No. 12.— A Collection of Birds from southwestern New Guinea (Merauke
coast and iland).

By OutraMm Banags AND JaAMES L. PETERS.

Tuis collection, a recent gift to the M. C. Z. by Dr. Thomas Barbour,
was made by Thomas Jackson in 1920-1924, in the general region of
Merauke, Dutch New Guinea.

This region, opposite Cape York, is an interesting part of Papua as it
has a strong Australian element in its bird-fauna. Several of the forms
have apparently not been taken previously in New Guinea and others
have been recorded from Merauke only by Van Oort (Nova Guinea,
1909).

Unfortunately Jackson’s collection contains very few small birds,
and gives an impression that bird collecting was far from being a pri-
mary consideration with him. His labels, written on paper of very
poor quality, twisted about the leg, and sometimes from dampness or
some such cause disintegrated entirely, left the specimen with only a
fragment of paper on the leg. Such specimens are listed “no data.”
There were no field-notes accompanying-the collection, except that a
few labels have notations such as “very common,” “very scarce,”
“legs black” and sometimes the total length is given in inches. Neither
is there any itinerary. The spelling of geographic names on the labels
does not always coincide with those on current maps; for instance
Mapi is written “ Mapia’’; “ Ellinder” River we take to be Eilenden;
“Edrich” Edric; and “ Myjoie” River we have been unable to inter-
pret, though judging from the dates of collection, it is doubtless a
tributary of the Upper Digul; the “ Wendoe Mer” River probably is
near Merauke.

In the case of some of the species we were unable to determine defi-
nitely the subspecies owing to altogether inadequate material from
Australia, particularly from Northwest Territory and Cape York.
These Dr. Ernst Hartert most kindly compared at Tring, where the
Mathews Collection is, and has sent very full notes on his results.
Without this generous codperation it would have been impossible to
settle a number of cases.
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(CASUARIUS CASUARIUS SCLATERI Salvadori.
One. Adult; no data.
MEGAPODIUS REINWARDT DUPERREYI Lesson and Garnot.
Two. One, @ ; Mapi River, 3 October, 1923; one, sex?; Merauke
River.
PriLoropiscus coroNULATUS (Gray).
One. No data.

CHLOROTRERON 10ZONA 10ZONA (Gray).

Three. Two, @ ; Merauke, 23 March, 1924; one, no data.
SYLPHITRERON AURANTHFRONS (Gray).
One. @ ; no farther data.
SYLPHITRERON PERLATA ZONURA (Salvadori).
One. @ ; Upper Digul River, 27 August, 1923.

MEGALOPREPIA MAGNIFICA POLIURA Salvadori.

Two. o 2 ; Edrich Ri\'erh, 8, 22 September, 1923.

Muscapivores ZoEAE (Lesson).

Two. One, &'; Mapi River, 10 October, 1923; one, sex ?; Edrich
River, 10 September, 1923.

ZONOPHAPS RUFIGASTER (Quoy and Gaimard).

Two. & J; one, Mapi River, 1 October, 1923; one, Edrich River,

13 September, 1923. 3

CARPOPHAGA MULLERI MULLERI (Temminck).

One. @ ; Lower Digul River, 12 September, 1923.

CARPOPHAGA PINON PINON (Quoy and Gaimard).

Three. 2 ?; two, Princess Marianne Strait, 12, 28 November,

1923; one, Edrich River, 6 September, 1923.
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MACROPYGIA AMBOINENSIS CINEREICEPS Tristram.

Two. Sex ??; one, Edrich River, 23 September, 1923; one, no data.

REINWARTOENAS REINWARDTI GRISEITINCTA Hartert.

Two. One, @; Mapi River, 7 October, 1923; one, sex?; Edrich
River, 15 September, 1923.

GEOPELIA HUMERALIS GREGALIS, subsp. nov.

Three. One, &; Wendoe Mer River, 19 April, 1924; two, no data.

Type. M.C.Z.99,488. Adult 5. Southwest New Guinea: Wendoe
Mer River. 19 April, 1924. Thomas Jackson.

