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Figure  1 .  Nest  of  the  Large-billed  Antwren  Herpsilochmus  longirostris,  lateral  view.

Isabel   do   Morro   (c.   1  1°34'S,   50°40'W),   Bananal   Island,   Tocantins,   in   July
1981  .   Like   other   an   thirds,   the   Large-billed   Antwren   occasionally   follows
army   ants,   and   also   scans   the   surface   of   leaves   and   branches   looking
for   small   insects   such   as   Orthoptera   and   geometrid   caterpillars.   Its
call   seemed   to   us   very   similar   to   that   of   Herpsilochmus   rufimarginatus
and   H.   pectoralis:   a   rhythmic   sequence   of   descending   notes,   resembling
the   typical   calls   of   several   antshrikes   Thamnophilus   spp.

Virtually   nothing   is   known   of   the   breeding   biology   of   Herpsilochmus   as   a
whole   (Sick   1985,   Ornitologia   brasileira:   uma   introdufao),   and   the   Large-
billed   Antwren   is   no   exception.   On   10   October   1989,   we   discovered   its
nest   in   a   secondary   forest   of   Ilha   Grande,   Parana   river,   municipality   of
Altonia,   Parana   (c.   24°03'S,   54°12'W).   The   nest,   now   housed   in   the
Museu   Macional,   is   a   small   cup   of   vegetable   material,   60   mm   in   total
length,   50   mm   in   width   and   80   mm   in   height,   with   an   egg   chamber   60   mm
deep   (Fig.   1).   Both   parents   attended   the   nest,   which   was   placed   1.5   m
above   the   ground,   concealed   among   the   branches   of   a   lauraceous   tree
(Ocotea   suaveolens),   and   was   composed   of   several   leaves   (especially   of
the   bamboo   Guadua   spinosissimum)  ,   spadices   of   an   unidentified   grass,
filaments   of   the   fungus   Marasmius,   kapok   and   radicels.   In   general   shape   it
is   similar   to   the   nests   of   several   other   antbirds   such   as   Thamnophilus,
Dysithamnus,   some   species   of   Myrmotherula   etc.   Judging   from   the   gonads
of   a   small   series   collected   in   southern   Mato   Grosso   and   western   Parana,
H.   longirostris   breeds   during   the   spring   (September-December),   at   the
beginning   of   the   rainy   season.
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ICBP    1992.   Putting  Biodiversity  on   the  Map:  priority   areas  for  global  conservation.
Pp.vi  +  90,  36  figures,  photographs.  International  Council  for  Bird  Preservation,  32
Cambridge    Road,    Girton,    Cambridge    CB3  OPJ.    ISBN    0    946888    24    8.    £12.50.
30  x  21  cm.
This  is  an  important  publication,  and  especially  interesting  to  ornithologists  as  the

priority  areas  are  based  primarily  on  birds,  whose  distribution  is  better  known  than  that  of
any  other  major  animal  group.  It  aims  to  identify  and  map  all  important  centres  of
endemism,  based  on  the  known  distribution  of  all  bird  species  with  breeding  ranges  of
less  than  50,000  km2.  The  ranges  of  these  species  of  limited  distribution  fall  into  a
number  of  natural  groupings:  221  such  groupings  (Endemic  Bird  Areas)  have  been
identified,  and  they  embrace  2484  species,  the  vast  majority  (95%)  of  all  species  with
restricted  ranges  and  a  sizeable  fraction  of  the  world's  birds.  Obviously,  a  large  majority
of  the  species  with  wider  ranges  also  occur  in  the  Endemic  Bird  Areas,  which  are  thus  of
prime  importance  for  bird  conservation  as  a  whole.  (The  north  temperate  regions  are  the
only  exception,  as  the  northernmost  Endemic  Bird  Area  is  the  Caucasus;  also  seabirds  do
not  easily  fit  into  the  pattern.)  But  these  centres  of  bird  endemism  have  an  even  wider
importance,  as  a  review  of  the  literature  on  other  groups  shows  that  there  is  a  high  degree
of  congruence  between  Endemic  Bird  Areas  and  the  main  areas  of  endemism  of  other
animals  and  plants.

