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Figs.  1-6.  Thracia  morrisoni,  n.  sp.  All  except  Fig.  4  are  of  holotype.
1,  right  valve;  2,  left  valve;  3,  interior  of  right  valve,  showing  the  pallial
sinus  faintly;  4,  MCZ  paratype,  dorsal  view;  the  small  black  space  behind
the  beaks  is  the  small  external  section  of  the  ligament;  5,  greatly  enlarged
portion  of  left  valve  to  show  fine  granulation;  6,  enlarged  detail  of  hinge
of  right  valve.
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The  Panopea-like  shape  of  this  species  is  characteristic.  It,  or  a  close
relative,  has  been  variously  identified  by  Dall  1886,  and  Johnson  1934,
as  Thracia  corbuloidea  Blainville  1824,   and  T.   distorta  Montagu  1808.
This  new  species  from  the  Carolina  coast  differs  from  T.  corbuloidea
Blainville   by   its   regular   quadrate-elliptic   profile,   without   sinuosity   of
the  ventral   margin.   It   differs   from  T.   distorta   Montagu  of   European
waters   and   from   T.   rugosa   Orbigny   1846,   of   Brazil,   by   its   central
umbones.   In  this   new  species,   anterior  and  posterior  regions  of   the
shell  are  almost  exactly  equal  in  length.

It  is  proportionately  shorter  than  T.  similis  Couthouy  1839  of  Brazil.
This  species  does  not  have  the  thinner  shell  and  concentric  ridges  of
Thracia  ( Cyathodonta )  cruziana  Dall.  The  surface  is  reminiscent  of  the
rugosity   (slight   pock-marking)   of   T.   squamosa   Carpenter,   from   Baja
California.   I   believe   this   species   belongs   to   the   subgenus   or   group
named  Ixartia.
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