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Late  Pleistocene  deposits  at  Arredondo,  Alachua  County,  Flor-
ida,  contain  a  rich  avifauna  (Brodkorb,  1959).  It  represents  two
ecological  communities,  one  a  fresh  water  marsh  with  adjacent  wet
meadows,  and  the  other  a  scrub  community.  Two  additional  birds
are  now  added,  an  extinct  vulture  and  the  living  short-eared  owl,
both  from  Arredondo  II.  With  these  additions  the  total  known

avifauna  from  the  Arredondo  Pleistocene  stands  at  45  species.

Family  Cathartidae

Coragyps  occidental™  (L.  Miller)

Distal  end  of  juvenile  right  tibiotarsus,  PB  8422.  This  element
is  more  robust  than  in  the  living  black  vulture,  C.  atratus  (Bech-
stein ) .

The  least  anterior  width  of  the  intercondylar  sulcus  measures
4.3  mm  in  the  Arredondo  fossil.  Six  tibiotarsi  of  C.  occidentalis

from  the  Pleistocene  of  Reddick,  Florida,  measure  3.6-4.2  (mean
4.3).  In  recent  specimens  the  comparable  measurement  is  2.7-3.7
(mean  3.2)  in  nine  C.  a.  atratus  from  Florida,  and  2.9-3.1  (mean
3.0)  in  three  C.  a.  brasiliensis  from  the  tropics.

The  distal  width  of  the  Arredondo  tibiotarsus  is  13.4  mm,  and
it  is  13.0-13.9  (mean  13.5)  in  four  C.  occidentalis  from  Reddick.
In  nine  Recent  C.  a.  atratus  it  measures  11.3-12.0  (mean  11.7),  and
in  three  Recent  C.  a.  brasiliensis  13.0-13.9  (mean  13.4).  The  mea-
surements  of  the  fossils  from  Arredondo  and  Reddick  compare  well
with  those  of  17  tibiotarsi  of  C.  occidentalis  from  the  Pleistocene  of

San  Josecito,  Nuevo  Leon  (  Howard,  1968  )  .
Coragyps  occidentalis  is  known  from  three  sites  in  Florida,  Red-

dick  (Brodkorb,  1957),  Haile  XI  B  (Ligon,  1965),  and  now  Arre-
dondo.

Family  Strigidae

Asio  flammeus  (  Pontoppidan  )  .  Distal  end  of  right  tibiotarsus,
PB  8423.
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The  short-eared  owl  is  separable  by  size  from  all  other  owls
except  Asio  otus.  Although  very  similar  superficially,  the  shaft  of
Asio  otus  is  smaller,  and  there  is  a  small  groove  on  the  anterior,
inner  (intercondylar  sulcus  facing)  surface  of  the  external  condyle
not  found  on  A.  flammeus.

This  is  only  the  second  fossil  occurrence  of  Asio  flammeus  in
Florida.  Ligon  (1965)  reported  the  first  from  Haile  XI  B.

These  additions  to  the  avifauna  strengthen  the  conclusion  that
the  sites  at  Reddick,  Arredondo,  and  Haile  XI  B  are  of  approxi-
mately  the  same  age,  whether  Sangamon  (Webb,  in  press)  or  more
generally  Rancholabrean  (Ligon,  1965).

Literature  Cited

Brodkorb,  Pierce.  1957.  New  passerine  birds  from  the  Pleistocene  of  Red-
dick,  Florida.  Jour.  Paleo.,  vol.  31,  no.  1,  pp.  128-138.

.  1959.  The  Pleistocene  avifauna  of  Arredondo,  Florida.  Bull.  Flor-
ida  State  Mus.,  vol.  4,  no.  9,  pp.  269-291.

Howard,  Hildegarde.  1968.  Limb  measurements  of  the  extinct  vulture,
Coragyps  occidentalis,  with  a  description  of  new  subspecies.  Papers
Arch.  Soc.  New  Mexico,  vol.  1,  pp.  115-128.

Ligon,  J.  David.  1965.  A  Pleistocene  avifauna  from  Haile,  Florida.  Bull.
Florida  State  Mus.,  vol.  10,  no.  4,  pp.  127-158.

Webb,  S.  David.  In  press.  Chronology  of  Pleistocene  land  mammals  of
Florida.  In  S.  David  Webb,  editor,  Pleistocene  mammals  of  Florida.
University  of  Florida  Press,  Gainesville.

Florida  State  Museum,  University  of  Florida,  Gainesville,  Flor-
ida  32601.

Quart.  Jour.  Florida  Acad.  Sci.  35(1)  1972



Frailey, Carl D. 1972. "Additions to the Pleistocene avifauna of Arredondo,
Florida." Quarterly journal of the Florida Academy of Sciences 35, 53–54. 

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/129617
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/91477

Holding Institution 
Smithsonian Libraries

Sponsored by 
Biodiversity Heritage Library

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: In Copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
Rights: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions/

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 21 September 2023 at 16:40 UTC

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/129617
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/91477
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