Characters. Similar to Geopelia humeralis humeralis (Temminck)
but darker above, especially the hind neck which is nearly Mikado-
brown instead of vinaceous-cinnamon or orange-cinnamon,

Measurements.
Culmen fo base
No. Sex Wing Tail Tarsus of forehead
99,488 g ad. 135 142 25.5 20.5
99,489 ad. 134 141 24. 215
99,490 ad. 125 124 22 20.

Unable to make any decision as to the races of humeralis from
Mathews’s account in the Birds of Australia, these specimens were
referred to Dr. Hartert for comparison with adequate Australian
material. '

HenicopHAPS ALBIFRONS Gray.
Two. One, &*; Mapi River, 6 October, 1923; oné¢, ?; Lower
Digul River, 12 September, 1923.

HYPOTAENIDIA PHILIPPINENSIS YORKI Mathews.

Two adults; no data.

Measurements.
Culmen fo base
No. Wing Tail Tarsus of forehead
99,491 128 58 35 29.

99,492 130 56 35 31.5
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Dr. Hartert has kindly compared these two skins with the series at
Tring, which now includes the Mathews Collection, and writes that
they agree with H. p. yorki which inhabits Cape York and northern
Queensland at least to Cairns; it is a smaller bird than the other
Australian forms.

Van QOort (Nova Guinea, 1909, p. 57) recorded two specimens from
Merauke as Hypotaenidia philippensis (Linné).

Mecacrex INEPTA D’Albertis and Salvadori.

One. &; Lower Digul River, 11 September, 1923.

Noted on the label as “very scarce.”

PoRPHYRIO MELANOPTERUS MELANOPTERUS Bonaparte.

One. Adult, sex ?; Merauke Swamp, 12 January, 1923.

POLIOCEPHALUS RUFICOLLIS NOVAE-HOLLANDIAE (Stephen).
p

Four. Sex 7; one, Eilenden River, May, 1920; three, Merauke
) W ?

Swamp, 9 January, 1923.

IREDIPARUS GALLINACEUS NOVAE-GUINEAE (Ramsay).

One. Sex ?; Merauke Swamp, 1923.

THRESKIORNIS MOLUCCA MOLUCCA (Cuvier).

One. Sex ?; Merauke Swamp, 1923.

ARDEA SUMATRANA SUMATRANA Raffles.
Two. One, & immature; Edrich River, 15 September, 1923; one,
sex 7, immature; Merauke, 9 November, 1923.
MESOPHOYX INTERMEDIA PLUMIFERA (Gould).

Two. Sex ?; Princess Marianne Straits, 8 November, 1923.

DeMIGRETTA sACRA (Gmelin).

One. o; “D.I1. W. St.,” [Deliverance Island], 2 May, 1924.
We agree with Hartert, that it is impossible to recognize any races of
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the Reef Heron, and that all color differences in this species are due
solely to dichromatism. The single skin in the collection is that of a
bird in the blue phase, apparently not fully adult.

NYCTICORAX CALEDONICUS CALEDONICUS (Gmelin).

Two. Sex ?; one, Java Creek, 28 April, 1924; one, Merauke
Swamp.

BUTORIDES STRIATUS MACRORHYNCHUS (Gould).

One. Adult &; Merauke River, 12 April, 1923.

We have followed Hartert in his review of the races of Buforides
striatus (Vogel paliarktischen fauna, 1920, 2, heft. 10, p. 1250-1251) in
referring this skin to macrorhynchus.

ANSERANAS SEMIPALMATA (Latham).

Two. o', ?; near Merauke, 1923.

DexbrocYGNA cuTTULATA Wallace.
Three. One, &'; Mapi River, 30 September, 1922; two, sex ?;
near Merauke, 14 April, 1924.
TADORNA RADJAH RADJAH (Garnot).

Three. One, @ ; two, sex ?; Princess Marianne Straits, 12 October,
1923.

PHALACROCORAX MELANOLEUCUS MELANOLEUCUS (Vieillot).

Two. One, &; Merauke, 14 March, 1924; one, sex ?; Merauke,
1923.

