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is  a  naked  glandular  orifice  surrounded  by  a  few  bristles  in  a  somewhat
radiated   direction.   From   this   orifice   there   exudes   a   strong   scented   fluid.
This  part  of  the  animal  has  been  vulgarly  supposed  to  be  its  navel.

The  legs,  which  stronglj'  resemble  those  of  the  common  hog,  are  rather
short.   There   is   not   even  a   vestige   of   the   small   upper   external   hind-toe,
which  is   always  present   in   the  common  hog.   There  is   a   ruff'   under  the
throat,   protruding   about   three   inches   beyond   the   surrounding   hairs.   The
under  surface  of  the  body  is  rather  thinly  clothed  with  hair.

In  place  of   a   tail   there  is   a   mere  protuberance  about  half   an  inch  in
length,  which  is  rounded  and  like  a  knob.

COLOUR.

Eyes,   dark-brown  ;   nostrils,   flesh-colour.   The   hairs   are   at   their   roots
yellowish-white,   are   thrice   aninilated   with   dark-brown   and   yellowish-
white,   and   are   tipped   with   black.   Head,   cheeks,   and   sides   of   the
neck,   grayish  ;   legs,   dark-brown  ;   a   whitish   band   two   inches   broad   runs
from  the  top  of  the  shoulder  on  each  side  toward  the  lower  part  of  the
neck.   The  long  hairs  on  the  dorsal   line  are  so  broadly  tipped  with  black
that  the  animal  in  those  parts  appears  of  a  black  colour ;  along  the  sides
however  the  alternate  annulations  are  so  conspicuous  thnt  it   has  a  deep
gray   or   grizzled   appearance.   On   the   chest,   outer   surface   of   shoulders
and   thighs,   it   is   of   a   darker   colour   than   on   the   sides.   Immediately   be-

hind the  lightish  collar  on  the  shoulders  the  hairs  are  dark,  rendering  this
collar  or  band  more  conspicuous.

The  j'oung  have  a  uniform  shade  of  red.

DIMENSIONS.

Living   female.
Length  of  head  and  body        -         -        -        .

head
ear

Height   to   shoulder   .....
Length   of   tail   ......

Adult   male   (recent)   obtained   in   Texas.
From   nose   to   anterior   canthus   ...
From   nose   to   beginning   of   ear          ...
Length   of   ear   ......
Breadth   of   ear          ......
Length   from   snout   to   root   of   tail       ...
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Tail
From   knee   to   end   of   hoof         ...
Hind-knee   to   end   of   hoof   ...
Spread   of   fore-feet   .         -         -         -
Girth  across  the  centre  of  body
Spread  of  mouth  when  fully  extended
Breadth   between   the   eyes         ...

The  accounts  that  have  been  handed  down  to  us  of  the  habits  of  this
species   by   old   traveller.s,   Aldrovand.'v,   Fernandez,   Mons.   De   la   Borde,
Marcgrave,   Acosta,   and  others,   who  iurnished  the  information  from  which
BuFFON,   Brisson,   Ray,   and   LiNNiEUs,   drew   up   their   descriptions   of   the
Mexican  hog,  are  not  to  be  fully  relied  on,  inasmuch  as  their  descriptions
referred   to   two   very   distinct   species,   the   white-lipped   peccary,   {D.   labia-
tus,)  and  the  subject  of  the  present  article.  Neither  Linnaeus  nor  his  con-

temporaries seem  to  have  been  aware  of  the  difference  which  exists  be-
tween the  species  ;  and  although  Buffon  was  informed  by  M.  De  la  Borde

that  another  and  larger  species  existed  at  Cayenne,  he  does  not  appear  to
have  drawn  any  line  of  distinction  between  it  and  our  animal.

D'AzARA,   who   visited   South   America   in   1783,   (Essais   sur   I'Histoire
Naturelle   des   Quadrupedes   de   la   Province   du   Paraguay,   Paris,   1801,)
endeavoured  to   correct   the   errors   into   which   previous   writers   had  fallen,
and   gave   an   account   of   the   present   species,   which,   although   somewhat
unmethodical,   is   nevertheless   of   such   a   character   that   it   may   on   the
whole  be  relied  on.   He  commences  his   article   on  the  "   taytetou,"  as  he
designates   this   species,   by   first   giving   correct   measurements   ;   afterwards
he  describes  the  colour  of  the  adult  and  young,  points  out  the  distinctive
marks   which   separate   this   species   from   the   white-lipped   peccary,   which
he  calls  "  tagnicate,"  and  then  gives  a  tolerable  account  of  the  habits  of
the   species   now   under   consideration.   From   the   accounts   which   travellers
have  given  us  of  the  Collared  Peccary  it  appears  that  this  species  is  gre-

