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Fig.  1:  Pocodesmus  greeni  (Pocock).  Right  side  of  7th  segment,  posterior  aspect.  Figs.  2-8:
Singhalocryptus  alticola,  n.  sp.  —  2  :  Front  of  head,  most  setae  omitted.  —  3  :  Left  side  of  collum,
dorsal  aspect.  —  4:  Left  paranotum  of  12th  segment,  dorsal  aspect.  —  5:  Right  side  of  segment  7,
posterior  aspect,  drawn  to  same  scale  as  Fig.  1.  —  6:  Hypoproct  and  base  of  paraprocts,  ventral
aspect.  —  7:  gonopods  and  adjacent  parts  of  segment  7,  posteroventral  aspect.  —  8:  Left  gono-
pod,  mesal  aspect.  Fig.  9:  Singhalocryptus  ceylonicus  (Pocock).  Left  paranotum  of  12th  segment,

drawn  to  same  scale  as  Fig.  4.
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Pocodesmus  greeni  (Pocock)  (Fig.  1)

Cryptodesmus  greeni  Pocock,  1892,  J.  Bombay  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.  7:  154,  pi.  II,  Fig.  3.  Holotype  S,
Brit.  Mus.,  Nat.  Hist.,  from  Pundaloya,  Ceylon.

Pocodesmus  greeni  :  Cook,  1896,  Brandt ia  4:  23.

The  holotype  of  this  species  is  in  relatively  good  condition  aside  from  the  incrustation
and  corrosion  resulting  from  80  years   immersion  in   spirit.   Pocock  was  entirely   correct
in  noting  the  differences  in  paranotal  form  between  greeni  and  ceylonieus.  It  is,  however,
curious   that   he   did   not   notice   the   prominent   setose   frontal   projection  of   the   former.

At  the  time  of  my  examination  a  drawing  was  made  of  the  gonopod  structure,  but
unfortunately   later   misplaced.   It   is   possible   nonetheless   to   state   that   there   is   general
similarity   to   that   of   Singhalocryptus   alticola,   except   for   a   distinct   distal   broadening   of
the  telopodite,   visible  to  some  extent  in   the  small   scale  drawing  of   the  7th  segment.
Figure  1.

Singhalocryptus  gen.  nov.

Type  species  :  S.  alticola,  sp.  nov.
Diagnosis:   An  otodesmine  genus  in   which  the  body  is   composed  of   20   segments

in   both   sexes;   ozopores   are   absent;   metaterga   with   normally   four   transverse   rows   of
tubercules,  increasing  in  size  up  to  those  of  the  3rd  series,  those  of  the  4th  abruptly  much
smaller;   paranota  moderately   wide,   the  caudal   edge  with  six   large  lobes  separated  by
six  deep  indentations;  anterior  edge  nearly  straight  and  smooth.

Front   of   head   with   a   prominent   median   sulcus   and   depressed   interantennal   tri-
angular space;  labroclypeal  area  elevated,  smooth,  set  off  by  a  transverse  groove,  center

of  frons  in  males  with  a  prominent  bilobed  lanose  projection.  7th  antennomere  with  a
low  but  distinct  sensory  knob  on  outer  side.

Gonopod   aperture   large,   broadest   anteriorly,   the   anterior   edge   with   duplicature
forming  a  deep  transverse  cavity.  Coxae  large,  of  the  polydesmoid  form  but  the  ventral
surface  not  excavated;  telopodites  large,  long  and  slender,  in  contact  medially,  extending
forward   between   legs   of   6th   segment;   prostatic   groove   ending   on   a   short   projection
just  beyond  midlength  of  telopodite.

Singhalocryptus  alticola  sp.  nov.  (Figs.   2-8)

Type   material:   Male   holotype   (Mus.   Geneve)   from   Pidurutalagala,   ±2500   m..
Central   Province,   Ceylon   (Sri   Lanka);   29   January   1970   (C.   Besuchet   &   I.   Lobi).

Diagnosis:   With  the  characters  of   the  genus;   about  50%  larger  than  S.   ceylonieus
and  with  the  marginal  profile  of  the  paranota  differing  from  that  species  as  shown  in
Figures  4  and  9,  and  detailed  in  the  following  account  of  ceylonieus.

