ;  alae  subfuscae  ;  squamulae
piceae;  nervi  fusci  ;  nervus  ulnaris  humerali  multo  longior,  radialis  humerali
{)aullo  brevior,  cubitali  plus  duplo  longior;  stigma  minutum.  (Corp.  long,
in.  f  ;  alar.  lin.  1-J-.)

Tetrastichus  Naucles,  Fern.  Ater,  abdomen  nigro-ameum,  antennce  picece,
pedes  fulvi,  femora  nigra,  metatibicefusco-cinctce,  alee  sublimpidce.

Corpus  validum,  convexum,  atrum,  nitens,  laeve,  parce  hirtum  :  caput
transversum,  brevissimum,  thoracis  latitudine  ;  vertex  sat  latus  ;  frons  im-
pressa,  abrupte  declivis  :  oculirufi,  mediocres,  non  extantes  :  antennae  piceae,
subclavatae,  thorace  vix  longiores  :  thorax  ovatus  :  prothorax  brevissimus,
supra  vix  conspicuus  :  mesothoracis  scutum  magnum,  longitudine  non  latius;
parapsidum  suturae  bene  determinatae,  remotae,  postice  approximatae  ;  scu-
tellum  bisulcatum,  semicirculum  fingens  :  metathorax  brevis,  transversus,
declivis  :  petiolus  brevissimus  :  abdomen  ovatum,  nigro-aeneum,  supra  pla-
num,  subtus  carinatum,  apice  acuminatum,  thorace  paullo  longius  :  pedes
fulvi,  simplices,  subaequales;  coxae  nigrae;  femora  nigra,  apice  fulva  ;  tarsi
apice  fusci;  metatibiae  fusco-cinctae  :  alae  sublimpidae,  pubescentes;  squa-
mulae  piceae  ;  nervi  fusci  ;  nervus  ulnaris  humerali  fere  duplo  longior,  ra-
dialis  nullus,  cubitalis  sat  longus;  stigma  minutum.  (Corp.  long.  lin.  1  ;
alar.  lin.  1|.)

Tetrastichus  Norax,  Fern.  Ater,  antennae  picece,  pedes  flavi,  femora  ni-
gra, alee limpidce.

Praecedente  gracilior.  Corpus  sublineare,  convexum,  atrum,  nitens,  laeve,
parce  hirtum  :  caput  transversum,  brevissimum,  thoracis  latitudine  ;  vertex
sat  latus  ;  frons  impressa,  abrupte  declivis  :  oculi  rufi,  mediocres,  non  ex-
tantes  :  antennae  piceae,  subclavatae,  thorace  non  longiores;  articulus  l  us  ni-
ger  :  thorax  ovatus  :  prothorax  brevissimus,  supra  vix  conspicuus  :  mesotho-
racis  scutum  longitudine  non  latius  ;  parapsidum  suturae  remotae,  bene
determinatae,  postice  approximatae  ;  scutellum  bisulcatum,  semicirculum  fin-
gens  :  metathorax  brevis,  declivis  :  petiolus  brevissimus  :  abdomen  ovatum,
supra  planum,  subtus  carinatum,  apice  acuminatum,  thorace  non  longius  :
pedes  flavi,  simplices,  subaequales  ;  coxae  nigrae  ;  femora  nigra,  apice  flava  ;
tarsi  apice  fusci:  alae  limpidae  ;  squamulae  piceae;  nervi  fulvi;  nervus  ulnaris
humerali  duplo  longior,  radialis  nullus,  cubitalis  sat  longus;  stigma  minu-
tum.  (Corp.  long.  lin.  4;  alar.  lin.  1^.)
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