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Is  February,  1R7-1.  I  visited  Tasmania  for  a  missionary  tour
throughout  the  islaii'l..  r  a7id  for  nearly  three  years  traversed  its
various  districts.  I  had  thus  an  opportunity  of  becoming

cquainted  with  all  1
5  resided

for  weeks  together  in  some  localities,  and  on  the  south  coast  made
frequent  journeys  on  foot  amount  the  splitters  and  fishermen
on  that  part  of  the  island.  These  journeys  gave  me  leisure
for  observation,  and  I  was  able  in  some  small  degree  to  increase
the  knowledge  of  Tasmanian  natural  history.  Many  of  the
notes  made  have  been  published,  and  Bome  I  hope  still  to
place  in  an  available  shape  before  the  public.  Some  are  of  a
strictly  technical  character,  but  some  have  a  more  simple  and
popular  aspect.  Such,  for  Instance,  are  the  notes  made  upon  the
forests  and  timber  resources,  and  I  venture  to  think  it  may  be
worthy  of  a  place  in  the  Royal  Society's  proceedings  if  I  bring
before"  them  what  I  haw  born  able  to  note  on  this  subject.  It  is
well  known  that  Tasmania  has  in  its  timber  one  of  its  very  great

these  are  cannot  fail'  to  be  of  service  to  the  public.
Tasmania  may  be  said  generally  to  be  a  thickly

between  the  main  ranges  and  the  sea,  the  soil  is  usually  cL • ', d

generally
country.  With  the  exception  of  the  table-lands  and  the  slo]
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either  are  they  coniined  to  any  particular  height  above
level.  The  fine  timber  near  the  Mill-house  Falls  grows
i  1,000  feet  and  more  above  the  sea,  while  the  forests  on



of  the  Huon  and  Kermi
the  beach.  The  aspects  of  these
quite  different  from  the  i
of  the  island.  The  vegetation  is  dense  and  almost  tropical  in
character.  The  vets  are  the  tall  and  taper-
ing  blue  gum  trees,  b>  whi<  i  name'  I  shall  luavs  refer  subse-
quently  to  the  Eucalyptus  globulus.  They  grow  so  close  together
as  quite  to  si  i  u:  <■  t  and  wand-like
that  the  slim  lines  of  bark  look  like  fine  ornamental  graining.
They  are  of  immense  height;  200  feet  without  a  branch
is  not  at  all  uncommon,  and  there  are  very  many  trees  ranging
from  300  to  400  feet  high.  Long  bands  of  bark  hang  down  from
their  sides  and  across  their  branches,  and  these  when  set  in
motion  by  the  wind  keep  up  a  cim-taut  raitle  and  creaking,
filling  the  gloomy  forest  with  the  strangest  echoes  and  sounds.
The  great  height  of  the  trees  would  never  he  imagined  from  the
aspect  the}  pn-cnt  A-  ihev  alv.u-  gn,  \  on  \er\  steep  slopes
and  never  crown  the  summit  of  the  rid  gea,  their  height  ia  lost
against  the  adjacent  ranges.  It  is  only  when  standing  at  the  foot

around  from  the  buttress-like  base,  twisting  and  turning  round

ally  what  is  called
rood  (Olearia  argopl
■enelarliomloidvd).  1

elliptica),  stinkwood  (Zirra



o  be  absolutely  no  difference
of  the  Dividing  Range  in
Jpper  Yarra  and  along  the
if  the  vegetation  is  certainly
un-ini  folia.  Aster  .stellulatul;

eilfordia  salicina  moot
ieed,  almost  exclude

owtli,  the  long  narrow  stems  of  the  Poma-
.  impenetrable  thickets  on  the  Black  Spur,

though  identical  in  aspect  and  graceful
c  species.  JE.  amyrjdttlina*  taking  the  place



Lepiospernum  lanifjrra.  JJncir.-nu  hitifolia,  J),  ulicina,  IlaJcea
pugioniformis,  Gleichenia  dicarpa,  G.  jlnbellata,  and  a  few  others.