ANHINGA RUFA NOVAE-HOLLANDIAE Gould.
Two. One, @; Edrich River, 11 September, 1923; one, sex ?;
Eilenden River, May, 1921.
ASTUR HIOGASTER ETORQUES Salvadori.

One. &' immature; Princess Marianne Straits, 6 November, 1923.
Measurements.— Wing, 210; tail, 159; tarsus, 60; middle toe, 32;
culmen to cere, 17.5.
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HALIASTUR INDUS LEUCOSTERNUS (Gould).

One. Q; Princess Marianne Straits, 4 November, 1923.

HaviasTur sPHENURUS SPHENURUS (Vieillot).

Four. One, &; one, ?; Princess Marianne Straits, 2 November,
16 December, 1923; one, ? ; Merauke, 15 March, 1924; one, sex ?;
Merauke, May, 1923.

HeNTCOPERNTS LONGICAUDA (Garnot).

One. Sex ?; Upper Digul River, June, 1922.

NiNox HUMERALIS Bonaparte.

One. Sex ?; Upper Digul River, 4 December, 1923.

CHALCOPSITTACUS SCINTILLATUS (Temminck).

Two. One, &'; Princess Marianne Straits, 25 January, 1924;
one, @ ; Mapi River, 3 October, 1923.

LoRIUS LORY ERYTHROTHORAX Salvadorl.

Three. One, o; Mapi River, 6 October, 1923; one, ?; Edrich
River, 21 September, 1923; one, sex ?; Upper Digul River, 21 June,
1922.

TRICHOGLOSSUS NIGRIGULARIS Gray.
Four. Two,5'd, one, @ ; Princess Marianne Straits, 20 November,
1923, 22 January, 1924; one, &; Wendoe Mer River, 20 April, 1924.
HyprocHARMOSYNA PLACENTIS (Temminck).

One. Jd'; Princess Marianne Straits, 20 November, 1923.

PROBOSCIGER ATERRIMUS GOLIATH (Kuhl).

Four. One, o, one, sex?; Wendoe Mer River, 5 April, 1924; two,
sex 7; Lower Digul River, 26 September, 1923.
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_ Measurements.

No. Sex Wing Tail Culmen
99,547 — 348 249 94
99,548 ok 359550 | 247 78
99,549 — 370 242 101
99,550 e 334 245 69

Dr. Hartert writes that he considers that there are but two forms of
the Black Cockatoo on the main island of Papua — P. a. stenolophus
Van Oort, with narrow creast feathers, north coast from Humboldt to
northernmost British Papua, and P. a. goliath (Kuhl) with wide
creast feathers, Berdu, Onin peninsula, and foot of Snow Mountains to
southeast Papua.

The Cape York form P. a. aterrimus (Gmelin) (of which macgilli-
vrayt Mathews is a synonym) is a very much blacker bird.

CACATUA GALERITA TRITON (Temminck).

Two. d'; Wendoe Mer River, 4 April, 1924; Edrich River, 11
September, 1923.

ELectus pEcTORALIS (Miiller).

Six. Sex ?; Lower Digul River, April, 1923, 24 September, 1923;
Upper Digul River, 11 August, 1923; Princess Marianne Straits, 21
November, 1923.

GEOFFROYUS ARUENSIS (Gray).

Two. One, &; Upper Myjoie River, 29 August, 1923; one, sex ?;
shot on the coast,” 2 November, 1923.

13

APROSMICTUS ERYTHROPTERUS COCCINEOPTERUS (Gould).

Three. One, &, one, @ ?; Princess Marianne Straits, 14 January,
1923, 14 November, 1923; one, o"; Wendoe Mer River, 2 April, 1924,

Noted as “very common” on the label of one skin.

Neither of the males is quite fully adult, both having dark green
feathers mixed in with the black of the back.

M easurements.

No. Sex Wing Tail Culmen lo cere
99,561 o 190 128 18
99,562 — 185 137 19
99,563 J 175 130 18
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Dr. Hartert very kindly compared these skins with the series at
Tring and states that they differ in no wise from examples from the
Northern Territory of Australia and from Cape York. He considers
yorkr Mathews a synonym of coccineopterus Gould. True A. e.
- erythropterus (Gmelin) of New South Wales and southern Queensland
1s a larger bird.

