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Major  Thomas  Bfoim  died  on  August  24th  at  Auckland,  New  Zealand.
This  veteran  Coleopterist,  for  some  tiuie  Government  Entomologist  of  New
Zealand,  was  well  known  by  his  writings  to  many  workers  in  this  country.  We
hope,  when  further  particulars  of  his  life  are  available,  to  give  a  more  extended
notice  of  his  career.  He  must  have  described  some  thousands  of  species  of
beetles  from  that  colony.  A  first  set  of  his  insects  has,  we  believe,  been
bequeathed  to  the  Nation.

Bruce  F.  Oummings  died  on  October  22nd.  He  was  on  the  entomological
staff  of  the  British  Museum  from  1U12  to  1917,  when  he  retired,  owing  to
long  continued  ill-health.  His  entomological  writings  mainly  related  to
Anoplura  and  Mallopluuja.  His  work  entitled  "  The  .Journal  of  a  disappointed
man,"  published  under  the  pseudonym  of  W.  N.  P.  Barbellion,  appeared  early
in  1919.  It  has  caused  a  certain  amount  of  comment  in  the  press.
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Ptinidae.

Lasioderma  serricorne  Stephens.  —  One  of  the  worst  pests  of  stored,

dried  products  in  British  Guiana.  Plays  havoc  with  leather,  tobacco  in
all  its  forms,  books,  jDapei",  biscuits,  and  other  forms  of  di-ied  foodstuffs.

Carbon  bisulphide  is  an  effective  remedy.  Articles  likely  to  be  attacked

must  be  stored  in  carefully  constructed  and  well-fitting  cupboards,  boxes
or  cases.  The  interiors  must  be  fumigated  with  carbon  bisulphide  at

least  twice  a  year  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  naphthaline  or  camphor  must

always  be  present.
BOSTRTCHIDAE.

Xylopsocus  capucinus  Fabr.  —  This  species  occurs  also  in  Ceylon.
Om-  specimen  was  obtained  at  the  Penal  Settlement,  Mazaruni  Eiver.

Tekebbionidae.

ZopJiohas  confusus  Geb.  —  Issororo,  N.W,D.

Z.  laticollis  Mots.  —  Issororo,  N.W.D.

Strongylium  morbillosum  Fabr.  —  Mazaruni  E.

JJloma  retusa  Fabr.,  var.  bicolor  Kirsoh.  —  Issororo,  N.W.D.

Camaria  clandestina  Pasc.  —  Issororo,  N.W.D.

Goniadera  dissipata  Kirsch.  —  Issororo,  N.W.D.

Fhobelius  lucifugus  Lacord.  —  Issororo,  N.W.D.
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NiLIOJflDAE.

Nilio  yillosus  Fabr.—  Tumaturaari,  Potaro.

N.  pilosus  Cast.  —  Issororo,  N.W.D.

CiSTELIDAE.

AUecula  castaneipenms  Champ.  —  Suddie,  Essequibo.

/

CUKCULIONIDAE.

Mhyncliophorus  palmarum  Linn.  —  This  beetle  may  be  found  all

over  British  Guiana.  The  larvae  may  be  discovered  in  decaying  or

diseased  trunks  of  coconut  palms,  and  the  diseased  or  rotting  stems  and
and  rooting  systems  of  sugar-cane.  The  adults  are  attracted  to  the

odour  of  any  decaying  palm  and  will  deposit  their  eggs  therein.  The

larvae  are  not  considered  a  gastronomic  delicacy  as  they  are  in  the  Island

of  Trinidad  (known  there  as  "gru-gru"  woims)  and  elsewhere,  though

they  are  occasionally  eaten  by  the  Aboriginal  Indians  of  the  country.

About  thirty  years  ago  this  insect  was  considered  a  pest  of  sugar-cane  in

the  Colony,  but  it  is  seldom  found  as  such  in  these  days.  Coconut  palms

in  an  advanced  stage  of  "  bud  rot  "  are  singled  out  for  attack  In-  this
insect.

