338 LE CONTE’S SHARP-TAILED BUNTING.

ridge §, along the gap §; tarsus ; middle toe g, its claw %; hind toe §, its
claw £. '
No difference appears at this season in the sexes.

FAMILY XV.*—FRINGILLINZ/E. FINCHES.

Genus ILT—EMBERIZA, Zinn. BUNTING.

LE CONTE’S SHARP-TAILED BUNTING.

EmBErIzA LE ConTEIL, Aud.
PLATE CCCCLXXXVIII.—MALE.

Although we procured several specimens of this pretty little Sharp-tailed
Finch, I have at present only one by me, a fine male, however, shot by Mr.
J. G. BeLL, of New York, on the 24th of May.

At first sight one might easily mistake it for the Henslow Bunting, but on
comparing these two species, not only are distinet characters easily observed,
but the localities wherein the present species is found are different, as well
as its curious notes and general habits of keeping only among the long green
slender grasses that here and there happen to grow in patches of less or
greater extent along the margins of creeks found in the different parts of the
prairies through which we passed, whilst in the pursuit of the buffalo or
bison.

So closely does it keep in the coverts which it resorts to, that it is difficult
to force it to rise on the wing, when only, it can be procured. Its song is
sharp, shrill and of a querulous nature. We never could find its nest or
young, and cannot give any further accounts of its habits.

I have named this interesting species after my young friend Doctor Le
CoxTE, son of Major LE CoNTE, so well known among naturalists, and who
is, like his father, much attached to the study of natural history.

Le ConTre’s Saarp-rAILED BunTiNG, Emberiza Le Conteii, Aud.

* See vol. iii. p. 49. T Ibid. p. 58.



MISSOURI MEADOW-LARK. 339
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Upper Missouri prairies. Common.

Male.

Bill much more slender than in Emberiza Henslowiz (Avp.); first quill the
longest, the rest diminishing rapidly. Tail emarginate and rounded, with
the feathers acute. Upper parts light yellowish-red, streaked with brownish-
black, the margins of the feathers and scapulars pale yellowish-white. Tail
feathers dusky, margined with light yellowish. Lower parts, with the
cheeks and a broad band over the eyes, fine buff. Medial line yellowish-
white. The buff extending to the femorals and along the sides, streaked
with brownish-black; throat, neck, and upper parts of the breast without any
streaks, and plain buff.

Total length 45* inches; wing from flexure 235 first quill longest; tail 1%;
bill along” the ridge £, along the edge nearly 1; both mandibles dark blue,
lighter along the edges. KEyes brown. Legs, feet and claws, dull flesh
colour. Tarsus ¥; middle toe 1, its claw %; hind toe 3, its claw rather
more than #.

FAMILY XVIL*—STURNINZA. STARLINGS.

Genus L.T—STURNELLA, Vieill. MEADOW-STARLING.

MISSOURI MEADOW-LARK.

- STURNELLA NEGLECTA, JZud.
PLATE CCCCLXXXIX.—MaLE.

Although the existence of this species was known to the celebrated
explorers of the west, LEwis and CLARK, during their memorable journey
across the Rocky Mountains and to the Pacific; no one has since taken the
least notice of it.

These travellers mention it at page 236 of the first volume, edited by
Pavr ArLiew, IBsq., and revised by ArcriBarLp M¢Vicar. They say, on
the 21st June, 1805, “There is also a species of Lark, much resembling the

* See vol. iv. p. 69. 1 Ibid.
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