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NAPOMYZA  WESTWOOD,  1840  (INSECTA,  DIPTERA):  PROPOSED
CONSERVATION  BY  THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  NAPOMYZA

CURTIS,  1837.  Z.N.(S.)2495

By  Graham  C.  D.  Griffiths  {Department  of  Entomology  ,  University  of
Alberta,  Edmonton,  Alberta  T6G  2E3,  Canada),  Kenneth  A.  Spencer
(Exwell  Farm,  Bray  Shop,  Callington,  Cornwall  PL17  8Q  J,  U.K.)  and

George  C.  Steyskal  {Systematic  Entomology  Laboratory  IIBIII,
Agricultural  Research  Service  USD  A,  c/o  U.S.  National  Museum  of  Natural

History,  Washington  D.C.  20560,  U.S.A.)

Thompson  &  Mathis  (1980,  p.  85)  pointed  out  that  the  name
Napomyza,  used  now  for  an  agromyzid  genus  of  wide  distribution  contain-
ing  approximately  50  species  of  stem  or  seedfeeding  flies  (including  several
of  economic  importance)  was  first  proposed  by  Curtis  (1837,  p.  282)  in  a
hitherto  overlooked  publication,  with  the  sole  included  species  Phytomyza
nigricornis  Macquart,  1835,  p.  618.

2.  Curtis  treated  Napomyza,  a  name  apparently  derived  from  an
unpublished  manuscript  by  A.  H.  Haliday,  as  synonymous  with  Phytomyza
Fallen  (  1  8  1  0,  p.  2  1  ),  and  was  followed  in  this  by  Thompson  &  Mathis  (  1  980).
Hendel  (1934,  p.  334)  regarded  Phytomyza  nigricornis  as  synonymous  with
Phytomyza  affinis  Fallen  (1823,  p.  3).  Acceptance  of  this  synonymy,  based
on  Curtis'  publication  of  Napomyza,  would  require  all  species  presently
placed  in  the  genus  Napomyza  Curtis  to  be  given  another  name.  In  the
interests  of  stabihty  this  is  clearly  undesirable.

3.  No  original  specimens  of  Phytomyza  nigricornis  Macquart  have
survived  and  information  from  Curtis'  notebook  and  specimens,  which  are
preserved  in  the  Museum  of  Victoria,  Melbourne,  shows  that  three  different
species  were  confused  by  Curtis  under  this  name.  Following  careful  con-
sideration,  Griffiths  (1976,  p.  21)  proposed  that  Phytomyza  nigricornis
should  be  treated  as  a  nomen  dubium  and  this  is  now  accepted  by  specialists
on  the  AGROMYZIDAE.

4.  Phytomyza  affinis  Fallen,  the  identity  of  which  was  clarified  by
Spencer  (1965)  following  study  of  Fallen's  types  in  Stockholm,  is  a  species
entirely  distinct  from  that  assumed  by  Hendel  (1934)  and  we  therefore  reject
the  synonymy  of  Napomyza  Curtis  with  Napomyza  Fallen.

5.  Westwood  (1840,  p.  152)  in  his  'Synopsis'  contains  the  following
entry  for  Napomyza:  'S.g.  Napomyza  A.H.H.  MSS.  1  sp.  P.  festiva\
This  indicates  that  the  name  was  proposed  as  a  subgenus  of  Phytomyza  and
derives  from  an  unpublished  manuscript  by  A.  H.  Haliday.  Hendel  (1920,
p.  148)  synonymised  Phytomyza  festiva  Meigen  (1830,  p.  189)  with
Phytomyza  elegans  Meigen  (1830,  p.  148).  Spencer  (1966,  p.  3)  confirmed
this  synonymy,  after  examination  of  the  types  of  both  elegans  a.ndi  festiva  in
the  Museum  National  d'Histoire  Naturelle,  Paris.  Griffiths  (1968,  p.  4)
examined  specimens  of  this  species  in  the  Haliday  collection  in  Dublin
which  are  assumed  to  be  those  referred  to  as  Phytomyia  festiva  in  Haliday  's
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(1833)  catalogue  of  the  Diptera  occurring  near  Holy  wood  in  Downshire.
The  entry  for  Napomyza  in  Westwood's  1840  'Synopsis'  thus  poses  no
problems  of  interpretation.  However,  Napomyza  Curtis,  1837  still  remains  a
problem  as  the  senior  homonym.

