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conservation of the specific name
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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the specific name of Varanus
teriae Sprackland, 1991 for a tree monitor from northeastern Australia. The name is
threatened by the earlier but obscurely published and rarely used name Odatria
keithhornei Wells & Wellington, 1985 which was based on the same type specimen. It
is proposed that the latter name be suppressed.
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1. In 1980 (pp. 103-109. pl. 1) Gregory Czechura reported on specimens of tree
monitors from the rain forest of central coastal Cape York Peninsula, northeastern
Australia, in the collections of the Queensland Museum, Brisbane, which he identified
as melanistic examples of Varanus prasinus (Schlegel, [1839]) (p. 78, pl. 22, fig. 5), the
emerald or green tree monitor, previously known only from New Guinea and adjacent
islands. Hitherto the species had been occasionally listed as being represented in the
continental Australian herpetofauna but there were no preserved specimens to sub-
stantiate the claim. Czechura (1980) used available identification keys to differentiate
his specimens from three nominal subspecies of V. prasinus and, although noting the
very different coloration and more prominent body keels, tentatively identified them
as the first records of the nominate V. prasinus prasinus for mainland Australia.

2. In 1982 one of us (R.G.S.) undertook a taxonomic revision of the Varanus
prasinus species group. Sprackland read Czechura’s (1980) paper, borrowed the
Queensland Museum material and noted sufficient diagnostic differences to place
(Sprackland, 1991a, p. 570, figs. 6, 7, tables 1, 2) the mainland lizards in a new
species, Varanus teriae. The taxon was described as ‘a predominantly melanistic
lizard, with light bluish-green snout tip, yellow dorsal spots forming thin, paired
chevrons and caudal rings, a pronounced temporal streak, and a pale yellowish
ventor, readily distinguished by colour and pattern from all other tree monitors. It is
further distinguished by the conical, not flat, gular scales, a more anterior nostril, and
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by a more robust appearance, especially the postocular region’. The holotype
(catalogue no. J31566 in the Queensland Museum) was from Buthen Buthen, Nesbit
River, Cape York Peninsula, collected by Czechura in August 1978.

3. Since its publication, the specific name of Varanus teriae has been used in
various works, most of which have been cited in Zoological Record. These include
Covacevich & Couper (1991), Sprackland (1991b, 1992, 1993a, 1993b, 1994, 1995),
Cogger (1992), Cogger, Cameron, Sadlier & Eggler (1993), Covacevich & McDonald
(1993), Whittier & Moeller (1993). Bennett (1995), Card & Kluge (1995), Frank &
Ramus (1995), van Kalken (1995), De Lisle (1996), Steel (1966) and Welsch (in press).
To our knowledge the name has been used by at least 19 authors in 18 publications.
The lizard features in documentation relating to conservation of protected species,
some of which 1s cited above, and 1s listed under the name Varanus teriae in the World
checklist of threatened amphibians and reptiles (1993, p. 50) and in the most recent
publication (1996) issued by the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

4. During the period 1982-1991 extensive literature review by Sprackland and
consultation with several colleagues also working on varanids failed to find a valid
name already in existence for Varanus teriae. In March 1995 Sprackland became
aware of the possibility that, in addition to the (1984) serial publication by Wells &
Wellington, new varanid names might exist in a second privately published revision
of Australian herpetofauna (Wells & Wellington, 1985a). Despite searches in major
libraries in the U.K., Europe and the U.S.A. it was not possible to obtain a copy of
the latter and Sprackland located it only at the office of the Commission Secretariat
in London. Requests for a copy from the original authors went unanswered
(although a cheque for payment was cashed by the ‘Australian Herpetologists’
League’). In the 1985a publication by Wells & Wellington, Czechura’s lizards from
mainland Australia were given (p. 21) the name Odatria keithhornei. The authors
noted that the species was ‘a member of the Odatria prasinus complex, believed
confined to Cape York Peninsula, Queensland and readily identified by referring to
the excellent diagnostic and descriptive data in Czechura (1980)", and the name
keithhornei was made available under Article 13a(i) of the Code. The holotype was
specimen no. J31566 in the Queensland Museum and keithhornei 1s thus a senior
objective synonym of reriae. Odatria, a genus proposed by Gray (1838, p. 394) and
relegated to a subgenus by Mertens (1942) and subsequent authors, is a valid taxon
within Varanus Merrem, 1820, However, work by Bohme (1988) and by Sprackland
(1991b) has demonstrated that the V. prasinus group does not belong to Odatria but
instead to the New Guinean subgenus Euprepiosaurus Fitzinger, 1843,