Van Oort mentions one example from Merauke, the first authentic
record of this parrot in Papua.

PoparGus PAPUENSIS Quoy and Gaimard.

One. & ; Wendoe Mer River, 3 April, 1924.

EURYSTOMUS CRASSIROSTRIS Sclater.

Six. One, & and one, sex ?; Merauke, 23 March, 1924; one, ? ;
Lower Digul River, 24 September, 1923; one, & and two, sex ?;
Merauke River, 4 April, 1924.

ALCYONE AZUREA LESsONI Cassin.

Two. One, & and one,sex ?; Upper Myjoie River, 6 August, 1923.

SymA TorROTORO MEEKI Rothschild and Hartert.

One. @ ; Princess Marianne Straits, 16 November, 1923.

DACELO LEACHII INTERMEDIA Salvadori.
Three. One, ; Wendoe Mer River, 3 April, 1924; one, o, one,
Q ; Merauke, 23 March, 1924.
SAUROMARPTIS GAUDICHAUDI (Quoy and Gaimard).
Four. One, d; Princess Marianne Straits, 6 November, 1923; two,
sex ?; Edrich River, 11, 16 September, 1923; one, no data.
HavrcyonN MACLEAYIT Jardine and Selby.

Two. ', and sex ?; Princess Marianne Straits, 20 November, 1923.

Havrcyon NiGrocYANEA Wallace.

One. o'; Princess Marianne Straits, 17 December, 1923.
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Harcyon sancrus Vigors and Horsfield.
One. No data.

TANYSIPTERA HYDROCHARIS MICRORHYNCHA Sharpe.

Four. One, &*; Lower Digul River, 20 September, 1923; two,

GG, one sex ?; Princess Marianne Straits, 9, 17 November, 1923,
» 1 2 3

9 January, 1924.

RuYTIDOCEROS PLICATUS (Forster).
Five. Three, & @ 2 ; Lower Digul River, 15, 24, 28 September,
1923: one, o'; Edrich River, 28 September, 1923; one, &'; Wendoe
Mer River, 6 April, 1924.

MEROPS PHILIPPINUS SALVADORII Meyer.

Two. Jd; Princess Marianne Straits, 2, 15 November, 1923.

MEroPS ORNATUS Latham.
One. No data.
EUDYNAMIS SCOLOPACEUS RUFIVENTER (Lesson).

One. Sex ?; Lower Digul River, 17 September, 1923.

SCYTHROPS NOVAE-HOLLANDIAE Latham.

Three. &, and sex ?; Wendoe Mer River, 4, 7, 8 April, 1924.

CENTROPUS NIGRICANS Salvadori.
Four. One, @ : Princess Marianne Straits, 4 November, 1923;
three, sex 7; Merauke, 11 January, 1923.
PrrTA MACKLOTI MACKLOTI Temminck.
Two. One, &; Lower Digul River, 28 September, 1923; one, ? ;
Edrich River, 22 September, 1923.

RHIPIDURA RUFIVENTRIS GULARIS Miiller.
One. No data.
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ARSES TELESCOPHTHALMUS HENKEI Meyer.

One. J'; Lower Digul River, 12 September, 1923.

MONARCHA ALECTO CHALYBEOCEPHALUS (Garnot).

One. &; Upper Myjoie River, 1 August, 1923.

ARTAMIDES CAERULEIGRISEUS (Gray).

One. Sex ?; Upper Digul River, May, 1922.

POMATORHINUS TEMPORALIS CORNWALLI Mathews.

Three. One, &; Wendoe Mer River, 9 April, 1924; two, &, @
Princess Marianne Straits, 2, 15 November, 1923.

M easurements.
Culmen
No. Sex Wing Tail Tarsus to base
99,603 ok 116 116 36 515
99,604 Q 110 100 35 31
99,605 (ol 113 116 37 32

These specimens were compared by Dr. Hartert with the large
series at Tring and were found to be wholly referable to the small
form which inhabits Cape York and northern Queensland.