Before  I  pass  on  to  the  consideration  of  the  timber  products
I  may  say  a  word  here  as  to  what  I  regard  as  the  cause  of  the
singular  height  and  straightness  of  the  Eucalypti  in  these  forests.
This  is  a  peculiarity  almost  restricted  to  Tasmania  and  Victoria.
The  trees  grow  to  a  great  height  in  the  forests  of  New  South
Wales,  hut  nothing  like  the  altitude  thev  attain  in  the  other
Colonies.  In  this  respect  the  greatest  height  seems  to  be
reached  in  Victoria.  Trees  have  been  felled  which  measured
over  460  feet,  and  it  is  common  to  see  them  in  both  Colonies
rising  200  feet  and  more,  as  Btnught  as  an  arn.w,  before  sending
forth  a  branch.  Now,  in  what  wav  are  we  to  account  for  this  r  1
First  of  all  it  must  he  obsened  that  we  never  sec  this  kind  of

subsoil  is  probably  several  f'u  :  ot'a'l  umu  .'  ■>  ,p-ul  of  decayed

wood  and  leaves.  As  soon  as  the  seeds  of  the  gum  tree  germinate
they  shoot  up  with  extraordinary  rapidity.  Young  s
constantlv

of  Eucalypti,  with  few



f  seen  on  the  more  exposed  summits.
t  the  base  are  very  lofty,  though  not

ualling  those  of  the  Black  Spur  ;
ic  summit  the  timber

stunted  and  ragged,  and  those  lofty  trees  on  the  slope  which  send
these  branches  thus  far  partake  of'  the  knotted  twisted  character,
and  have  them  all  very  singularly  bent  towards  the  mountain
by  the  prevailing  direction  of  the  w  T  inds  to  which  they  are

nportant  Eacl  \iews  as  to  the
growth  of  the  Eucalyptus  are  correct.  There  are  plenty  of  deep
shady  gullies  in  the  mountains  of  Europe  where  the  experiment
might  be  tried.  In  Norway  and  in  Bome  of  the  valleys  of  the
Alps  favourable  places  might  very  easily  be  found.  I  am  convinced
that  the  trees  are  of  very  rapid  growth,  and  even  the  largest  are
not  of  great  age.  Cold  does  not  affect  them.  In  many  of  the
gullies  of  Tasmania  the  snow  lies  around  the  trees  for  six  months

sometimes  exposed  to  a  verv  hiirh  temperature.  The  acclimatiza-
tion,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  a  matter  of  great  difficulty,
neither  would  much  time  be  required  for  the  experiment.
Baron  von  Mueller  assures  us  in  his  "Select  Plants"  that  the
Eucalypt  is  much  more  hardy  than  the  orange  or  lemon  tree.

It  is  a  very  interesting  inquiry  to  know  how  old  are  the
stately  trees  which  people  these  forests.  Judging  from  their
size,  one  would  be  inclined  to  attribute  to  them  great  antiquity.
I  was  very  anxious  to  collect  data  on  the  subject  ;  but  to
nearly  all  my  in;  I  mere  guesses;  from  200
to  300  years  was  the  general  reply.  I  found,  however,  in  Mr.

;ion  at  <■■  sable.  Mr.
of  an  extensive  sawmill  at  Honey  wood,



viceable  timber

the  l\e"  mania

takes  precautions  a-aiust  them,  am]  keeps  a  earel'ul  watch,  they
may  not  only  be  painful  but  dangerous  in  their  attacks.  A



block  out  of  the  si



gum-tree  is  cut  down,  and  its  stem
brushwood,  thus  leading  300  or  400

.  le  Eeet  above  it  ;  from  tlii
either  by  cutting  fresh  trees,  or  by
either  as  flights  of  steps  or  pathwa'
will  he  pc-nctraiedforhalfamile,  a",

beauty.  Dull  green  is  the  light,  ai
quiet  is  disturbed  by  nothing  hut  1
far  overhead,  the  soiind  of  some  wo
cry  of  the  wattle  hmKAn/in.clnrra

