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the   different   tribes   of   Indians   thai   frequenl    the   borders   of   Great   Bear
lake  and  the  Mackenzie  river.

GENERAL   BEKABBS.

From  the  size  of  this  animal  it   might  be  supposed  by  those  who  are
desirous  of  tracing  all  the  Dogs  to  some  neighbouring  wolf,  hyena,  jackal,
or  fox,  that  it  had  its  origin  either  from  the  prairie  wolf  or  the  red  fox,  or
a  mixture  of  both.

The   fact,   however,   thai   these   wolves   and   foxes   never   associate   with
each  other  in  the  Bame  vicinity,  ami  never  have  produced  an  inti  1
variety,   or,   that   we  are  aware  of,   have  ever  produced  a   hybrid  in   their
wild  state,  and  more  especially  the  feci  thai  the  prairie  wolf,  as  stated  by
Richardson,  docs  not  exisl   within  hundreds  of  miles  of  the  region  where
this  Dog  is  bred,  must  lead  us  to  look  to  Borne  other  Bource  for  it-  origin.

Its  habits,  the  manner  in  which  it  carries  its  tail,  it-  colour,  and  its  bark,
all  differ  widely  from  those  of  the  prairie  wolf

We  have  never  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  this  animal  ami  examining
it.  except  in  the  Btuffed  specimen  from  which  our  drawing  was  made;  we
arc  therefore  indebted  to  Sir  John  RICHARDSON  for  all  the  information  we

1  regard  to  its  habits,  and  have  in  this  article  given  the  results  of
his  investigations  mostly  in  his  own  language.
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LEPUS      TEXIANUS.—Aud.   and   Bach.

Texan  Hare — Vulgo  Jackass   Rabbit.

PLATE     CX   XX   II   I.—  Male.

L.   Magnitudine,   L.   Californicum   excedens,   auriculis   maximis,   capite
tcrtia   parte   longioribus,   linea   fusca   supra   in   collo,   stria   nigi-a   a   natibus
usque   ad   caudaj   apiceni   producta,   corpore   supra   luteo   nigroque   vario,
subter,  collo  rufo  gula  atque  ventre  albis.

CHARACTERS.

Larger  than  the  Californian  Hare  ;  ears,  very  large — more  than  one  third
longer  than  the  head  ;  a  dark  brown  stripe  on  the  top  of  the  neck,  and  a  black
stripe  from  the  rump,  extending  to  the  root  of  the  tail  and  along  its  upper
surface  to  the  tip.  Upper  surface  of  body,  mottled  deep  buff  and  black,  throat
and  belly  white,  under  side  of  neck  dull  rufous.

DESCRIPTION.

Crown  of  the  head,  depressed  or  flattened,  forming  an  obtuse  angle  with
the  forehead  and  nose  ;  ears,  of  immense  size,  being  larger  than  in  any
other   species   of   Hare   known   to   us.   Body,   full,   and   rather   stout  ;   fore-

legs, of  moderate  length  and  size  ;  thighs,  stout  and  large  ;  tarsus,  of
moderate  length  ;  nails,  strong,  deeply  channelled  beneath.

Hairs  on  the  upper  surface  of  body,  white  from  the  roots  for  two  thirds
of  their  length,  then  brown,  then  dull  buff,  and  tipped  very  narrowly  with
black.  On  the  belly,  throat,  and  insides  of  legs,  the  hairs  are  white  from
the  roots  to  the  tips.

One  of  our  specimens  has  a  black  patch  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  ear
near  its  base  ;  another  has  a  brown  patch  in  that  place  ;  anterior  margin
of  the  ears,  buff ;  posterior  portion  of  the  ear  for  an  inch  and  a  half  from
the  tip,  whitish  ;  a  narrow  line  of  dark  brown  runs  from  between  the  ears
for  an  inch  along  the  back  of  the  neck  ;  the  anterior  outer  half  of  the  ear,
and  the  posterior  inner  half  of  the  ear,  are  clothed  with  a  mixture  of  parti-
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