ARTAMUS CINEREUS VENUSTUS Sharpe?

One. @ ; Princess Marianne Straits, 6 November, 1923.

The identity of the single Wood Swallow in the collection (M. C. Z.
99,606) is most puzzling. Apparently it is more closely allied to
venustus than to any other form, since it lacks any trace of black across
the forehead, has no white tips to the central rectrices, and the under
tail-coverts are white except at the extreme base. It, however, has
very little black on the chin — much less than in most of the Australian
specimens — in this respect approaching typical cinereus from Timor.
On the other hand the specimen is small:— wing, 112; tail, 69; tarsus,
20; culmen to base, 21.5.

Dr. Hartert has examined the skin and considers that, awaiting more
specimens, it had better be referred provisionally to venustus.
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" PITOHUI FERRUGINEUS FERRUGINEUS (Bonaparte).

Two. One, &; Princess Marianne Straits, 2 November, 1923; one,
sex ?; Mapi River, 7 October, 1923.

COLLURICINCLA HARMONICA TACHYCRYPTA Rothschild and Hartert.

One. J': “shot on the coast,” 27 April, 1924.

Measurements.— 99,609 M. C. Z. Wing, 119; tail, 96; tarsus, 31;
culmen to base, 27.

This skin was compared with the material at Tring by Dr. Hartert,
who finds that it is quite the same as tachycrypta, type from Milne
Bay. C. h. superciliosa Masters from Cape York, though otherwise
much like tachycrypta, has a much longer wing and shorter, thicker bill.

GYMNORHINA TIBICEN PAPUANA, subsp. nov.

Type.— M. C.Z.99,653. Adult 2. Southwest New Guinea: Prin-
cess Marianne Straits, 12 November, 1923. Thomas Jackson.

C haracters.— Similar to Gymnorhina tibicen longirostres Milligan,
but white nuchal patch much narrower; bill stouter anteriorly and
less tapering. Tibiae white, the feathers blackish only at the base.

Measurements.— Wing, 245; tail, 137; tarsus, 64; culmen to base,
63. Terminal black band on tail, 60.

H. L. White has recently (Emu, 1922, 21, p. 163) described G. t.
eylandtensis from Groote, Eyland, Northern Territory of Australia,
which differs in having mottled tibiae, a wing of only 220 mm. and the
terminal black band on the tail reduced to 30 mm. in width.

Cracticus Quoyr Quovr (Lesson).

Two. One, &, one, Q ; Princess Marianne Straits, 6, 19 November,
1923.

Cracticus cassicus (Boddaert).

One. & immature; Upper Myjoie River, 1 August, 1923.

Cracticus MENTALIS Salvadori and D’Albertis.

One. d'; Merauke River, 1 April, 1924.
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PACHYCEPHALA PECTORALIS MELANURA Gould.

One. [?]; no data.

Z0STEROPS ALBIVENTRIS Hombron and Jacquinot.

One. J'; Deliverance Island, 3 May, 1924.

M easurements.— M. C. Z. 99,612. Wing, 59; tail, 41; tarsus, 17;
culmen to base, 14.

Zosterops albiventris was described from Warrior Island. At Tring
there are no specimens from that island, and only two, the types
of cairnerossi, from Cairncross Island. Compared with these Dr.
Hartert found our bird to dagree very well in size and color, except that
the flanks are a trifle more buffy, not so white, a difference that may
well be individual.

The species according to Mathews is confined to the wooded islands
of Torres Straits, and does not occur on the mainland (Birds of
Australia, 11, p. 162).  Zosterops flavigularis Masters, which Mathews
synonymizes with Z. albiveniris was, however, described from Cape
Grenville, northern Queensland.

HerMmoTiMIA SERICEUS SERICEUS (Lesson).

One. o'; Upper Myjoie River, 18 August, 1923.

MyzomELA FUMATA Bonaparte.

One. ¢ ; Princess Marianne Straits, 25 November, 1923,

ENTOMYZON CYANOTIS HARTERTI Robinson and Laverock.

