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354   WESTERN   SHORE   LARK.

in   all   its   habits,   its   manner   of   flight,   &c.   it   resembles   the   Alpestris.   It
differs,   however,   materially   from   the   latter,   by   its   smaller   size,   and   by
having  the  whole  of  its  tail   feathers  of  the  same  dark  colour,  unlike,  in  that
particular,   its   relative,   which   has   the   two   middle   ones   of   the   same   light
colour  as  the  coverts  of  that  part.

Western  Shore  Lark,  Alauda  rufa,  Lath.
Alauda  flava,  Gmel.
La  Ceinture  de  Pretre,  Petite  aloutte  de  Buenos  Ayres,  Buffon,  PI.  Enl.  650,  fig.  2.

Western   States,   and   generally   distributed.
Male   with   two   erectile   pointed   tufts   of   feathers   on   the   anterior   lateral

parts   of   the   head.   Upper   parts   dusky-brown,   the   feathers   paler   on   the
edges;   on  the   forehead  a   recurved  crescentic   band  of   black;   another   curved
downwards,   proceeding  on  its   side   from  the  base  of   the   upper   mandible;   a
band  of   white   on  the  eye;   throat   pale   yellow,   with  a   broad  black  patch  on
the  lower  neck,   the  rest   of   the  lower  parts   brownish-white;   quills   dusky,   tail
feathers  blackish.

Total   length   about   5|-   inches;   wing   from   flexure   4.   Second   quill   longest.
Bill   along  the  ridge  -|,  along  the  edge  ^;  tarsus  f  ;   middle  toe  ^,  its  claw  i;
hind  toe  i,   its  claw  f-.      Bill,   feet  and  claws,  black,  irides  hazel.

The   female   is   somewhat   smaller,   but   is   marked   as   in   the   male.   The
lateral  tail   feathers  of  the  latter  are  edged  outwardly  with  dull   white.

The  eggs,  four  or  five  in  number,  measure  ^  of  an  inch  in  length  by  •§  in
breadth.   The   ground   colour   is   light   blue,   freckled   all   over   with   light   umber
spots,   so   thickly   concentrated   towards   the   larger   end   as   entirely   to   conceal
the  general  colour.



Audubon, John James. 1844. "Le Conte's Sharp-Tailed Bunting, Emberiza le
conteii, Aud. [Pl. 488]." The birds of America : from drawings made in the United
States and their territories 7, 338–339. https://doi.org/10.5962/p.319605.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/124981
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5962/p.319605
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/319605

Holding Institution 
Smithsonian Libraries and Archives

Sponsored by 
Biodiversity Heritage Library

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: NOT_IN_COPYRIGHT

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 27 April 2024 at 14:15 UTC

https://doi.org/10.5962/p.319605
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/124981
https://doi.org/10.5962/p.319605
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/319605
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

