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increasing  gradually  in  length  posteriorly,  the  third  only  slightly  shorter  than  the  longest
anal   ray;   anal   soft   rays   branched   posteriorly.   Dorsal   and   anal   fins   with   even   distal
margins,   pointed   posteriorly.   Origin   of   pectoral   fins   below   base   of   third   dorsal   spine,
second  ray  longest.  Pelvic  fin  origin  below  pectoral  fin  origin,  first  and  second  soft  rays
longest,  reaching  to  anal  fin  origin  in  holotype  and  larger  paratype  and  to  a  point  half
way  between  pelvic  fin  origin  and  anal  fin  origin  in  smaller  paratype.  Caudal  fin  truncate
or  very  slightly  rounded.

Colouration:   Shortly   after   death,   head   of   holotype   (terminal   colour   phase)   whitish
becoming   yellowish   ventrally   and   on   snout   and   operculum;   about   three   oblique   to
vertical  blue  lines  below  eye  and  an  additional  two  or  three  similar  lines  on  operculum;
dorsal   body   contour   pale   bluish   becoming   pale   reddish   anterior   to   sixth   dorsal   spine;
flanks  bluish  with  faint  golden  edges  to  scales  ;  ventral  surface  of  body  whitish  to  pale
bluish  yellow;  a  faint  pale  blue  line  along  pectoral  fin  base,  with  a  similar  parallel   line
about  one  scale  row  above;  upper  two  thirds  of  body  below  last  four  dorsal   rays  and
anterior   part   of   peduncle   bright   red.   Iris   violet.   Dorsal   fin   yellowish   grey   with   darker
greyish  vermiculations  and  a   fine  violet   margin,   becoming  bright   red  posterior   to   third
from  last  soft  ray  ;  anal  fin  bright  red  with  a  row  of  magenta  to  violet  spots  along  base  and
a   fine   dark   margin;   pectoral   fins   hyaline;   caudal   fin   light   yellowish   grey;   pelvic   fins
yellowish   hyaline   with   orange   red   anterior   margin.   Colours   of   larger   paratype   similar.

Shortly  after  death,   head  of  smaller  paratype  (primary  colour  phase)  pale  yellowish
becoming  silvery  white  on  operculum  and  fleshy  pink  dorsally;  a  slightly  oblique  narrow
dark   bar   on   operculum;   body   fleshy   pink   to   reddish   except   for   a   silvery   white   area
covering  thorax   and  flanks   anterior   to   approximately   fifth   anal   soft   ray;   abdomen  with
golden   vertical   lines.   Iris   reddish   violet.   Pectoral   fins   hyaline;   pelvic   fins   yellowish
hyaline;   caudal   fin   pale   pinkish   hyaline;   anal   fin   pinkish   hyaline;   dorsal   fin   pinkish
hyaline  becoming  reddish  hyaline  on  outer  half.

In  life,  the  colours  of  undisturbed  individuals  seemed  to  match  those  described  above;
frightened  fishes  took  on  a  mottled  pattern  before  diving  into  the  sand.  The  red  on  the
body   and   fins   of   terminal   phase   fishes   was   particularly   conspicuous,   appearing   dark
underwater.

In   alcohol,   primary   phase   individual   uniformly   pale,   the   narrow   dark   bar   on   the
operculum  just   visible.   Terminal   phase  fishes  light   brown,   becoming  beige  mottled  with
brown  on  areas  of  the  body  that  were  bright  red  in  life;  dorsal  fin  brown  with  slightly
darker   vermiculations,   becoming   abruptly   pale   posterior   to   the   second   or   third   from
last  ray;  other  fins  pale.

REMARKS

Xyrichtys   incandescens   is   known   only   from   the   Fernando   de   Noronha   Archipelago,
where  it  was  found  in  sandy  areas  at  7-15  m  depth.  It  was  observed  in  groups  of  up  to
30-40   individuals,   with   terminal   colour   phase   fishes   frequently   displaying.

