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In  memoriam  Prof.  S.  G.  Kiriakoff

On  the  1  5th  January  1984  Prof.  S.  G.  Kiriakoff  passed  away  at  Ghent.  He
was  known  as  a  famous  zoologist  with  his  greatest  interest  in  systematics,
mainly  of  Lepidoptera.

S.  G.  Kiriakoff  was  born  at  the  family  estate  Horoddça  close  to  Chisinau
(Rumania)  on  the  1  0th  May  1  898.  He  studied  Latin  and  Greek  at  Chisinau
and  later  he  went  to  the  university  of  Odessa  where  he  was  a  student  at
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the  faculty  of  Physics,  Natural  Sciences  and  Mathematics.  After  the  first
World  War  his  family  sent  him  to  Belgium.  At  the  "École  des  Hautes
Études"  of  Ghent  he  studied  economy.  Later,  in  1956,  he  graduated  at  the
University  of  Rijsel  as  a  doctor  of  science  (zoology).

He  entered  the  State  University  of  Ghent  in  1  946  as  a  curator  of  the
Zoology  Museum.  Apart  from  his  work  as  curator  he  continued  his
research  on  Lepidoptera  and  in  1  959  he  started  his  courses  on  entomology
and  general  systematics.  He  became  professor  on  the  first  of  January
1964.

In  1968  he  retired,  but  he  continued  to  give  his  course  of  entomology  till
1982.  Until  a  month  before  his  death  he  visited  the  university  twice  a
week  and  followed  the  scientific  world  with  never  ceasing  interest.

Despite  the  late  start  of  his  scientific  career,  he  was  well  known  in  his  field
all  over  the  world.  This  is  explained  by  the  number  and  importance  of  his
papers.  The  main  subject  in  his  publications  is  zoology,  but  several  other
fields  are  also  covered.

In  his  papers  on  general  systematics  he  comes  forward  as  a  strong
advocate  of  phylogenetic  systematics  or  cladism.  As  a  personal  friend  of
W.  Hennig  he  acquired  his  knowledge  at  first  hand.

His  papers  on  the  systematics  of  Lepidoptera  are  mainly  based  on  his  own
research.  His  views  are  followed  in  several  works  on  Lepidoptera  e.g.
Taschenbuch  der  Zoologie  by  W.  Hennig,  Die  Schmetterlinge  Mitteleuro-
pas  by  Forster  and  Wohlfahrt,  Fortschritte  der  Zoologie  e.o.

His  research  was  focused  on  the  tympanal  organs  of  Lepidoptera  and  their
significance  in  systematics.  He  studied  all  the  groups  with  thoracal
tympanal  organs  and  as  he  expected  these  structures  proved  to  be  of
diagnostic  importance.

During  these  studies  more  than  600  new  taxa  were  described.  He  worked
on  material  from  the  most  important  museums  e.g.  London,  Paris,  Berlin,
Washington,  Stockholm,  München,  Bonn,  Tervuren  and  Brussels.  In  his
field  he  was  most  of  all  known  as  a  specialist  of  the  Notodontidae  and
Thyretidae.

It  is  not  surprising  then  that  he  combined  all  this  information  in  a  series  of
papers  on  biogeography.

In  the  five  years  I  was  able  to  work  with  him,  he  came  to  me  as  a  sharp-
minded,  well-read  and  very  intelligent  man.  He  was  always  willing  to
listen  to  a  younger  person's  hypotheses  and  to  test  them  against  his
knowledge.  It  then  resulted  in  a  flow  of  information,  new  views  to
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consider  or  new  methods  to  use.  And  although  five  years  is  quite  a  time  to
know  somebody,  it  is  still  not  enough  for  a  person  of  his  calibre.  All  those
who  have  known  him  either  from  his  papers  or  personally,  no  doubt  will
remember  him  as  a  critical  researcher  and  a  great  mind.

K.  Maes
Laboratorium  voor  Morfologie

en  Systematiek  der  Dieren
Ledeganckstraat  35

B-9000  Gent  (Belgie)
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