Rhina  harhi^'ostris  Fabr.^Only  occasionally  met  with.  Attiucted

to  artiticial  light.  Widely  distributed.

Metamasius  hemipterus  Linn.*  —  The  commonest  weevil,  with  the

exception  of  Calandra  oryzae  Linn.,  in  British  Guiana.  Invariably

associated  with  sugar-cane,  and  ma}''  be  found  breeding  therein  either  on

the  coastland  plantations  or  in  the  sugar-cane  pitches  of  tlie  Aboriginal

Indian  in  the  far  interior.  Very  seldom  attacks  health}^  strong-growing

cane.  On  some  estates  this  insect  performs  damage  by  attacking  the

cane  "  tops  "  Avhen  placed  in  the  soil  and  thus  destroying  the  "  eyes  "  of

the  cane.  Often  found  in  canes  atiacked  by  fungus.

M.  obsoletus  Gyll.  —  East  eoas  ,,  Demerara.

Calandra  oryzae  Linn.  —  This  cosmopoliton  beetle  occurs  all  over

British  Guiana  and  is  responsible  for  the  annual  loss  of  many  thousand

dollars'  worth  of  stored  products.

Eusfylus  hodkini  Mshll.  —  Issororo,  N.W.D.  Species  described

from  specimens  from  British  Guiana.

E.  puher  Olive.  —  Botanic  Gardens,  Georgetown.

* Det. Schwarz, U. S. National Mueeiim.
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AmaJactus  nigritus  Gyll.-^-Skeldon,  Courantyne  coast.

Atenistes  attenuatus  Fabr.  —  Skeldon,  Courantj-ne  coast.

Gleogonus  rubetra  Fabr.  —  Onderneeminef,  Essequibo.

G.  conicollis  Eosenscb.  —  Ikuraka  Lake,  Essequibo.

Chohts  annulatus  Linn.^  —  A  common  species  on  coastlands.  Tbere

are  many  sligbt  variations  o£  the  same  sj)ecies.

Cylindrocorynus  dentipes  Bob.  —  Canje  Creek,  Berbice.

HiJijms  2)ardal/s  Pasc.  —  Eockstone,  Essequibo  B..

H.  discoides  Fabr.  —  Issororo,  N.W.D.

H.  elegans  Guer.,  var.  —  Issororo,  N.W.D.

H.  ocelJatus  Fabr.,  var.  —  Botanic  Gardens,  Georgetown.

H.  apiatits  Oliv.  —  Issororo,  N.W.D.

H.  elegans  Guer.,  var.  poecilus.  —  Issororo,  N.W.D.

SracJiyomus  octoUihercidaius  Fabr.  —  Eockstone,  Essequibo  E.

Ileomus  mucoreus  Linn.  —  Eockstone,  Essequibo  E.

Ortlwgnatlius  Hindus  Gyll.  —  Paraweeka  Ck.,  Essequibo  E.

Crafosomiis  hianmdatus  Cbamp.  —  Paraweeka  Ck.,  Essequibo  E.

C.  hoplites  Perty.  —  Paraweeka  Ck.,  Essequibo  E.

C.  bos  Gyll.—  Mora  whanna,  N.W.D.

Piazu7'us  compactus  Gyll.  —  Konawaruk,  Potaro  E.

P.  phlesus  Fabr.  —  Konawaruk,  Potaro  E.

Centrinus  cemas  Bob.  —  Courantyne  coast.

Hypoptus  macularis  Champ.—  Issororo,  N.W.D.

Euhulus  ortliomasticus  Germ.  —  Berbice  Eiver.

Brenthidae.

Brenthus  anchorago  Linn.  —  Widely  distributed  and  occurs  com-
monh\

B.  hidentatiis  Fabr.  —  Issororo,  N.W.D.

B.  calcar  Fabr.  —  Issororo,  N.W.D.

Belorrhynclius  curvidens  Fabr.  —  Occurs  rarely.

Arrhenodes  gnatlio  Licht.  —  Demerara  E.  and  Tumatumai'i,
Potaro  E

A.  angitUcoUis  Gyll.  —  Upper  Mazaruni  E.
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