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Case 2866

MEGALODONTIDAE Morris & Lycett, 1853 (Mollusca, Bivalvia) and
MEGALODONTIDAE Konow, 1897 (Insecta, Hymenoptera): proposed
removal of homonymy

Neil D. Springate

Muséum d'Histoire Naturelle, Case postale 6434, CH-1211 Genéve 6,
Switzerland

Abstract. The purpose of this application is to remove the homonymy between two
family names of Hymenoptera and fossil Bivalvia. It is proposed that the complete
name of the sawfly genus Megalodontes Latreille, 1802 be adopted as the stem of the
corresponding family-group names, giving MEGALODONTESIDAE Konow, 1897. The
mollusc name MEGALODONTIDAE Morris & Lycett, 1853 would remain unchanged.

1. Morris & Lycett (1853, p. 78) proposed the family-group name Megalonidae for
three genera of fossil bivalve molluscs, based on the Trassic genus Megalodon
Sowerby, 1827 (p. 131), type species M. cucullatus Sowerby, 1827 (p. 132). The family
name was corrected by Zittel (1881, p. 69) to MEGALODONTIDAE, and has been used at
superfamily rank as MEGALODONTACEA. Under Article 33b of the Code, Morris &
Lycett (1853) are the authors of the name MEGALODONTIDAE.

2. Konow (1897, p. 1) proposed the family-group name Megalodontides, based on
the genus of extant Symphyta (Insecta, Hymenoptera) Megalodontes Latreille, 1802
(p. 302), type species by monotypy Tenthredo cephalotes Fabricius, 1781 (p. 408).
Ashmead (1898, p. 207) corrected the suffix to form MEGALODONTINAE and
MacGillivray (1906, p. 644) raised it to family rank as MEGALODONTIDAE.

3. Both the family names MEGALODONTIDAE Morris & Lycett, 1853 (Mollusca) and
MEGALODONTIDAE Konow, 1897 (Insecta) are correctly formed and are in general use.
To base a new family-group name on another genus included within MEGALODON-
TIDAE Konow, 1897 would cause immeasurable confusion. To remove the homonymy
it is therefore proposed that the full generic name of the genus Megalodontes
Latreille, 1802 is used as the stem, so that hymenopteran family-group names based
on it would become MEGALODONTESIDAE (0r MEGALODONTESINAE, as the case may be).
In accordance with Article 55b of the Code this case is referred to
the Commission. _

4. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly
asked:

(1) to use its plenary powers to rule that for the purposes of Article 29 the stem of

the generic name Megalodontes Latreille, 1802 is MEGALODONTES-;

(2) to place the following names on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology:

(a) Megalodontes Latreille, 1802 (gender: masculine), type species by mono-
typy Tenthredo cephalotes Fabricius, 1781;

(b) Megalodon Sowerby, 1827 (gender: masculine), type species by monotypy
Megalodon cucullatus Sowerby, 1827,
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(3) to place the following names on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology:
(a) cephalotes Fabricius, 1781, as published in the binomen Tenthredo cepha-
lotes (specific name of the type species of Megalodontes Latreille, 1802);
(b) cucullatus Sowerby, 1827, as published in the binomen Megalodon cucul-
latus (specific name of the type species of Megalodon Sowerby, 1827);
(4) to place the following names on the Official List of Family-Group Names in
Zoology:
(a) MEGALODONTESIDAE Konow, 1897, type genus Megalodontes Latreille, 1802
(spelling emended by the ruling in (1) above) (Insecta, Hymenoptera);
(b) MEGALODONTIDAE Morris & Lycett, 1853, type genus Megalodon Sowerby,
1827 (Mollusca, Bivalvia):
(5) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Family-Group Names in
Zoology the name MEGALODONTIDAE Konow, 1897 (spelling emended to
MEGALODONTESIDAE 1n (1) above).
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