This  book,  soft-covered,  on  glossy  paper,  with  coloured  figures  (mainly  maps)  and
photographs,  and  detailed  Appendices,  has  been  produced  in  a  style  which  should  not  only
satisfy  the  professional  biologist  and  experienced  naturalist  but  also  attract  and  hold  the
attention  of  policy-makers.  One  must  hope  that  it  has  the  impact  that  it  deserves.  To  quote
from  Foreword  by  E.  O.  Wilson  of  Harvard,  one  of  the  world's  leading  biologists:  "To
staunch  this  haemorrhaging  [of  the  world's  living  diversity],   to  serve  ourselves  and
generations  further  into  the  future  than  it  is  possible  to  imagine,  we  must  somehow  deflect
the  hammer  blows  [of  man's  unrelenting  impact  on  the  environment].  But  they  must  fall
somewhere,  due  to  population  growth  and  industrialization.  From  which  points  then  on
earth  should  we  deflect  them?  A  first  relatively  detailed  answer  is  the  brilliant  achievement
of  the  ICBP  Biodiversity  Project."

Jonsson,  L.  1992.  Birds  of  Europe  with  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East.  Pp.  559,  numerous
colour  illustrations  and  maps.  Christopher  Helm — A.  &  C.  Black.  ISBN  0  7136  8096  2.
£25.00.  21x14  cm.
Among  the  almost  bewildering  succession  of  European  field-guides  this  one,  not  only

illustrated  but  also  written  by  an  outstanding  bird  artist,  is  something  new.  In  the  first
place  its  geographical  scope  is  unique  for  a  single-volume  field-guide,  covering  as  it  does
North  Africa  north  of  the  Sahara  and  the  Middle  East — approximately,  in  fact,  the  same
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as  that  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic.  For  vagrants,  species  recorded  in  Europe  more  than
five  times  this  century  up  to  1989  are  included  (a  few  not  illustrated),  and  some  with  fewer
records  are  included  for  special  reasons,  e.g.  because  of  possible  confusion  with  commoner
species,  or  because  they  have  attracted  special  interest.  The  text  is  in  usual  field-guide  form,
concentrating  mainly  on  identification,  with  particularly  good  descriptions  of  voice,  much
fuller  than  in  most  other  field-guides,  and  brief  but  useful  notes  on  status  and  habitat.  A  26-
page,  beautifully  illustrated  introduction  deals  briefly  with  general  topics  such  as  plumages
and  their  terminology,  behaviour,  migration  and  systematics.

The  distribution  maps,  though  small,  are  excellent  and  up  to  date,  being  based  on  the
latest  available  data  from  regional  and  national  atlases,  surveys  etc.  They  are  in  three
colours,  indicating  breeding  only,  present  all  year,  and  wintering  only.  No  attempt  has  been
made  to  show  areas  of  occurrence  on  passage.  Not  surprisingly,  the  maps  are  in  the  main
miniature  versions  of  those  in  BWP,  with  some  modifications.

The  illustrations  are  partly  based  on  those  in  a  series  of  five  books  in  Swedish,  Faglar  i
Naturen,  published  in  1976-80,  with  many  additions.  This  has  produced  a  certain  lack  of
uniformity.  Some  are  of  more  or  less  standard  field-guide  type,  but  with  greater  variety  in
the  postures  in  which  the  birds  are  shown  and  with  fewer  species  on  the  page,  in  many
cases  only  one  or  two.  Others  are  of  a  less  formal,  more  old-fashioned  kind,  with  a
carefully  painted  landscape  background,  e.g.  Chough  and  Alpine  Chough,  with  three
birds  perched  on  rocks  against  a  mountain  background  and  three  flying  birds  above.
There  are  many  smaller  coloured  illustrations  at  the  tops  of  the  text  pages,  showing  birds
in  flight,  points  relevant  to  identification  etc.  In  general,  there  is  an  informality  and
freedom  of  treatment  in  the  illustrations  not  found  in  conventional  field-guides,  and
(despite  some  that  seem  less  successful  than  the  rest,  especially  among  the  passerines)
many  will  find  the  book  a  pleasure  to  possess  for  its  marvellous  illustrations  quite  apart
from  its  other  considerable  merits.



Straube, Fernando C, Bornschein, Marcos R., and Teixeira, Dante Martins. 
1992. "The nest of the large-billed Antwren Herpsilochmus longirostris." 
Bulletin of the British Ornithologists' Club 112, 277–279. 

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/123709
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/77076

Holding Institution 
Smithsonian Libraries and Archives

Sponsored by 
Biodiversity Heritage Library

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: In Copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder
Rights Holder: British Ornithologists' Club
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
Rights: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions/

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 22 September 2023 at 03:48 UTC

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/123709
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/77076
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

