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Wfthin the past 10 YEARS, numcrous technical and pop-
ular reference books have been published which identify
or index various opisthobranch mollusks from the Pacific
coast  of  America  (e.g.,  Russell,  1971;  Keen,  1971;
Abbott,  1974;  Smith  &  Carlton,  1975;  Allen,  1976;
Straughan  &  Klink,  1980;  Behrens,  1980;  and  Mor-
ris,  Abbott  & Haderlie,  1980).  These important  works
are widely distributed and are used by numerous re-
searchers, students, and others as primary taxonomic
sources. However, a close scrutiny of the opisthobranch
sections of these books reveals significant discrepancies in
authorship and publication dates among those species de-
scribed in papers written by James Graham Cooper and
Theodore Dru Alison Cockerell. Since 22 of these species
account for nearly 15% of the currently recognized opis-
thobranch taxa from the Oregonian and Californian zoo-
geographic faunal provinces, a proper resolution of these
differences may be useful.

Table 1 lists the complete and correct citations (includ-
ing original page of description) for 31 specific and 4
generic taxa. The arrangement of the first 22 species fol-
lows  Behrens  (1980)  and  Cadien  {in  Straughan  &
Klink, 1980). Those 9 species marked with an * are either
junior synonyms or are considered questionable or unrec-
ognizable by modern workers.

DISCUSSION

Cooper published 3 articles in 1863 in which he described
opisthobranch taxa. The species described in the first
paper (Cooper, 1863a) have often been cited erroneously
as Cooper, 1862. This article appeared in the Proceedings
of the California Academy of Natural Sciences for 1862,
but its date of publication was January 1863, as printed on
page 205 of the issue (see also Ferreira & Bertsch, 1975 :
327)-

The other Cooper articles usually have appeared cor-
rectly in bibliographic and taxonomic references.
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Cockerell ( i 90 i a) described 2 eolid and i dorid nudi-
branch species in the Journal of Malacology. This date
usually has been cited correctly. Cockerell submitted a
description of 3 species of chromodorids from southern
California for publication in The Nautilus. This paper was
published in June 1902, nearly 7 months after the publi-
cation of his article (in the 28 November 1901 issue of the
British journal Nature) on the pigments of these same 3
nudibranchs. Nomenclatural priority clearly belongs to
this  paper in Nature (Cockerell,  1901b) because it  in-
cludes (recognizable) descriptions with proper scientific
names. Such an inadvertent publication of new taxa prior
to the intended description is reminiscent of the circum-
stances leading to Murex hirasei Hirase, 19 15 (cf. Radwin
& D'Attilio, 1976: 66). The proper citation for the three
species (original genus given for simplicity) Chromodoris
universitatis, C. porterae, and C. macfarlandi is Cockerell,
1901.

Taxa  described  in  Cockerell  &  Eliot,  1905,  have  re-
ceived the greatest amount of inconsistent references.
Reading the text carefully can eliminate these problems.
All new taxa in this work require listing as ". . . in Cock-
erell & Eliot, 1905." On page 31, Eliot writes, "The new
specific names are due to him, [i.e., Cockerell] the generic
names to me." Throughout the text (with the exception
mentioned below) new taxa are indicated solely by "n. sp."
Further indication is unnecessary since Eliot's statement
unequivocally designates authorship. It should be noted
that modem authors rightly prefer to state authorship with
the introduction of each new specific name (cf. Farmer in
Farmer  &  Sloan,  1964,  and  Bertsch  in  Bertsch,  Fer-
reira, Farmer & Hayes, 1973).

The genus Dirona and the species D. picta and D. albo-
lineata are clearly and properly attributed to MacFarland,
since the authors do not use just manuscript names, but
actually present complete quotations from the notebooks
of MacFarland describing these taxa. Cockerell & Eliot
inserted these quotations as separate entities, not as auxil-
iary or supportive quotes of another author for their work.
This is tantamount to including a section or chapter writ-
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ten by MacFarland. Therefore, just as it is correct to cite
Lance  in  Keen,  197  i,  and McDonald  in  Smith  & Carl-
ton, 1975, for the proper authorship of the respective
nudibranch sections in those works, the proper citation
for  Dirona,  D.  albolineata  and D.  picta  is  MacFarland
in COCKERELL & EUOT, I9O5.

The abbreviation for authorship of taxa described in
Cockerell & EHot, 1905, is either Cockerell, 1905, Eliot,
1905 (Phyllobranchopsis), or MacFarland, 1905. The com-
plete, correct citation, however, is preferable because it
is clearer and facilitates bibliographic information re-
trieval.
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