garious, and  associates  for  mutual  protection  in  pretty  large  families ;  it
is   however   stated   by   D'Azara   that   the   white-lipped   peccary   is   more   dis-

posed to  congregate  in  very  large  herds  than  our  animal.
Although   they   are   usually   found   in   the   forests   and   prefer   low   and

marshy  grounds,   like   common  hogs,   Peccaries   wander   wherever   they   can
find  an  abundance  of  food,  often  enter  the  enclosures  of  the  planters,  and
commit  great  depredations  on  the  products  of  their  fields.

When  attacked  by  the  jaguar,  the  puma,  the  wolf,  the  dog,  or  the  hun-
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ter,   they   form   themselves   into   a   circle,   surrounding   and   protecting   their
young:,  repelling  their  opponents  with  their  sharp  teeth,  and  in  this  man-

ner sometimes  roiitinii  the  larger  predatory  animals,  or  severely  wound-
ing the  dogs  and  the  hunters.

When  angry,   they  gnash  their  teeth,  raise  their  bristles,   (which  at  such
time   resemble   the   quills   of   the   porcupine.)   and   their   sharp,   shrill   grunt
can  be  heard  at  a  great  distance.

This  species  feeds  on  fruits,  seeds,  and  roots ;  and  like  the  domesticated
hog  is  constnutly  rooting-  in  the  earth  in  quest  of  worms,  insects,  reptiles,
or  bulbous  roots.   It   is   said  also  to  devour  the  eggs  of  alligators,   turtles,
and   birds  ;   and   to   be   destructive   to   lizards,   toads,   and   snakes.   In   fact,
like   the   common   hog   it   is   omnivorous,   feeds   upon   every   thing   that
comes   in   its   way,   and   is   not   particularly   choice   in   the   selection   of   its
food.

Mons.   De  la   Borde  (D'Azara,   Quad,   du  Paraguay,   vol.   i.,   p.   31,)   relates
that  "  they  are  easily  shot ;  for  instead  of  flying,  they  assemble  together,
and   often   give   the   hunters   an   opportunity   of   charging   and   discharging
several   times."   He   mentions   "that   he   was   one   day   employed,   along
with   several   others,   in   hunting   these   animals,   accompanied   by   a   single
dog,   which   as   soon  as   they   appeared,   took   refuge  between  his   master's
legs.  For  greater  safety  he  with  the  other  hunters  stood  on  a  rock.  They
were   nevertheless   surrounded   by   the   herd   of   hogs.   A   constant   lire   was
kept  up,  but  the  creatures  did  not  retire  till  a  great  number  of  them  were
slain."   "These   animals,   however,"   he   remarks,   "fly   after   they   have
been   several   times   hunted.   The   young,   when   tak(,'n   in   the   chase,   arc
easily  tamed,  l)ut  they  will  not  associate  or  mix  with  the  domestic  species.
In   their   natural   state   of   libertjf   they   frequent   the   marshes,   and   swim
across   large   rivers.   Their   flesh,"   says   he,   "   has   an   excellent   taste,   but
is  not  so  fender  as  that  of  the  domestic  hog ;  it  resembles  the  flesh  of  the
hare,  and  has  neither  lard  nor  grease."

The   same   author   also   states   that   "when   pursued   they   take   refuge   in
hollow   trees,   or   in   holes   in   the   earth   dug   by   the   armadilloes.   These
holes  they  enter  backwards  and  remain  in  as  long  as  they  can.  But  when
highly  irritated  they  instantly  issue  out  in  a  body.  In  order  to  seize  them
as  they  come  out,  the  hole  is  enclosed  with  branches  of  trees  ;  one  of  the
hunters,  armed  with  a  pitchfork,  stands  above  the  hole  to  fix  them  by  the
neck,   while   another   Ibrccs   them   out,   and   kills   them   with   a   sal)re."

"  Where  there  is  but  one  in  a  hole,  and  the  hunter  has  not  leisure  to
seize  it,  he  shuts  up  the  entrance,  and  is  sure  of  his  game  next  day."

All   authors   agree  in   stating  that   the   dorsal   glands   of   either   the   male
or   female   should  be  cut   off   instantly   after   the  animal   is   killed,   for   their
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retention  for  only  a  single  hour  gives  the  meat  so  sti-ong  an  odour  that  it
can  scarcely  be  eaten.

