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OPINION 2090 (Case 3196)

Ctenotus decaneurus yampiensis Storr, 1975 (currently C. yampiensis;
Reptilia, Sauria): neotype designated

Abstract. The Commission has designated a neotype for the Western Australian
skink species Ctenotus yampiensis Storr, 1975 (family scINCIDAE). Storr inadvertently
designated a specimen of C. militaris Storr, 1975 as the holotype of C. decaneurus
yampiensis, thus making the subspecific name a synonym of C. militaris. The
established usage of these names is conserved by the designation of a specimen
labelled ‘type of Ctenotus yampiensis’ by Storr, WAM R11741, as the neotype.
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Ruling
(1) Under the plenary power all previous type fixations for the nominal species

Ctenotus yampiensis Storr, 1975 are hereby set aside and the specimen labelled

as the ‘type of Ctenotus yampiensis’ from Wotjulum, West Kimberley, Western

Australia in the Western Australian Museum, registration number R11741, is

designated as the neotype.

(2) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names
in Zoology:

(a) militaris Storr, 1975, as published in the binomen Ctenotus militaris and as
defined by the holotype in the Western Australian Museum, registration
number R40779:

(b) yampiensis Storr, 1975, as published in the trinomen Ctenotus decaneurus
yampiensis and as defined by the neotype designated in (1) above.

History of Case 3196

An application to designate a neotype for the Western Australian skink species
Ctenotus yampiensis Storr, 1975 (family scINCIDAE), because the author inadvertently
designated a specimen of C. militaris Storr, 1975 as the holotype of C. decaneurus
yampiensis, thus making the subspecific name a synonym of C. militaris, was received
from L.A. Smith (Western Australian Museum, Perth, Western Australia, Australia)
on 19 February 2001. After correspondence the case was published in BZN 59:
273-274 (December 2002). The title, abstract and keywords of the case were
published on the Commission’s website. No comments on this case were received.

Decision of the Commission

On 1 March 2004 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the
proposals published in BZN 59: 274. At the close of the voting period on 1 June 2004
the votes were as follows: 19 Commissioners voted FOR the proposals, 2 Commis-
sioners voted AGAINST, Bouchet, Calder and Ng were on leave of absence, no vote
was received from Macpherson.
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Voting against, Mahnert commented that ‘prevailing usage’ should not overtake
the Principle of Priority in this case. Too many errors are associated with the name
C. yampiensis, which is clearly a synonym of C. militaris. Also voting against, Stys
commented that the curatorial efforts to have everything in order precedes taxonomic
study and consequently the ruling of the Commission could have some unexpected
taxonomic side-effects. The request seems premature.

Original references

The following are the original references to the names placed on an Official List by the ruling
given in the present Opinion:
militaris, Ctenotus, Storr, 1975, Records of The Western Australian Museum, 3: 231.

yampiensis, Ctenotus decaneurus, Storr, 1975, Records of The Western Australian Museum, 3:
235.



ImEE BHL

Biodiversity Heritage Library

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature. 2004. "(Case 3196).
Ctenotus Decaneurus Yampiensis Storr, 1975 (Currently C. Yampiensis;
Reptilia, Sauria): Neotype Designated." The Bulletin of zoological nomenclature
61, 206-207.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/107002
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/42760

Holding Institution
Smithsonian Libraries and Archives

Sponsored by
Biodiversity Heritage Library

Copyright & Reuse

Copyright Status: In copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
Rights Holder: International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature

License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Rights: https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 26 March 2024 at 12:56 UTC


https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/107002
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/42760
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