Holotype:   Adult   male,   14.0mm   in   length,   3.9   mm   in   greatest   width,   VV/L   ratio,
27.8%.   General   coloration   dorsally   light   grayish-brown,   middle   of   metaterga   more
yellowish-brown;   prozona   with   a   bluish   cast;   undersides   of   paranota   gray;   antennae
bright  reddish-pink  except  6th  article  which  is  nearly  white,  sensory  cones  crimson  red.
Sternal   regions   yellowish-white,   coxae   more   yellow,   remaining   podomeres   reddish-
brown  except  apical  fourth  of  tarsi  where  the  red  color  changes  into  brown,  then  nearly
white.
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Head  (Fig.  2)  somewhat  flattened  in  front;  epicranial  groove  prominently  impressed,
merging  ventrally  into  a  distinct  triangular  interantennal  fossa  ;  a  conspicuous  transverse
groove   separating   frontogenal   area   from   labroclypeus.   Genae   strongly   convex,   the
lateral  margin  set  off,   and  densely  setose;  frons  with  a  large  convex  median  process
covered   with   long,   dense,   yellow   hairs.   Labroclypeus   somewhat   prolonged   ventrad,
slightly   elevated,   smooth   and   polished,   with   numerous   scatterred   setae.   Interantennal
isthmus   broad   (0.6   mm),   wider   than   length   of   first   two   antennomeres   combined.
Antennae   conspicuously   davate,   geniculate   between   articles   3   and   4,   increasing   in
thickness  up  to  6th  article,   7th  relatively  large,  with  a  prominent  sensory  area  on  its
outer  face.

Collum  (Fig.   3)   transversely   elliptical,   about   as   wide   as   head,   which   it   does   not
entirely  conceal  in  dorsal  aspect,  surface  set  with  a  large  number  of  irregularly  placed
setiferous  tubercules  ;  posterior  edge  with  three  or  four  small  notches  and  lobes  laterally  ;
tuberculation  in  general  larger  posteriorly  and  laterally.

Body  appearing  broad  and  flattened,  and  nearly  parallel-sided,  paranota  set  about
midheight   of   segments   and   virtually   horizontal.   Prozona   microscopically   granular;
stricture  distinct  around  segments,  its  anterior  edge  sharp  and  projecting,  broadest  just
above  level  of  legs.  Metazona  somewhat  elevated  above  level  of  prozona  dorsally,  the
surface  smooth  except  for  minute  granulation  on  ventral  side  of  paranoial  bases.  Four
transverse  series  of  dorsal  tubercules,  increasing  in  size  up  to  the  3rd,  the  members  of
which  are  up  to  three  times  larger  than  those  of  first  and  fourth  rows;  about  14  to  16  in
first  series,  12  to  14  in  second,  10  to  12  in  third,  and  about  30  in  fourth;  all  tubercules  with
long  slender  setae.  On  some  segments  the  2nd  and  3rd  series  are  irregular  middorsally,
often  giving  impression  of  five  series  medially.  Paranota  mostly  transverse,  the  anterior
edge  only  slightly  convex,  with  prominent  raised  rim,  lateral  edge  with  five  indentations,
posterior  edge  with  six,  the  deepest  of  which  extends  inward  almost  a  third  of  the  para-
notal  length,  each  lobe  with  a  wide  clear  margin  and  a  median  seta.

Terminal   segment  with  short,   blunt,   decurved  epiproct,   the  surface  tuberculate  at
least  halfway  down  the  sides.  Paraprocts  nearly  flat,  smooth,  and  without  modifications;
hypoproct   flat,   transverse,   the   paramedian   tubercules   prominent,   edge   between   them
nearly  straight  (Fig.  6).

Legs  of  the  form  shown  in  Figure  5,  the  coxae  of  postgonopodal  segments  virtually
in  contact  medially,  a  transverse  groove  separates  the  two  leg  pairs  of  each  segment.
Stigmata   dissimilar,   the   anterior   elongate   and   located   in   stricture   in   front   of   dorsal
coxal  condyle,  posterior  smaller,  rounded,  set  in  space  between  the  two  condyles.  Sides
of  segments  smooth.

Anterior  legs  and  sterna  without  modifications.  Gonopod  aperture  of  7th  segment
large,  extending  nearly  to  anterior  edge  of  segment,  and  projecting  between  the  widely
spaced  legs  of  the  8th  pair  (Fig.  7)  ;  lateral  edges  elevated  and  thickened,  anterior  edge
strongly   modified,   forming   a   prominent   deep   transverse   cavity   separated   from   the
actual  gonopodal  socket,  this  duplicature  of  the  margin  shaded  in  Figure  7.

Gonopods  relatively  large;  coxae  in  contact  medially,  ventral  surface  not  excavated
nor   projecting   downward;   telopodites   long   and   slender,   medially   appressed,   apically
broadened,   femoral   region   with   irregular   thin   projection   subtending   the   short   blunt
solenomerite;  prostatic  groove  visible  beyond  prefemur.  Median  projecting  lobe  of  coxae
very  thin,  membranous,  and  easily  overlooked  because  of  its  transparency,  shown  more
prominent  in  Figure  8  than  in  actuality.