The   only   recent   account   we   have   thus   far   received,   that   contains
original   and   authentic   information   about   this   singular   wild   hog,   was   fur-

nished us  by  Mr.  William  P.  Smith.  He  had  been  sent  to  this  country
by  our  ever  kind  friend,  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl   of   Derby,   lor  the
purpose   of   procuring   living   animals   to   enrich   his   collection   at   Knowsley,
near   Liverpool.   We   engaged   him   also   to   obtain   for   us   any   rare   species
he   could   meet   with   in   Texas,   and   to   send   descriptions   of   their   habits,
and  any  other  information  likely   to  be  of   interest   to  the  readers  of   this
work.   Mr.   Smith   went   to   Texas   in   1841,   and   shortly   afterwards   sent   us
the  following  account  of  the  Peccary.     He  says, —

"  The  IMexican  hogs  previous  to  the  overflowing  of  the  bottom  lands  in
1833,   struck   terror   into   the  hearts   of   the   settlers   in   their   vicinity,   often-

times pursuing  the  planter  whilst  hunting  or  in  search  of  the  lost  track
of   his   wandering   cattle  —  at   which   time   they   frequently   killed   his   dogs,
or  e\"cn  at  times  forced  him  to  ascend  a  tree  for  safety,  where  he  would
sometimes  be  obliged  to  wait  until   the  hogs  got  tired  of  dancing  attend-

ance at  the  foot  of  his  place  of  security,  or  left  him  to  go  and  feed.  These
animals   appeared   quite   savage,   and   would,   after   coming   to   the   tree   in
which  the  planter  had  ensconsed  himself,   snap  their  teeth  and  run  about
and  then  lie  down  at  the  root  of  the  tree  to  wait  for  their  enemy  to  come
down.   At   this   early   period   of   the   settlement   of   Texas,   (this   refers   to
1833,)   they   used   to   hunt   this   animal   in   company.   From   five   to   fifteen
planters   together,   and   occasionally   a   larger   number   of   hunters,   would
join   in   the   pursuit   ol"   these   ravagers   of   their   corn-fields,   in   order   to
diminish  their  number  and  prevent  their  farther  depredations,  as  at  times
they   would   nearly   destroy   a   farmer's   crop.   Since   this   time,   however,
their   number   has   greatly   decreased,   and   it   is   now   a   difficult   matter   to
find  them."

"On  some  parts  of   the  Brazos  they  still   exist,   and  in  others  are  quite
abundant."

Mr.  Smith  further  says,  '"  The  two  I  send  you  are  the  only  ones  I  have
heard   of   since   my   arrival   in   this   countrj-.   I   happened,   with   the   assist-

ance of  a  person,  to  find  out  their  lair,  which  is  always  in  some  hollow
tree,   although   they   have   many   sleeping   places.   Being   late   in   the   day
I  was  determined  rot  to  disturb  them  until  a  more  favourable  time  would
present  itself,   as  I   was  anxious,  if   possible,   to  procure  them  aliv(>.   Some
time  passed,   and  everything  being  ready,   the  dogs  soon  compelled  them
to  make  for  home,  when  they  having  entered,  we  secured  the  entrance  of
their  hole,   and  cut  a  large  opening  up  the  body  of  the  tree,  a  few  feet
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above  them,  from  which  "  point  of  vantage  "  we  were  enabled  easily  to
drop   a   noose   round   their   necks,   which   we   tightened   until   we   thought
they  were  nearly  siilfocated ;  we  then  drow  them  out,  tied  their  legs  and
feet,   securely,   and   fastened   their   mouths   by   binding   their   jaws   together
with  cords,   and  then  left   them  lying  on  the  ground  for   a   time.   On  our
j-ctuni   we   found  that   they   had   got   over   the   effect   of   the   'experimental
hanging'   thry   had   gone   through.   We   put   them   across   ahorse,   and   in
trying  to  get  loose  they  so  tightened  the  rojjcs  and  entangled  them  about
their  necks,  that  they  died  before  we  observed  this  on  our  way  home  with
them.   This   is   the   usual   mode   of   taking   these   animals   alive,   although
some   are   caught   in   pits.   They   have   a   large   musk-bag   upon   the   back,
from  which  a  very  disagreeable  odour  is  emitted  whilst,  the  animal  is  ex-

cited ;  but  this  is  not  observable  after  they  are  killed.  The  flesh  of  the
female  is  good  at  some  seasons  of  the  year,  but  that  of  the  male  is  strong,
coarse   and   disagreeable   at   all   times.   Their   principal   food   consists   of
nuts  of  every  description  (mast)  during  winter ;   but  in  summer  they  feed
on  succulent   plants,   with   which   the   bottom  lands   in   the   Brazos   abound.
The  male  measured  forty  inches  from  the  tip  of  its  nose  to  that  of  its  tail ;
the   female   is   shorter   by   two   inches.   The   eyes   are   very   dark   hazel
colour."