5. In 1985 King & Miller (pp. 4-5) published a review of Wells & Wellington’s first
(1984) paper. They considered that the publication had been inadequately researched
and that the wholesale alterations to existing classification and nomenclature were
likely to cause destabilisation and confusion. They noted that the Australian Society
of Herpetologists had unaminously adopted a resolution to request the Commission
to suppress the work. The instability which would result from acceptance of this work
and two further herpetological publications by Wells & Wellington (1985a, 1985b)
generated a number of comments (see, for example, Heatwole, 1985, p. 6; Gans, 1985,
pp. 6-7; Tyler, 1985, p. 69; Grigg & Shine, 1985, pp. 96-97; Thulborn, 1986,
pp. 13-14; and Heatwole & Taylor, 1987, p. 262). An application by the President of
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the Australian Society of Herpetologists was published in June 1987 (BZN 44:
116-121) seeking the suppression for nomenclatural purposes of the three works by
Wells & Wellington (1984, 1985a and 1985b). Publication of the application was
followed by many comments, some of which were published in BZN 44: 257-261; 45:
52-54, 145-153, 216; and 47: 139-140. The Commission considered the case at its
meeting in Amsterdam in September 1991 and decided (see the report in BZN
48: 337 338; December 1991) that suppression of the three publications would
be ineffective in eliminating confusion but that it would deal with individual
nomenclatural problems generated by the works as and when a need arose.

6. In the years since its publication the specific name of Varanus teriae Sprackland,
1991 has consistently been used for the mainland species of tree monitor, and the
species appears under this name in legal documentation relating to its conservation
and management. Recognition of the entirely rarely used keithhornei as valid for the
taxon, and substitution of this name for reriae, would cause considerable confusion.
We therefore propose that the specific name of Odatria keithhornei Wells &
Wellington, 1985 be suppressed.

7. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly
asked:

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name keithhornei Wells &
Wellington, 1985, as published in the binomen Odatria keithhornei, for the
purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of
Homonymy:

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name reriae
Sprackland, 1991, as published in the binomen Varanus teriae;

(3) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in
Zoology the name keithhornei Wells & Wellington, 1985, as published in the
binomen Odatria keithhornei and as suppressed in (1) above.

Acknowledgements

We are grateful to Dr Susan Evans, Mrs Anthea Gentry (ICZN Secretariat), Dr
Colin McCarthy and Dr Garth Underwood for discussions and perspectives on the
application of the Code in this case. We thank Dr Wolfgang Béhme and Jeanette
Covacevich for their critical comments.

References

Bennett, D. 1995. A little book of monitor lizards. 208 pp. Viper Press, Aberdeen.

Bohme, W. 1988, Zur Genitalmorphologie der Sauria: funktionelle und stammesgeschichtliche
Aspekte. Bonner Zoologische Monographien, 27: 1-176.

Card, W. & Kluge, A.G. 1995. Hemipenial skeleton and varanid lizard systematics. Journal of
Herpetology, 29(2): 275-280.

Cogger, H.G. 1992. Reptiles and amphibians of Australia, Ed. 5. 775 pp. Reed, Chatswood,
N.S.W.

Cogger, H.G., Cameron, E.E., Sadlier, R.A. & Eggler, P. 1993. The action plan for Australian
reptiles. 254 pp. Australian Nature Conservancy Agency, Endangered Species Program,
Project No. 124. Canberra.

Covacevich, J.A. & Couper, P. 1991. The reptile records. Pp.45-140 in Ingram, G. & Raven, R.
(Eds.). An atlas of Queensland’s frogs, birds and mammals. 391 pp. Queensland Museum,
Brisbane.

Covacevich, J.A. & McDonald, K.R. 1993. Distribution and conservation of frogs and reptiles
of Queensland rainforests. Memoirs of the Queensland Museum, 34(1): 189-199.




Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 54(2) June 1997 103

Czechura, G. 1980. The emerald monitor Varanus prasinus (Schlegel): an addition to the
Australian mainland herpetofauna. Memoirs of the Queensland Museum, 20(1): 103-109.

De Lisle, H. 1996. The natural history of monitor lizards. 201 pp. Krieger, Malabar, Florida.

Frank, N. & Ramus, E. 1995. 4 complete guide to scientific and common names of reptiles and
amphibians of the world. 377 pp. Ramus, Pottsville, Pennsylvania.

Gans, C. 1985. Comment on two checklists. Herpetological Review, 16(1): 6-7.

Gray, J.E. 1838. Catalogue of the slender-tongued saurians, with descriptions of many new
genera and species (continued). Annals of Natural History, or, Magazine of Zoology,
Botany, and Geology, 1: 388-394.

Grigg, G. & Shine, R. 1985. An open letter to all herpetologists. Herpetological Review, 16(4):
96-97.