Remarks:  The  specific  name  alludes  to  the  discovery  of  this  species  near  the  summit
of  the  highest  peak  of  Ceylon.  Field  notes  of  the  collectors  state  "Tamisages  a  la  limite
supérieure  de  la  forêt,  juste  au-dessous  du  sommet."
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Singhalocryptus  ceylonicus  (Pocock),   comb.  n.   (Fig.   9)

Cryptodesmus  ceylonicus  Pocock,  1892,  /.  Bombay  Nat.  Hist.  Soc.  7:  153,  pi.  II,  figs.  2,  2c
Syntype  ??,  Brit.  Mus.  (Nat.  Hist.)  from  Pundaloya,  Ceylon.  Lectotype  here  designated,.
Reg.  No.  1890.10.20.35;  lectoparatype,  Reg.  No.  1890.10.20.36.

Although  manifestly  related  to  S.   ahicola,   this  species  can  be  distinguished  by  the
smaller   body   size   and   different   appearance   of   the   paranotal   profiles,   as   shown   in
Figures  4  and  9,   drawn  to  same  scale.   In  particular  may  be  noted  the  more  strongly
convex   anterior   margin   in   ceylonicus,   and   more   numerous   anterolateral   marginal
notches,  as  well  as  the  occurrence  of  seven  posterior  marginal  lobes  instead  of  six  as  in
ahicola.  In  a  family  in  which  females  are  usually  larger  than  males,  the  size  differential
between  these  two  species  is  especially  significant.  The  male  of  ceylonicus  will  be  probably
found  to  be  only  half  the  size  of  ahicola.  In  other  respects,  particularly  the  form  of  the
metatergal  tuberculation,  the  two  species  are  so  similar  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they
are  congeneric.
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Neue   westpaläarktische   Stertus   -

Arten   aus   dem   Genfer   Museum

(Coleoptera,   Staphylinidae)

159.   Beitrag   zur   Kenntnis   der   Steninen

Volker   PUTHZ

Mit  3  Textfiguren

Abstract

Description  of  five  new  palearctic  species  of  the  genus  Stenus  Latr.  :  Stemis  (s.str.
+  Nestus)  viti  n.  sp.  (Iran),  S.  (s.  str.  +  Nestus)  ariadne  n.  sp.  (Crete),  S.  ( „Hemistenus" )
transformis   n.   sp.   (Spain),   S.   (Parastenus)   bellus   n.   sp.   (France:   Isère),   and  S.   (Para-
stenus)  aequus  n.  sp.  (Lebanon).

Von   ihren   jüngsten   Reisen   haben   die   Genfer   Kollegen   eine   Reihe   neuer   Stenas-
Arten  mitgebracht,  die  im  folgenden  beschrieben  werden.  Die  neuen  Ausbeuten  zeigen,
dass  auch  in  Gebieten,  die  im  allgemeinen  als  gut  untersucht  gelten,  immer  noch  neue
Staphylinidenarten  zu   finden  sind.   Besonders   bemerkenswert   ist   die   Feststellung  einer
neuen  endemischen  Alpenart  aus  dem  französischen  Département  Isère.

Ich  möchte  auch  an  dieser  Stelle  den  Kollegen  Besuchet  und  Löbl  meinen  herzlichen
Dank  dafür  aussprechen,  dass  sie  mir  wieder  das  interessante  Material  zur  Bearbeitung
anvertraut  und  Paratypen  für  meine  Spezialsammlung  überlassen  haben.

Stenus  (s.  str.  +  Nestus)  viti  nov.  spec.

S   —   Holotypus:   Iran:   Guilàn,   Nav's   Valley   (ca.   10   km   Luftlinie   vom   Kaspischen
Meer  entfernt  am  Weg  von  Heroabad  zum  Meer),  fond  du  marais,  1500  m,  6.VIII.1973
<S.  Vit);  ?  —  Paratypus:  ibidem,  fond  du  marais,  1000  m,  6.VIII.1973  (S.  Vit).



110   VOLKER    PUTHZ

Diese  neue  Art  gehört  in  die  Gruppe  des  Stenus  pusillus  Steph.  (Puthz,  1970)  und
ist   hier   die   Schwesterart   des   Stenus   micros   Solsky.   Wegen   der   grossen   Ähnlichkeit
mehrerer   Arten  dieser   Gruppe  untereinander   —  eine  sichere  Identifizierung  ist   oft   nur
durch   Genitaluntersuchung   möglich   —   gebe   ich   nach   einer   kurzen   Beschreibung   eine
ausführlichere   Differentialdiagnose.