•'  As  soon  as  they  get  within  their  den,  one  of  them,  probably  the  oldest
male,   stands   sentinel   at   the   entrance.   Should   the   hunter   kill   il,   another
immediately   takes   its   place,   and   so   in   succession   until   ail   are   killed.
This   animal,   which   in   Texas   is   always   called   tlie   wild   hog.   is   considered
the  bravest  animal  of  these  forests,  for  it  dreads  neither  man  nor  beast."

The   Collared   Peccary   is   easily   domesticated,   and   breeds   readily   in
confinement.   We   saw   a   pair   on   board   of   a   ship   that   arrived   in
Charleston   from   South   America,   the   female   of   which   had   produced   two
young   whilst   on   the   passage   ;   they   were   then   several   weeks   old,   and
seemed  to  be  in  a  thriving  condition.

Mons.   M.   L.   E.   Moreau   Saint   Merv,   the   translator   of   the   work   of
D'AzARA,  from  the  Spanish  into  the  French  Language,  states  that  in  1787
he   saw   at   the   residence   of   the   Governor   General   L,\   Luzerni^,   a   tame
Collared   Peccary,   which   he   had   procured   from   Carthagena,   with   the   in-

tention of  multiplying  the  species  in  San  Domingo,  (Note  du  Traducteur
D'AzARA,   tom.   i.,   p.   42.)   We  observed  at   the   Zoological   Gardens   in   Lon-

don, young  Peccaries  that  had  been  born  in  the  menagerie.  This  animal,
however,  is  less  prolific  than  the  common  domesticated  hog,  and  its  odor-  .
ous   glands   being   moreover   offensive,   the   extensive   domestication   of   it
would  not  be  attended  with  any  profit  to  the  agriculturist.

We   have   frequently   seen   the   Collared   Peccary   in   conlincnjcnt.      One
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that   is   at   present   (1846)   in   a   menagerie   in   Charleston,   is   exceedingly
gentle,   taking  its   food  from  the  hand,   and  allowing  itself   to   be  caressed
even   bj^   strangers.   It   lies   down   in   the   manner   of   a   pig,   and   next   to
giving  it   food,   the  greatest   favour  you  can  bestow  on  it   is   to   scratch  it
cither   with   the   hand   or   a   stick.   It   however   is   easily   irritated.   We   no-

ticed that  it  has  a  particular  antipathy  to  the  dog,  and  when  approached
by   that   animal   immediately   places   itself   in   a   defensive   attitude,   raising
its   bristles,   showing   its   tusks,   stamping   its   feet,   and   uttering   a   sharp
cry   which   might   be   heard   at   the   distance   of   seventy   yards  ;   when  in   a
good   humour,   however,   it   occasionally   utters   a   low   grunt   like   a   pig.   It
seems  to  suffer  much  from  cold,  and  is  always  most  lively  and  playful  on
warm   days.   It   appears   to   prefer   Indian-corn,   potatoes,   bread   and   fruits,
but   like   the   domestic   hog   evinces   no   unwillingness   to   take   any   kind   of
food   that   is   presented   to   it.   We   remarked,   however,   that   it   is   decidedly
less  carnivorous  than  the  common  hog.

It  is  stated  by  authors  that  this  species  produces  but  once  a  year,  and
brings  forth  only  two  at  a  litter.

GEOGRAPUICAL    DISTRIBUTION.

The   Collared   Peccary   has   a   most   extensive   geographical   range.   It
was   seen   by   Nuttal   at   the   Red   River   in   Arkansas,   north   latitude   31".
Our  specimens  were  obtained  in  Texas.   It   exists  in  all   the  lower  portions
of   Mexico   and   Yucatan,   and   is   found   every   where   within   the   tropics.   It
is   said   by   D'Azara   to   be   abundant   at   Paraguay,   south   latitude   37°,   thus
spreading  itself  through  an  extent  of  sixty-eight  degrees  of  latitude.

general   remarks.

