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latter, the roosting flights are doubtless started by a few experi-
enced birds who, with a definite purpose in view, lead the way
over familiar ground to an old haunt. Others follow and the rout
becomes general, although many of the birds which it includes
are probably at first as ignorant as they are careless of whither
they are going and to what end. A further resemblance to mi-
gration may be found in the manner in which the diflferent sets of
birds perform their journey—not all together nov yet quite inde-
pendently of one another, but in what is virtually a straggling
army where the new recruits are always more or less directly
under the guidance of veteran leaders. In short, so closely
do these evening flights resemble those of migration that 1
can trace ouly two marked distinctions: (1) They are com-
paratively local affairs extending at most over only a few square
miles; (2) thev are undertaken, not because of the necessity of
escaping from a region where food will soon fail or the climate be-
come unbearable, but seemingly from a mere impulse to assemble
nightly in one place for mutual companionship and protection.
Neither of these differences is really fundamental, nor can either
affect the obvious significance of the fact, established by Mr.
IFaxon, that the young are at first led to the roost by their parents.
If the guidance of old birds is necessary along tne short and sim-
ple paths to the roosts, can it be doubted that it is even more es-
sential on the long and difficult journey southward?
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St. THOMAS.

Dafila bahamensis (Lznn.).
Aythya aflinis (Eyfon).
Tyrannus dominicensis ((rmel.).
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Euetheia bicolor (Lzun.).
Compsothlypis americana (Lznn.).
Ccereba portoricensis (Bryant).

[October

The St. Thomas Creeper does not appear to differ sufficiently from the

Porto Rico species to warrant its separation.

In fact, specimens from St.

Thomas, Tortola, Anegada, Virgin Gorda, and Calebra are apparently the
same form. Eighty-five specimens were examined from the above-men-

tioned islands.

Margarops fuscatus ( Fiesll.).

ANEGADA.

Sterna maxima Bodd.

Ardea virescens Linn.
Macrorhamphus scolopaceus (Say).
Ereunetes {pusillus (Lznn.).
Calidris arenaria (Linn.).

Totanus flavipes (Gmel.).
Symphemia semipalmata (Gmel.).
Numenius hudsonicus Latk.
Agialitis vocifera (Linn.).
Agialitis semipalmata Bonap.
Agialitis wilsonia (Ord.).
Columbigallina passervina (Linn.).
Falco dominicensis Gmel.

Falco caribbmarum Gmel.
Crotophaga ani (Lznn.).

Bellora exilis (Gmel.).

Eulampis holosericeus (L7un.).
Lampornis ellioti, sp. nov.

Lampornis ellioti, sp. nov.

Similar to Lampornis dominicus, but differs from it in being smaller, in
having the wings and tail shorter, and in having the belly, crissum, and

under tail-coverts much paler.

more extended.

Two central tail-feathers golden bronze.

4.20; wing, 2.45; tail, 1.50; bill, .87 inch.
Habitat, Anegada.

El®nea martineca (Linn.).
Euetheia bicolor (Liun.).
Ceereba dominicensis (Bryant).
Dendroica ruficapilla (Gmel.).

TORTOLA.

-

Ardea virescens Liun.
Ardea ceerulea Linn.

The white feathers on the thighs are

Length (skin)
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Actitis macularia (Lzun.).
Zenaida zenaida (Bonap.).
Columbigallina passerina (Lzun.).
Falco dominicensis ( Gmel.).
Coccyzus minor ( Gmel.).
Crotophaga ani (Liun.).
Eulampis holosericeus (Lizun.).
Tyrannus dominicensis (Gmel.).
Ccereba portoricensis (Bryant).
Dendroica discolor ( Viedl.).
Compsothlypis americana (Lznn.).
Setophaga ruticilla (Lzun.).
Margarops fuscatus ( Viedll.).

VIRGIN GORDA.

Podilymbus podiceps (Linn.).
Ardea virescens Linn.

Nycticorax violaceus (Lznn.).
Agialitis vocifera (Linn.).
Egialitis wilsonia (Ord.).
Columba leucocephala ZLinn.
Zenaida zenaida (Bonap.).
Columbigallina passerina (Lziun.).
Falco columbarius Linn.

Falco dominicensis Gmel.

Falco peregrinus anatum (Boxrap.).

Coccyzus minor (Gmel.).
Crotophaga ani (Linn.).

Bellona exilis ( Gmel.).

Sulampis holosericeus (Linn.).
Tyrannus dominicensis (Gmel.).
Elenea martinica (Linn.).
Euetheia bicolor (Linxn.).
Cereba portoricensis (Bryant).
Compsothlypis americana (Linu.).
Dendroica discolor ( Viesll ).
Dendroica ruficapilla ( Gmel.).
Setophaga ruticilla (Zénn.).
Margarops fuscatus ( Viedl.).

375



ImEE BHL

Biodiversity Heritage Library

Cory, Charles B. 1890. "On a Collection of Birds Made during the Winter of
1889-90, by Cyrus S. Winch, in the Islands of St. Thomas, Tortola, Anegada,
and Virgin Gorda, West Indies." The Auk 7, 373-375.
https://doi.org/10.2307/4067558.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/54990
DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/4067558
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/87429

Holding Institution
Smithsonian Libraries and Archives

Sponsored by
Smithsonian

Copyright & Reuse
Copyright Status: Public domain. The BHL considers that this work is no longer under
copyright protection.

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 22 September 2023 at 14:55 UTC


https://doi.org/10.2307/4067558
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/54990
https://doi.org/10.2307/4067558
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/87429
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

