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Abstract.  Seven  new  species  of  Faramea  Aublet
(Rubiaceae,  Coussareae)  are  newly  described  from
Colombia,  Ecuador,  Panama,  and  Peru.  The  new
species  F.  colombiana  C.  M.  Taylor  from  northwestern
Colombia  differs  from  F.  robusta  C.  M.  Taylor  by  its
longer  pedicels  and  larger  flowers;  F.  condorica  C.  M.
Taylor  from  southeastern  Ecuador  differs  from  F.
phyllonomoides  Standley  by  its  longer  calyx  limbs  and
corollas  with  the  tubes  about  twice  as  long  as  the
lobes;  F.  frondosa  C.  M.  Taylor  from  Panama  differs
from  F.  eurycarpa  Donnell  Smith  by  its  oblanceoiate
to  obovate  calyx  lobes  3.5-7  mm  long;  F.  melicoc-
coides  C.  M.  Taylor  from  western  Colombia  is
distinguished  by  its  relatively  large  fruits  with  a
thickened  pericarp,  juicy  mesocarp,  and  single
smooth  seed;  F.  ortiziana  C.  M.  Taylor  from
Amazonian  Peru  differs  from  F.  guianensis  (Aublet)
Bremekamp  by  its  often  terminal  inflorescences  and
larger  flowers  and  fruits;  F.  robusta  C.  M.  Taylor  from
northwestern  Colombia  differs  from  F.  polytriadophora
Bremekamp  by  its  longer  peduncles  and  larger
flowers;  and  F.  schunkeana  C.  M.  Taylor  from  central
Peru  differs  from  F.  morilloi  Steyermark  by  its  leaves
obtuse  to  rounded  or  cordulate  at  base,  its  larger
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ation  of  the  stipule  rib;  and  its  distichous  leaf
arrangement.  The  inflorescences  are  notably  variable,
with  flowers  solitary  to  numerous,  axillary  and/or
terminal,  and  variously  cymose  to  capitate  or
fasciculate  with  bracts  well  developed  to  reduced.
Species  of  Faramea  grow  in  moist  to  wet  forests  at  0-
3200  m;  many  if  not  most  of  them  are  distylous.

Faramea  is  similar  to  Coussarea  Aublet;  Coussarea
is  distinguished  by  its  usually  white  inflorescence
axes  (vs.  green  to  blue)  and  fruits  with  spongy
mesocarp  and  white  surfaces  (vs.  fleshy  to  juicy  and
blue  to  black,  respectively).  Faramea  has  not  been
studied  as  a  whole,  but  several  floristic  treatments
have  been  presented  (e.g.,  Taylor,  1999,  2004);
additional  comments  on  the  characteristics,  range,
and  classification  of  this  genus  were  presented  by
Taylor  (2002).

The  study  presented  here  is  taxonomic  and  floristic;
the  objective  is  enumeration  of  the  species  that  belong
to  various  Rubiaceae  genera,  and  the  species  that
occur  in  the  area  of  tropical  Central  and  South
America.  The  methods  employed  here  correspond  only
to  this  objective;  however,  this  study  is  based  on
survey  of  specimens  collected  over  more  than
60  years  using  various  survey  methods  aimed  at
various  objectives.  The  specimens  that  here  outline
the  range  and  commonness  of  these  new  species  were
located  through  a  non-exhaustive  survey  of  a  few
herbaria.  No  field  studies  have  been  done  either
targeting  these  species  or  broadly  surveying  then-
occurrence  in  regions  where  they  are  known  to  grow  or

miiary  of  the  may  be  expected  to  o
morphology  of  Faramea  has  previously  been  present¬
ed  (Taylor,  1999,  2002).  This  Neotropical  genus  of
about  130  species  of  understory  shrubs  is  character¬
ized  within  the  Rubiaceae  by  its  indehiscent,  often
leathery,  blue  to  black  fruits  with  one  rather  thin-
walled  seed;  its  ovaries  1-locular  with  one  basal  ovule;
and  its  internally  glabrous  corollas  with  four  valvate  and
lobes.  Additionally,  Faramea  can  often  be  recognized  stati
by  its  stipules  that  usually  terminate  in  a  well-  the
developed  arista  and  are  often  also  costate;  its
flattened  stems  with  a  slender  longitudinal  ridge
descending  along  each  side  as  an  apparent  continu-

r(e-g., i  Cheek  &  Csiba,
2002).  Thus,  the  floristic  information  presented  here
is  a  simplified  presence  report  based  on  an  incomplete
survey  of  the  data  available,  and  the  botanical  data
are  uneven  and  incomplete  for  this  region  (Schulman
et  al.,  2007).  Knowledge  of  the  range  of  a  species  is
essential  to  understanding  the  threats  to  its  existence

to  understanding  its  actual  conservation
status;  no  claim  is  made  here  to  accurately  describe
the  entire  geographic  range  of  any  of  these  new
species.  Knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  species
based  only  on  one  or  a  few  collections  does  not
provide  a  reasonable  estimate  of  its  population  size.
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side,  truncate,  aristate  with  arista  10-13  mm,  inserted  13-18  mm;  heads  ovoid,  enclosed  by  2  decussate
below  top  of  sheath,  frequently  broken  off.  Inflores-  pairs  of  involucrate  bracts,  outer  bracts  ovate,  2-2.5
cences  axillary  or  terminal  and  fasciculate,  glabrous;  X  2-3  cm,  at  apex  shortly  acuminate,  at  base  cordate,
peduncles  1  per  axil  or  1  to  3  at  stem  apex,  each  costate  and  with  weakly  marked  venation  similar  to
bearing  a  single  capitulum,  articulated  near  base,  that  of  leaves,  interior  bracts  ovate  to  rhombic,  ca.  10
basal  portion  5-10  mm,  at  apex  with  a  reduced  stipule  X  8  mm,  obtuse  to  acute.  Flowers  subsessile;  hypan-
subtended  by  a  pair  of  foliose  bracts,  upper  portion  thium  cylindrical,  ca.  2  mm;  calyx  limb  ca.  4  mm,
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