carpeted  with  bright  given  ui"ss.
spring  up  all  around,  ami  the  bro

Mi  ir>/mrj)op//i/lh/,;i  and
palin-like  fronds,'  shut  in*  the  view  c
seclusion  lovely  beyond  description,
dripping  with  moisture,  so  that  the
said  to  be  always  wet  through.  Th
bundles  of  fifty,  fastened  round  wit'
tight  and  compact  as  if  the  whole  1
done  by  tying  up  a  bundle  of  some
and  then  wedging  in  the  remaind
shingles  will  weigh  from  50  to  00  lbs,  vet  1  h;

goods;  and  though  the  disadvantages



system  almost  unavoidable.
The  larger  timber  which  is  useful  for  heavier  purposes  than

shingle*,  is  treated  in  :i  different  way.  The  trees,  when  they  are
felled,  are  cut  into  lengths  of  in.  12.  and  11  feet,  according  to
the  nature  of  the  "  stuff."'  as  it  is  called.  The  huge  round  logs
thus  resulting  are  rolled  down  to  the  edge  of  the  tramway,  or
drawn  by  bullocks  on  a  kind  of  wheeled  sleigh.  It  is  thus
brought  to  the  sawmill,  where  it  is  speedily  cut  up  into  M  sawn
stuff."  The  thickness  and  length  of  course  depend  upon  the
kind  of  timber  required.  At  the  time  of  the  gold  fever  (lSo2-3-i),
when  the  timber  trade  of  the  Huon  reached  a  prosperity  which
has  never  been  seen  before  or  since,  the  demand  was  enormous.
But  it  could  not  be  cut  too  light;  the  thinnest  shingles,  studs,
palings,  and  battens  were  sure  to  meet  the  readiest  sale.  The

'  .  •  ,ltv  of  carriage,
explain  this  peculiarity.  At  ilie  present  tin-  trade  is  very  fluc-
tuating,  and  the  supply  probably  in  excess  of  the  demand.  The
favourite  timber  used  for  sawing  is  stringy-bark  (Eucalyptus
obliqua)  and  blue-gum  I  S  The  former  is
most  in  use—  first  of  all  because  it  is  more  abundant,  but  pro-

they  say  here,  to  work.  It  is  preferred  for  all  kinds  of  carpentry
where  more  strength  is  required  than  pine  could  furnish.  But
there  is  a  second  species  of  siringv-bark  winch  is  called  here
"  gum-topped  stringy  -bark."  I  have'verv  little  doubt  that  this  is
Eucalyptus  rlrynta,  of  Siebold.  The  Rev.  'W.  W.  Spicer  has
made  known  its  existence  in  Tasmania,  which  was  not  hitherto
recorded.  It  is  the  "mountain  ash"  of  ISew  South  Wales
splitters,  and  occurs  in  the  south-eastern  part  of  this  Colony  and
in  Victoria.  In  South  Australia  it  is  a  mere  twiggy  bush  15
to  20  feet  high.  It  is  exactly  like  stringy  -bark  in  the  fibrous
twisted  bark^  but  it  is  very  much  more  like  the  blue  gum  in  the
leaf.  I  never  examined  the  seed-vessels  or  flowers.  The  wood
is  lighter  in  colour  than  E  .  hich  goes  by  the
name  of  brown  stringy-bark.  The  '-gum-top"  is  close-grained,
and  very  few  are  able  to  distinguish  the  timber  from  blue  gum.
It  is  much  used  for  shipbuilding  purposes.

But  for  all  work  where  length,  strength,  and  durability  are
required  Eu>-,-:  !ue  gum,  is  most  in  demand,
It  is  generallv  procured  bv  hand  sawvers,  who  cut  up  the  trees
where  they  fall  in  the  forest.  Its  uses  are  very  various.  It  is
in  demand  for  br  pen,  coach  and  wheelwright
work  ;  but  to  shipbuilders  it  is  invaluable.  It  makes  the  very-
best  planking  for  ships'  bottoms.  It  has  the  property  of  swell-
ing  under  water  to  such  an  extent  that  it  becomes  a  matter  of



are  both  worthless  and  soon  decay.  The  irno  serviceable  blue
gum  must  come  from  the  m  re  urn  i'e're  nee  of  the  tree,  about  mid-
way  between  the  bark  and  centre.

