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Case 2865

BRACHYPTERINAE Erichson, 1845 (Insecta, Coleoptera) and
BRACHYPTERINAE Zwick, 1973 (Insecta, Plecoptera): proposed removal
of homonymy
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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to remove the homonymy between two
family-group names in Coleoptera and Plecoptera. It is proposed that the complete
name of the stone-fly genus Brachyptera Newport, 1848 be adopted as the stem,
giving the corresponding family-group name BRACHYPTERAINAE Zwick, 1973. The
beetle name BRACHYPTERINAE Erichson, 1845 would remain unchanged.

1. The BRACHYPTERINAE were established as a subfamily of NITIDULIDAE
(Coleoptera) by Erichson (1845, p. 125), based on the type genus Brachypterus
Kugelann, 1794 (p. 560), the type species of which i1s Dermestes urticae Fabricius,
1792 (p. 235) by subsequent designation by Parsons (1943, p. 141). The stem
BRACHYPTER- has been widely used in the nitidulids to form family, subfamily and
tribe names.

2. Ganglbauer (1899, p. 518) introduced for the same taxonomic group the tribe
name CATERETINI, emending the ending of Erichson’s (1843, p. 227) name
‘CATERETES', based on the genus Kateretes Herbst, 1793 (p. 11; often erroneously cited
as Cateretes by many authors). Grouvelle (1913, p. 9) introduced the subfamily name
CATERETINAE, which was emended by Nunberg (1976, p. 13) to KATERETINAE.
However, Audisio (1984, p. 5;: 1993, p. 781) and Kirejtshuk (1986, p. 25) have recently
pointed out that the KATERETIDAE should be regarded as a family separate from,
although closely related to, the NITIDULIDAE and that Brachypterus Kugelann, 1794
belongs to the former family. The name BRACHYPTERINAE now applies to a subfamily
within the KATERETIDAE. A world-wide revision of this family is now in preparation
by P. Audisio and J. Jelinek.

3. One of the authors of this paper (Zwick, 1973, p. 308) proposed the subfamily
name BRACHYPTERINAE in the TAENIOPTERYGIDAE (Plecoptera), based on the genus
Brachyptera Newport, 1848 (p. 388), the type species of which is Nemoura trifasciata
Pictet, 1832 (p. 379, pl. 15, figs. 4-10) by subsequent designation by Frison (1929,
p. 373). Frison (1929) incorrectly stated that the designation of the type species was
by Klapilek (1902) and, under Article 69a(iv) of the Code, Frison (1929) himself
becomes the author of the designation. The existence of the homonymous famly-
group name BRACHYPTERINAE Erichson, 1845 in the Coleoptera was overlooked.
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4. In accordance with Article 55b of the Code this case of homonymy is referred
to the Commission. In our opinion neither Brachyptera Newport, 1848 nor
BRACHYPTERINAE Zwick, 1973 have any synonyms which could be used to form a
name to replace the junior homonym. We propose that the full name of Brachyptera
be used as the stem so that the subfamily name based on it would become
BRACHYPTERAINAE. :

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly
asked:

(1) to use its plenary powers to rule that for the purpose of Article 29 of the Code

the stem of the generic name Brachyptera Newport, 1848 is BRACHYPTERA-,

(2) to place the following names on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology:

(a) Brachypterus Kugelann, 1794 (gender: masculine), type species by
subsequent designation by Parsons (1943) Dermestes urticae Fabricius,
1792;
(b) Brachyptera Newport, 1848 (gender: feminine), type species by subsequent
designation by Frison (1929) Nemoura trifasciata Pictet, 1832;
(3) to place the following names on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology:
(a) urticae Fabricius, 1792, as published in the binomen Dermestes urticae
(specific name of the type species of Brachypterus Kugelann, 1794);
(b) trifasciata Pictet, 1832, as published in the binomen Nemoura trifasciata
(specific name of the type species of Brachyptera Newport, 1848).
(4) to place the following names on the Official List of Family-Group Names in
Zoology:
(a) BRACHYPTERINAE Erichson, 1845, type genus Brachypterus Kugelann, 1794
(Insecta, Coleoptera);
(b) BRACHYPTERAINAE Zwick, 1973, type genus Brachyptera Newport, 1848
(spelling emended by the ruling in (1) above) (Insecta, Plecoptera);
(5) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Family-Group Names in
Zoology the name BRACHYPTERINAE Zwick, 1973 (spelling emended to
BRACHYPTERAINAE In (1) above).
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