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THE  STATUS  OF  THE  RIFFLE  BEETLE  GENUS
LARA  AND  HOMONYMY  OF  THE  SUBFAMILY

GROUP  NAME  LARINAE
(COLEOPTERA:  ELMIDAE)  1

Paul J. Spangler^

ABSTRACT: An homonymy exists between Larinae (Coleoptera: Elmidae) and Larinae
( Aves: Laridae). There is a need to eliminate this homonymy and a name change to Larainae
is being proposed to the I.C.Z.N.

The  family  Elmidae  (Shuckard,  1839),  as  we  recognize  it  today,  has
undergone  numerous  changes  in  its  classification  since  its  inception.
Although  most  of  those  changes  involved  the  family  name,  another  change
involving  the  name  of  one  of  the  two  subfamilies  is  now  needed.  The  family
Elmidae  is  presently  divided  into  two  subfamilies,  the  Elminae  and  the
Larinae.  When  LeConte  (1852)  published  his  synopsis  of  the  "Parnidae"
of  the  United  States,  he  described  the  genus  Lara  which  he  placed  in  a
"Div.  2.  Dryopini  Er."  When  LeConte  (1861)  next  referred  to  the  genus
Lara  he  divided  the  "Parnidae"  into  three  subfamilies,  the  "Psephenidae,"
the  "Parnidae,"  and  the  "Elmidae."  At  that  time  he  designated  and
included  a  key  to  two  tribes,  the  "Larini"  and  the  "Parnini."  The  tribe
Larini  was  based  solely  on  his  genus  Lara,

LeConte's  tribe  Larini  was  later  raised  to  a  family  "Lariidae"  by
Boving  (1929)  following  his  study  of  the  larva  of  Lara.  However,  a  few
years  later  in  their  extensive  study  of  larval  Coleoptera,  Boving  and
Craighead  (  193  1  )  reduced  the  Lariidae  to  a  subfamily  "Larinae"  where  it
has  remained  to  the  present  time.  However,  the  use  of  the  homonymous
subfamily  group  name  Larinae  cannot  be  maintained  in  Coleoptera  because
it  is  currently  and  correctly  used  in  Aves  and  has  been  since  Bonaparte
(1831)  erected  the  family  name  "Laridae"  and  the  subfamily  "Larinae"
based  on  the  nominotypic  genus  Lams  Linnaeus  (1758).

Neave  (  1  939),  in  his  list  of  generic  and  subgeneric  names,  cited  the  use
of  Lara  by  Drapiez  (  1  8  1  9)  as  a  generic  name  for  Hymenoptera.  However,
Pate  (  1  937)  and  Bohart  and  Menke  (  1  976)  regarded  its  use  by  Drapiez  as
either  a  lapsus  calami  or  a  typographical  error.  Furthermore,  because
Drapiez's  use  of  Lara  cannot  be  demonstrated  to  be  an  emendation  of  the
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generic  name  Larra  Fabricius  (1793),  it  has  no  standing  according  to  the
Code  (Art.  33c)  (1985),  and  Lara  LeConte  is  not  preoccupied  by  Lara
Drapiez.

Because  the  stems  of  the  similar  generic  names  Lara  LeConte  (  Insecta)
and  Larus  Linnaeus  (  1  758)  (  Aves),  as  well  as  several  other  generic  names
listed  by  Neave,  would  be  homonymous  in  forming  family  group  names,  I
am  submitting  a  request  to  the  Commission  to  rule  that  the  stem  of  Lara,  for
the  purposes  of  Article  29,  should  be  changed  from  Lar-  to  Lara-.
Therefore,  the  subfamily  name  for  the  elmid  beetles  would  be  Larainae.
This  would  be  in  agreement  with  the  previous  decision  (  Opinion  1  40)  made
by  the  Commission  in  the  case  of  similar  generic  names,  Merops  Linnaeus
(1758)  (Aves)  and  Merope  Newman  (1838)  (Insecta),  where  the  stems
were  identical  and  the  family  group  name  could  not  be  identical.

Because  the  name  Larinae  for  the  elmid  beetles  needs  to  be  changed
because  of  the  homonymy,  and  the  change  is  needed  now,  I  am  presently
using  the  name  Larainae  in  the  hope  that  the  Commission  eventually  will
reach  the  same  decision.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I thank Curtis W. Sabrosky and F. Christian Thompson for their constructive review of
this article.

LITERATURE  CITED

Bohart, R.M., and A.S. Menke. 1976. Sphecid Wasps of the World a Generic Revision, viii
+ 695 pp. University of California Press. Berkeley.

Bonaparte,  C.L.  1831.  Giornale  Arcadico,  vol.  49,  pp.  33.  58.
Bbving,  A.G.  1929.  On  the  Classification  of  Beetles  According  to  Larval  Characters.

Bulletin of the Brooklyn Entomological Society 24(2): 55-80, 17 pis.
Boving, A.G., and F.C. Craighead. 1931. An Illustrated Synopsis of the Principal Larval

Forms of the Order Coleoptera. Brooklyn Entomological Society, viii + 35 1 pp. The
Science Press Printing Company, Lancaster, Pa.

Drapiez, M. 1819. Description de Huit Especes d'Insectes Nouveaux. Annales Generates de
sciences et Physiques (Bruxelles) I: 45-55.

Fabricius, J.C. 1 793. Entomologia systematica emendata et aucta, etc. Vol. 2, viii + 5 1 9 pp.
C.G. Profit, Hafniae.

International  Commission  of  Zoological  Nomenclature.  1985.  International  Code  of
Zoological Nomenclature. Third edition, xx + 338 pp. H.Charlesworth& Company Ltd.,
Huddersfield, England.

LeConte, J.L.  1852. Synopsis of the Parnidae of the United States. Proceedings of the
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia 6: 41-45.

LeConte, J.L. 861. Classification of the Coleoptera of North America. Part I. Smithsonian
Miscellaneous Collections, No. 136, (Vol.  3):  1-208.



Spangler, P J. 1986. "The Status Of The Riffle Beetle Genus Lara And
Homonymy Of The Subfamily Group Name Larinae (Coleoptera, Elmidae)." 
Entomological news 97, 77–78. 

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/20681
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/39486

Holding Institution 
Smithsonian Libraries and Archives

Sponsored by 
Smithsonian

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: In copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
Rights Holder: American Entomological Society
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
Rights: https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 22 September 2023 at 02:55 UTC

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/20681
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/39486
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