Schwarz,  wenig  glänzend,  massig  grob  und  sehr  dicht  punktiert,  dicht  kurz  behaart.
Fühler  schwarzbraun  bis  schwarz.   An  den  Tastern  das  1.   und  die  Basis  des  2.   Gliedes
gelb,   das   2.   Glied   im   übrigen   dunkelbraun,   das   3.   Glied   schwarz.   Beine   sehr   dunkel
braun   (fast   schwarz),   die   Schenkel   dunkel-kastanienbraun.   Clypeus   und   Oberlippe
massig  dicht  beborstet.  Oberlippe  schwarz.

Länge:  2,0 — 2,5  mm.
Maße   des   Holotypus:   Kopf   breite:   65;   mittlerer   Augenabstand:   40;   Pronotum-

breite:   52;   Pronotumlänge:   54;   grösste   Elytrenbreite:   74;   grösste   Elytrenlänge:   67;
Nahtlänge:   58.   (Proportionsmaße).

Männchen   :   Beine   ohne   Auszeichnungen,   Schenkel   nicht   dicker   als   die   des   Weib-
chens. 8.  Sternit  in  der  Mitte  des  Hinterrandes  mit  flachem,  aber  deutlichem,  etwa

stumpfwinkligen   Ausschnitt,   etwa   wie   bei   S.   assequens   Rey.   Aedoeagus   (Abb.   2)
prinzipiell   wie  der  der  verwandten  Arten  gebaut,   der  Medianlobus  vorn  breit,   aber  vor
der   flachkonkav  ausgebuchteten  Spitze   seitlich   schon  deutlich   verengt,   hier   sogar   leicht
konkav.   Der   Aedoeagus  steht   in   seiner   Gestalt   zwischen  dem  des  S.   nanus  lenkoranus
Puthz  und  dem  des  S.  micros  Solsky  (vgl.  Abb.  7,  8,  Puthz,  1970).

In  meiner  Tabelle  der  pusi/lus-G ruppe  muss  die  neue  Art  bei  S.  libanicus  Puthz  wie
folgt  eingefügt  werden:

13  (14)  Pronotum  wenig  länger  als  breit,  so  breit  wie  lang  oder  kaum  breiter  als
lang,  im  Habitusbild  länger  als  breit  erscheinend

a   (b)   Stirnfurchen   etwas   schmäler   und   tiefer,   Kopfpunktierung   deutlich
etwas  feiner  und  nicht  so  gedrängt,  Pronotum  etwas  länger  und  gewölbter,
Punktierung   der   Elytren   sehr   deutlich   gröber   als   die   des   Pronotums,
Elytren  deutlich  kürzer  als   breit.   Aedoeagus  (Abb.  2)
2,0  —  2.5   mm  viti   n.   sp.
Iran:   Guilàn

b   (a)   Stirnfurchen   etwas   breiter   und   flacher,   Kopfpunktierung   deutlich   etwas
gröber   und   sehr   dicht,   Pronotum   etwas   kürzer   und   weniger   gewölbt,
Punktierung   der   Elytren   etwas   gröber   als   die   des   Pronotums,   Elytren
kaum   breiter   als   lang.   Aedoeagus   (Abb.   10,   Puthz,   1970:   Parameren
erheblich  länger  als   der  Medianlobus,   dieser  vorne  etwa  halbkreisförmig
abgerundet).
2,0  —  2,8   mm  libanicus   Puthz
Libanon,   Syrien

Von   den   übrigen,   allenfalls   im   Gebiet   vorkommenden   Arten   lässt   sich   Stenus   viti
n.   sp.  wie  folgt  trennen:  von  S.   denticulatus  Epp.  sofort  durch  geringere  Grösse,  völlig
anderen   Stirn-   und   Halsschildbau   und   dunklere   Beine,   von   S.   assequens   Rey,   S.   invi-
diosus   Puthz   und   S.   indifferens   Puthz   durch   schmälere   und   kürzere   Elytren,   längeres
Pronotum  und  flachere  Netzung  der   Oberseite,   von  S.   micros   Solsky   durch  schmäleres
Pronotum,  viel   kleinere  Elytren  und  nicht   rauh  skulptierte  und  eng  genetzte  Oberseite,
von  5.  nanus  lenkoranus  Puthz  durch  bedeutendere  Grösse,  dunklere  Beine  und  dichtere
Punktierung  der  Oberseite.
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