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A NEW POCKET GOPHER FROM
FORNIA, MEXICO.
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BY E. RAYMOND HALL. Nty et

In the course of installing, in the collection of the Museum
of Vertebrate Zoology, recently accessioned California-taken
material of the nearly-white pocket gopher, Thomomys albatus
Grinnell, opportunity was taken to re-examine two strikingly
small specimens from Las Palmas Cafion, Lower California,
which I previously had regarded as young individuals. This
closer examination revealed that one of the two was an adult
and that in addition to small size there were other characters,
some of a unique kind, which prevent identifying these animals
with any previously named form. It may be known as

Thomomys bottae lucidus, new subspecies.

Type.—Female, adult, skin and skull; no. 39119, Mus. Vert. Zool.; Las
Palmas Caidion, 200 feet altitude, west side of Laguna-Salada (north of
32° N. latitude), Lower California, Mexico; October 30, 1927; collected by
J. Elton Green, original no. 881.

Diagnosis.—Color near (g) light buff above and white below; size small
(see measurements); interparietal wider than long; auditory bullae much
inflated and evenly rounded anterolaterally.

Comparison.—As compared with Thomomys albatus Grinnell, its nearest
relative, lucidus is even lighter colored, smaller in every measurement
taken, has upper incisors more incurved, more widely separated temporal
ridges, actually larger interparietal, more inflated auditory bullae which
antero-laterally are evenly rounded rather than angular, and the zygomatic
arch is only slightly, rather than greatly, thickened at the junction of the
jugal and maxilla.

Remarks.—No specimen in the abundant material of albaius from numer-
ous localities in California and Lower California shows a near approach in
characters to lucidus, though collecting at selected places in the Laguna
Salada and to the northeast of it probably will reveal intergrades.
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Incidentally, it may be remarked that the extremely pale coloration of
lucidus is in keeping with that of several other kinds of mammals obtained
in Las Palmas Caiion all of which average a trifle lighter than do individuals
of the same, or the nearly related, races from California territory near the
mouth of the Colorado River.

Specimens examined.—Two from the type locality.
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Hall—A New Pocket Gopher from Lower California.



ImEE BHL

Biodiversity Heritage Library

Hall, E. Raymond. 1932. "A new pocket gopher from Lower California,
Mexico." Proceedings of the Biological Society of Washington 45, 67-69.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/109907
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/48810

Holding Institution
Smithsonian Libraries and Archives

Sponsored by
Biodiversity Heritage Library

Copyright & Reuse

Copyright Status: In copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
Rights Holder: Biological Society of Washington

License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Rights: https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 21 September 2023 at 17:45 UTC


https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/109907
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/48810
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