The   present   species   is   close   to   Xyrichtys   martinicensis   but   may   be   distinguished
using  the  characters  given  in  the  diagnosis.  The  areas  of  bright  red  colouration  present
on  terminal  phase  individuals  are  distinctive,  hence  the  Latin  name  incandescens  meaning
glowing.
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MATERIAL   EXAMINED

(a)  Holotype  (terminal  colour  phase,  presumed  male),  73.0  mm  SL,  at  8  m,  open  sand,
Baia   do   Sancho,   Fernando   de   Noronha   L,   Brazil,   coll.   R.   Lubbock   &   A.   Edwards
on   9.10.1979;   MZUSP   14633.

(b)   1   paratype  (terminal   colour   phase,   presumed  male),   80.8   mm  SL,   coll.   with  holo-
type; MHNG  2029.01.

(c)  1  paratype  (primary  colour  phase,  presumed  female),   62.3  mm  SL,  coll.   with  holo-
type; BMNH  1980.3.18.1.
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Abstract

Dicellurata   Genavensia   IX.   Japygidae   from  South-East   Asia   no.   3.   —  The   study   of
16   individuals   recently   collected   in   Ceylon   and   of   the   3   specimens   described   by
Silvestri,   has  enabled  the  author  to   redescribe  the  Japyx  greeni   Silv.   and  to   assign  it
to  the  new  genus  Silvestriapyx  n.  gen.,  caracterized  by  the  first  lamina  of  the  internal
lobes  of   maxillae   falciforme,   the  ma  and  mx  differenciated  into   M  on  urotergites,   no
median   glandular   organ   and   the   ornementation   of   the   internal   margins   of   the   cerei.

INTRODUCTION

Lors   d'un   voyage   entomologique   organisé   à   Ceylan   du   12.01   au   19.02.1970   par
M.   Robert   Mussard,   MM.   C.   Besuchet,   Conservateur   du   Département   d'Entomo-

logie I  au  Muséum  d'Histoire  naturelle  de  Genève  et  I.  Löbl,  chargé  de  recherches
dans   le   même  service,   ont   récolté   plusieurs   milliers   d'Arthropodes   dont   130   Japygidés
dans   24   des   71   stations   prospectées.   Parmi   ces   Diploures   16   individus   provenant   de
4  localités  se  sont  révélés  être  des  Japyx  greeni,  espèce  dont  la  diagnose  a  été  donnée
en   1930   par   Silvestri   d'après   3   spécimens   provenant   de   Namunakuli   à   Ceylan.   Outre
le  $  type  il  décrit  succintement  une  larva  secunda  et  une  larva  tertia;  la  première,  qui
est  un  st.  3  B  (Pages,  1967)  présente  des  cerques  «  génériquement  »  différents  de  ceux
du  S  adulte  figuré;  ceux  de  la  seconde,  qui  est  une  $  I,  sont  plus  conformes  à  ce  que
l'on   sait   du   déroulement   normal   du   développement   postembryonnaire   des   Japygidés.
Grâce  à  l'extrême  obligeance  de  M.  le  professeur  Dr  G.  Viggiani,   de  l'Istituto  di   Ento-

mologia agraria  «  Filippo  Silvestri  »  de  Portici,  M.  le  Dr  B.  Hauser,  Conservateur  du
Département   des   Arthropodes   et   d'Entomologie   II   du   Muséum   de   Genève   a   pu   se
faire  communiquer  les  3  spécimens  de  Silvestri.  Ce  prêt,  dont  je  ne  saurais  trop  remer-

cier le  professeur  Dr  Viggiani,  m'a  permis  de  mieux  comprendre  et  d'interpréter  cor-
rectement les  descriptions  de  Silvestri.



Edwards, Alasdair J. and Lubbock, Roger. 1981. "A new wrasse (Teleostei:
Labridae) of the genus Xyrichtys from the Fernando de Noronha
Archipelago." Revue suisse de zoologie 88, 233–237. 
https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.82367.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/128869
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.82367
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/82367

Holding Institution 
Smithsonian Libraries and Archives

Sponsored by 
Biodiversity Heritage Library

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: In Copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
Rights Holder: Muséum d'histoire naturelle - Ville de Genève
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
Rights: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions/

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 30 November 2023 at 10:53 UTC

https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.82367
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/128869
https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.82367
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/82367
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

