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New  Distributional  Records  for  Two  California  Nudibranchs
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During  surveys  of  intertidal  opisthobranch  mollusk
communities in northern and central California, two nudi-
branchs were collected which represent a geographical
range extension for each species. Both specimens were
sighted in zone 3 rocky intertidal  habitats (Ricketts &
Calvin, 1968).

Ancula lentiginosa Farmer, in Farmer and Sloan, 1964

Relatively few sightings of the goniodorid Ancula lenti-
ginosa have been reported since the original description.
Lance (1966) reported observing a specimen in a rocky
intertidal region at Bahia de los Angeles, Baja California,
establishing the southern extent of the geographical dis-
tribution. Along the California coast A. lentiginosa has
been  reported  from  La  Jolla  (Farmer  &  Sloan,  1964),
from Santa Barbara County (Sphon & Lance, 1968), in
San Luis Obispo County (Roller & Long, i 969) and from
Asilomar Beach, Monterey County (Nybakken, 1978).

One specimen of Ancula lentiginosa was collected at the
Frontier  Arts  Nature  Reserve,  Marin  County  (Lat.  37
52'22"N;  Long.  i22°36'56"W)  on  August  9,  1979.  This
specimen exhibited the solid freckled coloration pattern
as described by Farmer & Sloan (1964). Previous to this
sighting, the northern limit of the geographical range was
considered to be Elkhorn Slough, Monterey County (Gary
McDonald,  personal  communication  5-XI-1979).  The
specimen collected in Marin County extends the northern
limit of the geographical range 1 1 7.3 km. This specimen
has been deposited in the invertebrate collection at the
California  Academy  of  Sciences,  San  Francisco,  as  a
voucher specimen #1102.

Hallaxa chani Gosliner and Williams, 1975

Reported sightings of Hallaxa chani are limited primarily
to the original description (Gosliner & Williams, 1975).
Nybakken (1978) sighted a specimen at Asilomar Beach,
Monterey  County.  McDonald  &  Nybakken  (1978)  re-
ported 3 specimens from Morro Bay, San Luis Obispo
County, feeding upon the encrusting ascidian Didernnum
carnulentum Ritter and Forsyth, 191 7.

A single specimen of Hallaxa chani was collected at
Abalone  Beach,  Humboldt  County  (Lat.  4i°o7  /  2o"N;

Long.  i24°09'32"W)  on  April  28,  1979.  The  specimen
was observed on the angiosperm Phyllospadix scouleri
Hoof,  1839;  Gosliner  &  Williams  (1975)  cite  Phyllo-
spadix as an algal substrate particularly associated with
H. chani. The external coloration and morphology of the
collected specimen is consistent with the original descrip-
tion. The preserved specimen was sent to Dr. Terrence
M. Gosliner who confirmed its identity.

The previous northernmost occurrence for this species
is Bird Rock, Tomales Point,  Marin County (Lat.  38°i4'
N;  Long.  i23°oo'W);  the  southern  extent  of  the  geo-
graphical  distribution is  Shell  Beach,  San Luis  Obispo
County  (Lat.  35°i2'N;  Long.  i20°43'W)  (Gosliner  &
Williams, 1975). The collected specimen from Humboldt
County represents a northern geographical range exten-
sion of 320 km.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I would like to thank Dr. Gosliner for his support and en-
couragement and Mr. Gary McDonald for his assistance.

Literature  Cited

Farmer, Wesley Merrill fc Allan J. Sloan
1964. A new opisthobranch mollusk from La Jolla, California.

The Veliger 6 (3) : 148- 150; pit. 18; 2 text figs. (i January 1964)
Gosliner, Terrence M. t Gary C. Williams

'975- A genus of dorid nudibranch previously unrecorded from the
Pacific coast of the Americas, with the description of a new species.
The Veliger 17 (4): 396-405; 11 text figs. (1 April 1975)

Lance, James Robert
1966. New distributional records of some northeastern Pacific Opistho-

branchiata (Mollusca : Gastropoda) with descriptions of two new
species. The Veliger 9(1): 69-81; 12 text figs. (1 July 1966)

McDonald, Gary R. & James Willard Nybakken
1978. Additional notes on the food of some California nudibranchs

with a summary of known food habits of California species. The Veliger
2i  (1):  no-  119  (1  July  1978)

Nybakken, James Willard
1978. Abundance, diversity and temporal variability in a California

intertidal nudibranch assemblage. Mar. Biol. 45(2): 129-146;
15  text  figs.  (1  July  1977)

Ricketts, Edward E » Jack Calvin
1952. Between Pacific tides. Stanford Univ. Press, Stanford, Calif

v - xiii + 3 - 502 ; 46 pits. ; 1 34 text figs.
Roller, Richard A. & Steven J. Long

1969. An annotated list of opisthobranchs from San Luis Obispo
County, California. The Veliger n (4): 424-430 (1 April 1969)

Sphon, Gale G. & James Robert Lance
1968. An annotated list of nudibranchs and their allies from Santa

Barbara County, California. Proc. Calif. Acad. Sci. 36(3):
73-84;  1  fig.  (25  September  1968)



Jaeckle, William B. 1981. "NEW DISTRIBUTIONAL RECORDS FOR 2 CALIFORNIA
NUDIBRANCHS." The veliger 23, 240–240. 

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/134165
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/93715

Holding Institution 
Smithsonian Libraries and Archives

Sponsored by 
Biodiversity Heritage Library

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: In Copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
Rights Holder: California Malacozoological Society
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
Rights: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions/

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 22 September 2023 at 15:33 UTC

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/134165
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/93715
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