This   species   has   been   noticed   by   all   the   early   travellers   in   South
America   and   Mexico.   They   however   almost   invariably   confounded
the   habits   of   two   species.   D'Azara   pointed   out   the   distinctive   marks
which   separate   these   species.   They   differ   so   much   from   each   other
that  they  ought  never  to  have  been  mistaken.  Linnaeus  applied  the  name
Sus   tajacii,   but   as   it   is   impossible   to   ascertain   which   species   he   had   in
view   we   cannot   use   his   name   for   either.   Ray,   Erxleben,   and   Schreber
applied  the  same  name,  and  committed  the  same  error.  Brisson  gave  the
name  Aper  Americanus,  and  Klein  that  of  Porcus  muschiferus  in  the  same
manner,   without   discriminating   the   species.   Baron   Cuvier   established
the  genus  Dycotyles,  and  F.  Cuvier  applied  the  specific  name  of  torquatus.
BuFFON,  who  had  heard  from  M.  De  la  Borde  that  there  were  two  distinct
species   in   Cayenne,   considered   them  as   mere   varieties   produced  by   age,
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but  gave,   as  he  supposed,  a  figure  of   each ;   his  figures,   however,   which
are  of  no  value,  both  refer  to  the  present  species,  and  bear  no  resemblance
to   the   whito-lipppil   Peccary,   (D.   hihiiiUix.)

It   is   somewhat   strange   that   Griffith,   in   his   "Animal   Kingdom,"   which
he   states   was   arranged   by   Baron   Cuvier,   should   have   completely   misun-

derstood D'AzARA,  (Histoire  Naturelle,  tom.  i.,  p.  31,)  and  reversed  the
habits   of   the   two   species,   (Cuvier,   Animal   Kingdom,   by   Griffith,   vol.   iii.,
p.   ill,)   giving   D'AzARA   as   authority   lor   applying   the   habits   of   the   pre-

sent species,  Tajassu,  {Dycotylcs  torquatus,)  to  those  of  his  Tagnicati,  {D.
lahiafiis,)   giving   at   the   same   time   a   pretty   good   figure   of   the   latter.   It
may   however   be   easily   seen   that   the   whole   object   of   D'Azara's   article
on   this   species   was   to   correct   the   very   error   into   which   GRiPFrrn   has
fallen.

31
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LEPUS    GLACIALIS.   —  Leach.

Polar   Hare.

PLATE  XXXII. — Male.     In  summer  pelage.

L    restate   dilute,   cinereus,   hyeme   niveus,   pilis   apice   ad   radicem   albisj
aurium  apicibus   nigri.s  ;   vulpes   magnitudine.

CHARACTERS.

As  large  as  a  fox ;  colour,  in  summer,  light  gray  above ;  in  vnnter,  ivhite,
the  hairs  at  that  season  being  white  from  the  roots.      Tips  of  ears,  black.

SYNONYMES.

White  Hares,  Discoveries  and  Settlements  of  the  English  in  America,  from  the
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  to  the  close  of  that  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  quoted  from  Pin-
kerton's  Voyages,  vol.  xii.,  p.  276.

Alpine  Hare,  Philosophical  Transactions,  London,  vol.  Ixvi,,  p.  375,  An.  1777.
Lepus  Timidus,  Fabri.,  Fauna  Groenlandica,  p.  25.
Varying  Hare,  Pennant,  Arc.  Zool.,  vol.  i.,  p.  94.
White  Hare,  Hearne's  Journe}-,  p.  382.

Cartwright's  Journal,  vol.  ii.,  p.  75.
Lepus  Glacialis,  Leach,  Zool.  Miscellany,  1814.

"   "   Ross's   Voyage.
"   "   Captain   Sabine's   Suppl.   Parry's   1st   Voyage,   p.   188.
"   "   Franklin's   Journal,   p.   664.
"   "   Richardson,   Appendix   to   Parry's   2d   Voyage,   p.   321.

Polar  Hare,  Harlan,  Fauna,  p.  194.
Godman,  Nat.  Hist.,  vol.  ii.,  p.  162.

Lepus  Glacialis,  Richardson,  Fauna  Boreali  Americana,  p.  221.
"   "   Bachman,   Acad.   Nat.   Sciences,   Phila.,   vol.   vii.,   part   2.

DESCRIPTION.

This   fine   species   is   considerably   larger   than  the   English   hare,   {L.   timi
dus.)   Head,   larger   and   longer   than   that   of   the   European   hare  ;   fore-

head,  more  arched;  body,   long;   nose,   blunt;   eyes,   large;   ears,   long;
whiskers,   composed  of   a   few  stiff   long   hairs  ;   legs,   long  ;   soles   of   feet,
broad,   thickly    covered   with   hair    concealing  the  nails,    which   are  long,
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