6.  Napomyza  was  treated  as  a  full  genus  by  Hendel  (1920)  and  this  is
now  generally  accepted.

7.  On  the  basis  of  the  above  facts  the  International  Commission  on
Zoological  Nomenclature  is  requested  to:

(1)  use  its  plenary  powers  to  suppress  the  generic  name  Napomyza
Curtis,  1837  for  the  purposes  of  both  the  Principle  of  Priority
and  the  Principle  of  Homonymy;

(2)  place  on  the  Official  List  of  Generic  Names  in  Zoology  the
name  Napomyza  Westwood,  1840  (gender:  feminine),  type
species,  by  monotypy,  Phytomyzafestiva  Meigen,  1830;

(3)  place  on  the  Official  List  of  Specific  Names  in  Zoology  the
name  elegans  Meigen,  1830,  as  published  in  the  binomen
Phytomyza  elegans  (valid  name  at  the  time  of  this  application
for  the  type  species  oi  Napomyza  Westwood,  1840);

(4)  place  on  the  Official  Index  of  Rejected  and  Invalid  Generic
Names  in  Zoology  the  name  Napomyza  Curtis,  1837  as
suppressed  under  the  plenary  powers  in  (1)  above.

REFERENCES

CURTIS,  J.  1837.  A  guide  to  an  arrangement  of  British  Insects;  being  a  catalogue  of
all  the  named  species  hitherto  discovered  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  London,
yi  +  294pp.

FALLEN,  C.  F.  1810.  Specim.  entomolog.  novam  Diptera  disponendi  methodum
exhibens.  Lund,  26  pp.  +  1  pi.

1823.  Phytomyzides  et  Ochtidae  Sveciae.  Lund,  10  pp.
GRIFFITHS,  G.  C.  D.  1867.  Revision  of  the  Phytomyza  syngenesiae  group

(Diptera,  Agromyzidae),  including  species  hitherto  known  as  '"Phytomyza
atricornis  Meigen".  Stuttg.  Beitr.  Naturk.,  no.  177,  pp.  1-28.

1968.  Agromyzidae  (Diptera)  from  Ireland.  Proc.  Roy.  Ir.  Acad.,  vol.  67(B),
pp.  37-61.

HALIDAY,  A.  H.  1833.  Catalogue  of  Diptera  occurring  about  Holywood  in
Downshire.  Entomol.  Mag.,  vol.  1,  pp.  147-180.

HENDEL,  F.  1920.  Die  palaarktischen  Agromyziden  (Prodromus  einer  Mono-
graphie).  Arch.  Naturgesch.,  vol.  84(7)  (1918),  pp.  109-174.

1934.  59.  Agromyzidae.  Die  Fliegen  der  palaarktischen  Region  6  (2),  pp.
321-368.  Schweizerbart,  Stuttgart.

MACQUART,  M.  1835.  Histoire  Naturelle  des  Insectes.  Dipteres.  2.  Paris,  710  pp.
MEIGEN,  J.  W.  1830.  Systematische  Beschreibung  der  bekannten  europdischen

zweifliigeligen  Insekten  6.  Hamm,  xi  +  401  pp.
SPENCER,  K.  A.  1965.  A  classification  of  Fallen's  type  specimens  of  Agromyzidae

(Diptera)  in  Stockholm  and  Lund.  Entomol.  Tidskr.,  vol.  86,  pp.  249-259.
1966.  A  clarification  of  the  genus  Napomyza  Westwood  (Diptera:
Agromyzidae).  Proc.  Roy.  entomol.  Soc,  Ser  B,  vol.  35,  pp.  29-40.



1  72  Bull.  zool.  Norn.  ,  vol.  43,  pt  2,  July  1  986

THOMPSON,  F.  C.  &  MATHIS,  W.  N.  1980.  Haliday's  generic  names  of  Diptera
first  published  in  Curtis'  A  Guide  to  .  .  .  British  Insects  (1837).  /.  Wash.  Acad.
Sci..  vol.  70,  80-89.

WESTWOOD,  J.  O.  1840.  Order  xiii.  Diptera  Aristotle  (Antliata  Fabricius,
Halteriptera  Clairv.).  Pp.  125-158.  In:  An  introduction  to  the  modern
classification  of  insects.  Synopsis  of  the  genera  of  British  insects.  London.
158 pp.



Griffiths, Graham C. D., Spencer, K A, and Steyskal, George C. 1986. 
"Napomyza Westwood, 1840 (Insecta, Diptera): proposed conservation by the
suppression of Napomyza Curtis, 1837. Z. N. (S.) 2495." The Bulletin of
zoological nomenclature 43, 170–172. https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.412.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/45868
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.412
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/412

Holding Institution 
Natural History Museum Library, London

Sponsored by 
Natural History Museum Library, London

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: In copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
Rights Holder: International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
Rights: https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 26 March 2024 at 12:51 UTC

https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.412
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/45868
https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.412
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/412
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

