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NOTES  &  NEWS

Starved Abalones

BY
NETTIE  MacGINITIE

AND
GEORGE  E.  MacGINITIE

Friday Harbor, Washington 98250

That abalones stay pretty much in one place and do not
wander extensively is no doubt a matter of fairly common
knowledge among divers interested in our subtidal fauna.
Evidence for a "home' - instinct is found in the abalones
that not infrequently are taken with shells abraded on the
top because the animals were living between rock ledges
that provided too shallow a space. This abrasion is some-
times so extensive that the shell is entirely worn away
between two or more of the apertures. It is improbable
that  a  wanderer  would have stayed in  a  place that
pemitted so little freedom of movement.

It would seem that if anything would induce an abalone
to move, it would be lack of food, but apparently not even
starvation can induce this mollusk to move far from
"home." On 28 April, 1958, an abalone diver, Mr. Dale
Seeman, brought to the Kerckhoff Marine Laboratory
some abalones that had been collected near the Laguna
Beach outfall. In this area the seaweeds had been killed
off, no doubt largely by the fresh water from the outfall.
The abalones that Mr. Seeman brought to us were ob-
viously in a starved condition. The animals appeared
shrunken within their shells and the flesh was not firm.
Mr. Seeman said that all the abalones in the area denuded
of seaweeds were in the same emaciated condition. Typical
of such abalones was a Haliotis corrugata Gray with a
shell measuring 6j4 inches in length, 5 1/16 inches in
width, and 1% inches in height at its highest point. The
foot of the animal measured 3'/ 2 inches in length. 2*4
inches in width, and was 9/16 inch below the level of the
margin of the shell. The mantle did not extend to the
margins of the shell. Along the sides it lacked ^4 inch and
at the ends 15/16 inch of reaching the margin of the shell.

Concerning
"The Mollusca of the Santa Barbara County Area. Part II

Gastropoda and Amphineura."

BY
EUGENE  COAN

Department of Biological Sciences, Stanford University
Stanford, California 94305

In 1964, I published a checklist of recent records of
Pelecypoda and Scaphopoda from Santa Barbara County.
The material in my collection upon which this report was
based was then donated to the Geology Department of
the California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco. I
had originally planned to complete this work with a sub-
sequent article covering the Gastropoda and Amphineura.
It has become apparent that, considering the difficulty
of making specific identifications of this material and my
preoccupation with graduate work, I will not be able
to complete this task.

For this reason, I have donated the remainder of my
material  to  the  California  Academy  of  Sciences  so
that the entire collection can be together. It is to be
hoped that some worker in the future will avail himself
of these specimens so that such a checklist can be com-
pleted.

Concerning the Stanford University Set of Mollusca
from the Branner-Agassiz Expedition to Brazil

BY
EUGENE  COAN

Department of Biological Sciences, Stanford University
Stanford, California 94305

Dall (1901) reported on a collection of mollusks ob-
tained on the coastal reefs of Northeastern Brazil by Dr.
J. C. Branner of the Geology Department of Stanford
University. One series of this material was retained at
Stanford, the remainder presumably having been depos-
ited at the United States National Museum. It arrived
at Stanford prior to the establishment of a formal, well-
curated collection of recent mollusks in the Geology
Department and was catalogued under different systems,
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