Heatwole, H.F. 1985. [Letter to the Editor; on 4 synopsis of the Class Reptilia in Australia by
R.W. Wells & C.R. Wellington, 1984]. Herpetological Review, 16(1): 6.

Heatwole, H.F. & Taylor, J. 1987. Ecology of reptiles. xvin, 325 pp. Beatty, Chipping Norton,
N.S.W.

Kalken, C. van. 1995. Varanen: een overzicht van soorten en enkele taxonomische opmerkin-
gen. Dutch Varanid Group Newsbrief, 2: 3-12.

King, M. & Miller, J. 1985. [Letter to the Editor; review of A synopsis of the Class Reptilia in
Australia by Richard W. Wells & C. Ross Wellington, 1984]. Herpetological Review, 16(1):
4-5.

Mertens, R. 1942, Die Familie der Warane (Varanidae). Abhandlungen der Senckenbergischen
Naturforschenden Gesellschaft, Teil 1 (Allgemeines), 462: 1-116; Teil 2 (Der Schadel), 465:
117-234; Teil 3 (Taxonomie), 466: 235-391.

Schlegel, H. [1839]. Pp. 33-80 in: Abbildungen neuer oder unvollstandig bekannter Amphibien,
nach der Natur der dem Leben entworfen. Arnz, Diisseldorf.

Sprackland, R. 1991a. Taxonomic review of the Varanus prasinus group with descriptions of
two new species. Memoirs of the Queensland Museum, 30(3): 561-576.

Sprackland, R. 1991b. The origin and zoogeography of monitor lizards of the subgenus
Odatria Gray (Sauria: Varanidae): a re-evaluation. Mertensiella, 2: 240-252.

Sprackland, R. 1992. Giant lizards. 288 pp. TFH Publications, Neptune City, New Jersey.

Sprackland, R. 1993a. The status of varanid name changes since 1980. VaraNews, 3(3): 6.

Sprackland, R. 1993b. Etymology of varanid names. VaraNews, 3(4): 3.

Sprackland, R. 1994, Rediscovery and taxonomic review of Varanus indicus spinulosus
Mertens, 1941. Herpetofauna (Australia), 24(2): 33-39.

Sprackland, R. 1995. Taxonomy: the making of scientific names. The Vivarium, 6(4): 14-17.

Steel, R. 1996. Living dragons. A natural history of the world's monitor lizards. 160 pp. Ralph
Curtis-Books, Sanibel Island, Florida.

Thulborn, T. 1986. Taxonomic tangles in Australia. Narure, 321: 13-14.

Tyler, M.J. 1985. Nomenclature of the Australian herpetofauna: anarchy rules O.K. Herpe-
tological Review, 16(3): 69.

Wells, R.W. & Wellington, C.R. 1984. A synopsis of the class Reptilia in Australia. Australian
Journal of Herpetology, 1(3/4): 73-129.

Wells, RW. & Wellington, C.R. 1985a. A classification of the Amphibia and Reptilia of
Australia. Pp. 1-61 in: Australian Journal of Herpetology, Supplementary Series, No. 1.
Australian Biological Services, Sydney.

Wells, R.W. & Wellington, C.R. 1985b. A synopsis of the Amphibia and Reptilia of New
Zealand. Pp. 62-64 in: Australian Journal of Herpetology, Supplementary Series, No. 1.
Australian Biological Services, Sydney.

Welsch, F. (In press). A checklist of lizards of the world. Varanidae.

Whittier, J. & Moeller, D. 1993, Varanus prasinus (the emerald goanna) on Moa Island, Torres
Strait, Australia. Memoirs of the Queensland Museum, 31(1): 130.

World Conservation Monitoring Centre. 1993. World checklist of threatenened amphibians and
reptiles. vi, 99 pp. Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Peterborough.

World Conservation Monitoring Centre. 1996. Checklist of CITES Species. A reference to the
appendices to the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. 400
pp. CITES Secretariat & World Conservation Monitoring Centre, Cambridge, U.K.



ImEE BHL

Biodiversity Heritage Library

Sprackland, R G, Smith, Hobart M., and Strimple, P D. 1997. "Case 3043
Varanus teriae Sprackland, 1991 (Reptilia, Squamata): proposed conservation
of the specific name." The Bulletin of zoological nomenclature 54, 100-103.
https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.83.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/45039
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.83
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/83

Holding Institution
Natural History Museum Library, London

Sponsored by
Natural History Museum Library, London

Copyright & Reuse

Copyright Status: In copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
Rights Holder: International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature

License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Rights: https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 26 March 2024 at 13:04 UTC


https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.83
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/45039
https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.83
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/83
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