Entomiza cyanotis griseagularis Van Oort, Nova Guinea, 1909, 9, p. 97,
Merauke.

One. o'; Wendoe Mer River, 6 April, 1924,

This specimen (M. C. Z. 99,615. Wing, 139; tail, 113; tarsus, 36;
culmen to base, 30) which Dr. Hartert compared at Tring with four
skins from Cooktown, among them the type of harterti, agrees per-
fectly.

When Van Oort described griseagularis he did so, apparently, with-
out knowledge of harterti, comparing his bird only with eyanotis.
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TROPIDORHYNCHUS NOVAE-GUINEAE BREVIPENNIS Rothschild
and Hartert.

Two. One, @, one, sex ?; Princess Marianne Straits, 15 November,
1923, 22 January, 1924.

MIRAFRA HORSFIELDI PARVA Swinhoe.

One. No data.

This single skin (M. C. Z. 99,611) not sexed, is considerably smaller
(wing, 65; tail, 41; tarsus, 22; culmen to base, 12.5) than most of the
skins at Tring from Sumba, Lombok, etc. One female, however, from
Sumba has the wing only two mm. longer than in our bird.

It is possible that more material may show that there is a small
resident race in southeast New Guinea.

MINO DUMONTI ARUENSIS Stresemann.

Four. One, sex ?; Mapi River, 3 October, 1923; one, ?, two, sex ?,
Upper Myjoie River, 31 July, 29 August, 1923.
On the whole this series is best referred to this form.

MELANOPYRRHUS ANAIS ROBERTSONI D’Albertis.

Three. One, &, one, Q,one,sex ?; Upper Myjoie River, 28, 29
August, 1923.

On geographical grounds these should be robertsoni, and one of them,
M. C. Z. 99,630, on characters also fits that form very nicely. The
other two, M.. C. Z. 99,631, 99,632, however, with a good deal of black
on the nape, approach M. a. ortentalis (Schlegel).

APLONIS METALLICA METALLICA (Temminck).

Two. 2 ?; Lower Digul River, 17 September, 1923.

L}

ORIOLUS FLAVOCINCTUS MULLERI (Bonaparte).

One. o (topotype); Princess Marianne Straits, 19 November,
1923.

OrrioLus sZALAYI (Madardsz).

One. d, Princess Marianne Straits, 11 November, 1923.
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DICRURUS BRACTEATA ULTRAMONTANUS Stresemann.
Four. One, &, one, 9 ; Princess Marianne Straits, 11, 15 Novem-
ber, 1923; one, 9, one, sex ?; Upper Myjoie River, 11 August, 1923.
PriLorts MAGNTFICA MAGNIFICA (Vieillot).

Three. Two, 33, one, sex ?; Mapi River, 18 September, 7, S
October, 1923.

SELEUCIDES 16NoTUs (Forster).

One. o'; Lower Digul River, 26 September, 1923.

PARADISAEA APODA NOVAE-GUINEAE D’Albertis and Salvadori.

Three. One, &, one, Q, one, sex ?; Upper Digul River, 1, 29, 30
August, 1923.

CreinNURUS REGIUS cLaupir Ogilvie-Grant.
Two. One, &; Mapi River, 3 October, 1923; one, ¢ ; Lower
Digul River, 26 September, 1923.
PHONYGAMMUS KERAUDRENT KERAUDRENT (Lesson and Garnier).
Three. Two, d'd"; Upper Myjoie River, 28, 30 August, 1923; one,
sex 7; Upper Digul River, 28 August, 1923.
ManNucopiA ATER ALTER Rothschild and Hartert.

One. J; Princess Marianne Straits, 11 November, 1923.

MANUCODIA CHALYBATUS ORIENTALIS Salvadori.

One. Q; Upper Myjoie River, 31 July, 1923.

CorvuUs CORONOIDES ORRU Bonaparte.

'I"wo. One, &; Wendoe Mer River, 2 April, 1924‘; one, d';
Princess Marianne Straits, 2 January, 1924.
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