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One Oyster’s Solution to the Drill Problem
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AN AMERICAN OYSTER, Crassostrea virginica (Gmelin,
1791) may have solved for itself the oyster drill problem.
This bivalve captured a thick lipped drill, Eupleura cau-
data (Say, 1822) by apparently closing its valves on the
snail’s proboscis which was inserted through a hole drilled
in the margin of the oyster shell (Figure 7). The oyster ap-
parently then held its enemy until the drill expired. Shell
material was deposited around the snail permanently affix-
ing it to the oyster’s upper valve (Figure 2). We do not
know whether or not thisserved asa warning toother drills
with predatory designs on our hero. This prodigious feat
came to light during an examination of a dredge sample
of oysters from Cape Romain, South Carolina.

Explanation of Figures I, 2

Figure I: The oyster showing drill attached
Figure 2: The inside of the oyster shell showing growth of shell
material around the captive drill



ImEE BHL

Biodiversity Heritage Library

Burrell, Victor G. 1975. "1 OYSTERS SOLUTION TO THE DRILL PROBLEM." The
veliger 17, 334-334.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/134953
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/97550

Holding Institution
Smithsonian Libraries and Archives

Sponsored by
Biodiversity Heritage Library

Copyright & Reuse

Copyright Status: In Copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
Rights Holder: California Malacozoological Society

License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Rights: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions/

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 22 September 2023 at 02:34 UTC


https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/134953
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/97550
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

