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ALECTRA   ASPERA   (CHAM.   &   SCHLECHT.)
L.   O.   WILLIAMS

While  writing
Flora   Mesoam

rect  name  for  the  species  is  Ai
m.  &  Schlecht.)  L.  O.  Williams

ericana,  covering  the  area  from  Chiapas  to  Pan-      synonyms  of  this  taxon  are  listed  below,
ama  (Gentry,  1981),  we  encountered  a  problem
concerning  the   correct   name  for   the   Central       Alectra   asoera   fCham.   &   Schlecht   ^   T,   (
American  species.

Pedicularis   melampyroides   L.   C.   Rich.   (1792)
is  the  first  published  name  for  the  species.  The
species  was  transferred  into  the  genus  Alectra  by
Kuntze   (1891).   Melchior   (1941),   in   his   revision
of  the  genus  Alectra,  accepted  A,  melampyroides
(L.  C.  Rich.)  O.  Kuntze  as  the  valid  name.  How-

ever, this  is  a  later  homonym  of  Alectra  melam-
pyroides Benth.  (1846),  which  is  a  synonym  of     Alectra  fluminensis  (Vellozo)

:tra  aspera  (Cham.  &  Schlecht.)  L.  O.  Wil-
liams, Fieldiana,  Bot.  34:  118.  1972.  Glos-

sostylis  aspera  Cham.  &  Schlecht.,  Linnaea
3:  23.  1828.  type:  Brazil.   Provincia  Rio  Ja-

neiro in  fossis  prope  St.  Annam,  xii,  Bey  rich
s.n.  (HAL?,  not  seen).

ra  brasiliensis  Benth.  in  DC,  Prodr.  10:  339.  1846.
Melasma  brasiliense  (Benth.)  Chodat  &  Hassler,
Bull.  Herb.  Boissier  4:  291,  1904.

7//7.
name  A,  melampyroides  (L,  C.  Rich.)  O.  Kuntze
is  therefore  illegitimate  and  cannot  be  used.  Ben-
tham  (1846)  used  the  name  Alectra  brasiliensis
for  the  Central  American  species.

Another   name,   Scrophularia   fluminensis,   was
published  for   the   species   by   Vellozo   (1831)   in
"Florae  Fluminensis."  Carauta  (1973)  stated  that
the  effective  date  of  publication  of  "Florae  Flu-

minensis" was  1829  for  the  text  volume,  not

52:  635.  1971.  Scrophularia fluminensis  VtWozo,
Florae  Fluminensis  263.  1829.

Alectra  melampyroides  (L.  C.  Rich.)  O.  Kuntze,  Revis.
Gen.  PL  2:  458.  1891,  non  Benth.  1846.  Pedicu-

laris melampyroides  L.  C.  Rich.,  Actes  Soc.  Hist,
Nat  Paris  1(1):  111.  1792.  Nigrina  melampy-

)  O.  Kuntze,  Revis.  Gen.  PI.Rich
Melasma

Wilson
Virgi
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We  would  like  to  thank  Dr.  C.  E.  Jarvis  for
comments  on  the  manuscript.
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