REPTILE DIVERSITY IN A CALLITRIS FOREST IN
CENTRAL QUEENSLAND'S BRIGALOW BELT.
Memoirs of the Queensland Musearm 39(2) 390, 1996:- The
clearing of much of Queenslund’s Brigalow Biogeographic
Region for agriculture and grazing has been well documented
(Sattler & Webster, 1984; Gasteen, 1985), but the effects of
this on animal diversity and populations is unknown. To dole
no comprehensive review of distribution and status of the
Brigalow Biogeographic Region's reptile species has been
completed, although such a swdy is current (Covacevich,
Couper & McDonald pers.comm.). To further that work 1
monitored, a long lerm pil trap (o assess reprile species diver-
sity in a small, relatively untouched foresi near Emeruld,
MEQ.

The study site (23°40°S, 148°06°E) is 100m from the full
supply level of Fairbairn Danm. It was maintained by stall of
the Camp Fairbairn Outdoor Edvcution Cenlre of the
Queensland iducution Departmeni, wilth assistance [rom
visiting school children, The trap design followed Hobbs el.al,
(1994), Twelve buckets were sel ina N-S ling, over 50m_The
study site was located in sand amongst Callitris columellaris,
with scartered pockets of Cassia avaia.

The study was conducted over 199 days, from Apnl il
December 1995; specimens were collected on 72 days over 4
seasons, 170 specunens of 24 species were collecied, 23
voucher specimens have been lodged in the Queensland
Museum reference collecnon (QMJIB1410-61412, 61423,
61426, 61436-61441, 61444-61454, 61459). Most reptile ac-
livity vecurred during October, November and May. In these
months 77.5% of the specimens were trapped (Fig 1).

The following species were collecied during the study:
Diplodacivius conspicillatus x7, D. sielndachneri x17, D.
toenicauda x7, D. viltatus 11, Heteronotia binoei 212,
Nephiruews asper %3, Lialis burtonis 53, Carlia munda 51, C.
pectoraliy x7, Cryploblepharas carmabyi 227, Clenofus
robustus x6, C. strauchii x13, Coraeniolatus x13, Lenista
Sfragilivx 3, L, punclatovittata X9, Menetio greyii 82, Morethio
boulengeri x 13, M. taenioplevira x3, Varanus treistis x 1, Rams
phorvphlops sp. x4, Demansia psammoplis x|, Rhinoplo
cephalus fo.u‘chmm %1, Simoselaps ausvalis X2, Vernucella
annulata x1. In addition o repriles the ollowing were col-
lected (and seleased) from the it rap: spiders: scorpions,
centipedes. millipedes: bush cockroaches, frogs (Lim-
nondynastes ormaius ), mpvinals (Tachvelossus aculedius,
Pyeudomys delicatulus).

Construction of 1he Fairbaim
Dam commenced in 1968 and way
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hand collecting or searching for repiiles had been underiaken.

No significant range extensions [or reptiles were made.
However, the study confirms D. raenicauda, C. pectoralis, C.
taeniolats and M. taeniopleura near the limil of thelr range
in the Emerald area (Covacevich & Couper, 1991). Twa
specicy on this sile are of special conservation concern cur-
renlly. D. faenicauda and V. annylata are classified ‘rare or
insulficiemly known' by Cogger et. al. (1993).

The Avstralian Nature Conservation Agency funded field
work by Jeanetie Covacevich, Patrick Couper and Keith M-
Donald in the Brigalow Biogeographic Region. They en-
couraged me to monitor the trap and report on this study. My
colleagues Bruce Davis and Jillian Ryan from Camp Fairbaim
Ouldoar Education Centre and the many staff and students
that visited the centre during the study made the daily task of
checking the iraps a pleasurable, educational expenence,
Jeaneue Covacevich assisted me in preparing this note.
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