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Mr. Carlos Bordon (Coleoptera, Curculionidae) and Mr. José M. Avyala
(Diptera, Asilidae), residents of Maracay, are very competent amateurs as-
sociated with the Institute. The Faculty staff also includes Engineer Jorge
Teran (biological control), Dr. Santiago Clavijo and Engineer Armando Notz
(integrated pest control), Dr. Aquiles Montagne (ecology), Dr. Rafael Ca-
sares (behavior), Dr. Julia Meredith, Dr. Federico Dao, and Lic. Gerardo
Yépez T. (nematologists), and several other scientists working in related
disciplines.

Lloyd Knutson, /IBIll, Agric. Res., Sci. and Educ. Admin., USDA.
BARC-W, Beltsville, Maryland 20705.
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NOTE

Proper Placement of Some Palaearctic “*Syrphus’’ Species
(Diptera: Syrphidae)

The limits of the genus Syrphus Fabricius have been quite variable: The
genus once included all Syrphidae and now includes less than 25 valid
species. While recent authors (Fluke, Vockeroth, Dusek and Laska, and
Hippa, among others) have agreed on the limits of Syrphus, sensu stricto,
many species have been left in the genus as incertae sedis as their original
descriptions are inadequate for recognition and/or their types are lost. Dur-
ing the preparation of a Catalog of the Syrphidae of the Palaearctic Region,
I have been able to place some of these species correctly. ““Syrphus’ ba-
byssa Walker (1849, List Dipt. Ins. Brit. Mus. 3: 584) is a Xanthandrus
species (N. CoMB.). “‘Syrphus’’ orientalis Hervé-Bazin (1914, Ann. Soc.
Entomol. Fr. 83: 400) is a bare-eyed Epistrophe species (N. Coms.) with
Betasyrphus-type of abdominal pattern. As E. orientalis Herve-Bazin is a
primary junior homonym, preoccupied by Melanostoma orientalis (Wiede-
mann) (1824, Analecta Entomol.: 36) and Syrphus orientalis Loew (= vitri-
pennis Meigen?) (1858, Wien. Entomol. Monatschr. 2: 108), I rename the
species betasyrphoides Thompson (N. NAME). “*Syrphus’ etensis van der
Goot (1964, Zool. Meded., Leiden 39: 428) is a species of Dasysyrphus (N.
Coms.). I am very grateful to Dr. P. J. van Doesburg, Jr., for examining
the holotype of erensis for me.

F. Christian Thompson, Systematic Entomology Laboratory, IIBIII,
Agric. Res., Sci. and Educ. Admin., USDA, % U.S. National Museum of
Natural History, NHB-168, Washington, D.C. 20560.
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