main^ourel-sofsuiVl:  "l  "'''  ,  '  u'  d  I  i  .  \w>  (  Danydium

scarce;  it  is  only  found  in  a  few  remote  spots  far  in  the  moun-
tain  ranges.  The  sources  of  the  Pieton  are  now  the  principal
localities  whence  tins  timber  is  derived.  A  no;  her  tree,  much  used
for  spars,  is  the  celery-topped  pine  (P/,,,1larlad>i*  rhomhoidalis*)  ;

argophylla),  dogwood  (lied  for  did  salicina)  are  used  for  orna-
mental  purposes  with  lightwood,  or  blackwood,  for  it  gOM  by

other  trees.
The  blackwood  (Acacia  mrlanoxylon)  is  lar-elv  used  for  oil-

know,  that  is  suitable  for  the  purpose.  The  tree,  on  -rood  soil

stem  several  feet  in  diameter.  It  is  split  into
inches  thick  and  6  feet  lone;,  and  then  shipped  from  the  Tamar
to  Victoria.  The  wood  is  also  considered  most  valuable  for

(for  sounding  boards  and  actions)  and  numerous  other  purposes.
Silver  wattle  (Acacia  J,r»r,;>,  )  is  also  much  used  Cor  staves,
from  20  inches  to  5  feet  long;  it  is  shipped  in  quantity
to  Victoria,  and  used  for  beef  and  water  casks.  Trees  from
12  to  24  inches  in  diameter  are  the  usual  sizes  worked;
but  they  become  daily  scarcer,  from  the  fact  that  they
are  annually  destroyed  in  hundreds  of  thousands  for  ihe  sake  of
the  valuable  bark.  The  bark  and  gum  of  this  tree  are  becoming
highly  esteemed  because  of  the  manv  dyeing  purposes  for
which  it  is  found  they  are  almost  unequalled".  Voting  trees  are
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trees.  If  young  trees  were  allowed  to  grow  up  to  supply  those
which  have  been  felled,  the  supply  might  be  considered  inex-
haustible.  But  this  is  not  the  case.  If  the  ground  has  been  at



all  well  cleared  by  the  splitter  or  sawyer  it  is  seized  upon  by  the
settler,  wbo  grubs  the  stumps  and  destroys  the  saplings,  planting
in  pl.!>  i-'-j  takes,  and  those  fruits  which,
next  to  timber,  form  the  principal  export  of  the  Huon.

Yet,  in  spite  of  all  these  drawbacks,  there  is  still  a  consider-
able  supply  of  timber  in  the  forests  which  can  hardly  be  ever
selected,  as  the  scrub  is  too  dense.  I  am  informed  that,  judging
from  the  area  of  land  worked  over  in  the  Huon  district  for  the
last  thirty  years,  there  is  beyond  a  doubt  a  supply  for  fifty  years
at  the  same  rate  of  production.

The  only  way  to  prevent  the  wholesale  destruction  of  the
timber  will  be  by  proclaiming  reserves  or  State  forests,  as  they
have  done  in  Victoria.  This  is  what  the  saw  vers  and  splitters
are  crying  out  for,  but  as  yet  without  effect.  -  I  do  not  under-
take  to  pronounce  an  opinion  on  a  question  which  may  have
political  difficulties  unappreciablc  by  me  ;  but  it  does  seem  a
mistaken  liberty  to  allow  selectors  to  settle  on  land  of  great
value  as  a  timber  forest  but  useless  for  agriculture,  until  the
whole  of  the  valuable  timber  is  ruthlessly  destroyed.  It  seems
to  me  that  as  long  as  anv  available  land  can  be  obtained
free  from  timber,  or  with  'timber  of  little  value  upon  it,  no
selector  should  be  allowed  to  destroy  the  forests.  The  matter  is
one  which  the  Legislature  should  'deal  with  promptly,  or  the
forests  of  Tasmania,  peerless  and  priceless  as  they  once  were,
will  soon  be  things  of  the  past.
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