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Borck and a companion were gunning through a piece of tangled weedy
low ground when the rail flushed from almost under their feet, and, by
a lucky shot, was secured. The bird was mounted when I saw it and the
sex is not known. This is the second recorded Michigan specimen, and the
third noted in Wayne County, as a female was secured alive by a dog,
and another flushed March 25, 1908 (see Taverner, Auk, 1908, p. 327).

I do not, however, consider that the species is as rare as these few records
would seem to demonstrate, but that its skulking habits and the almost total
inability to flush it render observation very unlikely. Here on Grosse
Isle, a few miles below Detroit, I am positive that it oceurs. Since May,
1907, I have heard, during April-June, notes that are so similar to those
deseribed for this species, which, taken together with the kind of marsh
occupied, render it highly probable that the notes belong to a Yellow Rail.
The territory in question is a wet low field, grown up with a coarse tangled
mass of grasses, weeds, and sedges, similar to the kind of ground usually
occupied by Henslow’s Sparrows. Repeated attempts to flush the birds
have failed but the services of a good dog would probably be more effective.
The notes are somewhat similar to the effect produced by taking a small
bottle in one hand, and tapping it lightly and slowly with a stone twice,
with a short interval, repeated half a dozen times.

This species has been found in June in the low marshy territory at the
mouth of the Thames River, Lake St. Clair, Ont., by Mr. W. E. Saunders.
On this ground, on June 10, 1905, we heard notes which Saunders declared
to be those of a Yellow Rail. We made several attempts to flush the bird
by dashing quickly at the spot from different directions, but failed.—
B. H. SwaLEs, Grosse Isle, Mich.

The Semipalmated Sandpiper in Philadelphia County, Pa.—
On October 3, 1910, the writer examined three Semipalmated Sandpipers
(Ereunetes pusillus) in the possession of a gunner, who shot the birds on
the Delaware River meadows, at Bridesburg, Philadelphia County, Pa.
One of these birds, a male, which is now in my collection, was generously
given to me by the gunner, who, however, refused to part with the others,.
and what eventually became of them I do not know, but doubt if they were:
preserved.

This is the only authenic record of the occurrence of the Semipalmated
Sandpiper in Philadelphia County, to my knowledge. There are, however,
numerous unreliable records of birds seen, but this species so closely re-
semble the Least Sandpiper, with which it intimately associates, in colora-
tion and habits, that it is practically impossible to distinguish between the
two species in the field.— Ricaarp F. MiLLER, Harrowgate, Philadelphia,
Pa.

The Golden Plover (Charadrius dominicus dominicus) on the Coast
of South Carolina.— I shot on November 4, 1911, near Mount Pleasant,
a fine adult male specimen of this now rare species, which was searching
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for food in a recently ploughed field. This makes the third specimen I
have seen in South Carolina since 1880, and the second that I have taken.

Although the bird had been wounded in one wing, which had not entirely
healed, it was in excellent condition, being very fat. This specimen, like
the one I took in December, 1880, was very wild.— ArTHUR T. WAYNE,
Mount Pleasant, S. C.

Capture of a Golden Eagle at Kansas City, Mo.— On the morning
of Oct. 31, 1911, at Seventieth Street and Broadway, Kansas City, Mo.,
there was captured by Owen Belford of Oklahoma City, and John Bower
of Kansas City, Mo., a young Golden Eagle, measuring seven feet eight
inches from the tip of one wing to the tip of the other. The men fired at
several crows and struck the eagle, which was only stunned, and fell to the
ground making the catch easy. The bird was on exhibition at police head-
quarters.— Benys. F. Bour, Kansas City, Mo.

Duck Hawk (Falco peregrinus anatum).— Mr. Arthur Borch, a Detroit
taxidermist, received a fine nearly adult male Duck Hawk that was secured
on July 15, 1911, in rather a novel manner. A lady was driving near
Lake St. Clair, Grosse Pointe, when suddenly the hawk darted across
a field, dived straight at her horse, and became entangled in the fly netting
upon which he was killed with a whip. The Duck Hawk was probably
in pursuit of some small bird that took refuge near the horse and which
the lady failed to see. Wayne County records for this bird are not common,
and this is my first summer record. On March 9, 1908, I watched one
beating up the Detroit River near Grosse Isle. Two specimens were
secured October 21, 1909, between Celeron Island and the mouth of the
Huron River which I examined at the taxidermist’s shop. On Lake Erie,
near Point Pelee, however, we regularly see the bird in spring and fall.—
B. H. SwaLgs, Grosse Isle, Mich.

Another Saw-whet Owl from Oregon.— To-day I had the pleasure
of examining the skin of an adult female Saw-whet Owl (Cryptoglaux
acadica acadica) shot by George D. Baker, a Portland taxidermist. The
specimen was taken Oct. 12 of this year (1911) only seven miles from the
coast near Gairdner, Douglas Co., Oregon. This is the sixth specimen
taken by Mr. Baker near this locality during the past ten years.— STANLEY
G. Jewert, Portland, Oregon.

Occurrence of the Yellow-headed Blackbird on the Delaware
River near Philadelphia, Pa.— According to Mr. Edwin C. Axe, the
well-known taxidermist of Frankford, Philadelphia, Pa., there are two
mounted specimens of the Yellow-headed Blackbird taken on the Delaware
River marshes above the Pensauken Creek, in Burlington County, New
Jersey, in collections in this eity. Mr. Axe mounted the birds, which were
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