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NEW   SPECIES.

NOT    IN     MY    SYNOPSIS.

During   my   journey   to   the   country   around   and   about   the   waters   of   the
Upper   Missouri   and   Yellow   Stone   rivers,   in   the   summer   and   autumn   of
1S43,   my  companions  and  myself   had  the  good  fortune  of   procuring  several
new  species  of   birds;   and  I   feel   much  satisfaction  in  presenting  them  to  my
subscribers,   who,   I   trust,   will   be   gratified   to   see   that   my   anxiety   to   please
them  is  not  in  the  least  diminished.

In   publishing   these   new   species,   I   have   the   gratification   of   naming   some
of   them  after   those   gentlemen  who   accompanied   me   on   my   late   tour;   and
others,   after   friends   connected   with   the   science   of   ornithology,   publicly   or
otherwise.

With  the  exception  of   a  few  of   these  birds,   procured  in  the  bottom  lands
along   the   Missouri   river,   they   all   were   found   on   the   sterile   prairies,   which
form   the   greater   portion   of   the   country   visited   by   us;   and   generally   during
our  excursions  after  the  buffalo,  the  elk,  or  the  antelope.

I   shall   also   give   figures   of   two   or   three   species   discovered   by   others,
within  the  range  proposed  to  be  included  in  my  synopsis  as  appertaining  to
our   Fauna.   In   the   accounts   given  of   these   new  species,   the   student   wili   be
surprised  as   much  as   I   have  n^self   been,   to   see  how  closely   allied  most   of
them   are   to   species   long   since   described,   not   only   by   me,   but   even   by
Alexander   Wilson,   Nuttall,   and   Charles   Lucien   Bonaparte.   I
have  a  series  of   each  species  now  in  my  possession,   which  can  be  seen  by
any  student  of  ornithology  who  may  desire  to  examine  them.
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be  a  female,  near  Fort  Croghan,  on  the  5th  of  October,  which  I  have  figured
along  with  a  fine  male.     The  female  differing  in  nothing  from  the  latter.

All   our  exertions  to  discover  the  nest   of   this   species  were  fruitless,   and  I
concluded  by  thinking  that   it   proceeds  further   northward  to   breed.

Harris'   Finch,   Fririgilla   Harrisii,   Aud.

Male   7|,   10TV
Found  on  the  Upper  Missouri.      Not  abundant.
Adult   Male.

Bill  dusky;  head  and  throat  black,  descending  by  streaks  of  the  same  colour
on   the   breast.   Cheeks   and   a   broad   line   nearly   meeting   on   the   nape,   ash-
grey;   back   dull   bay,   streaked   with   brownish-black;   rump   dull   olivaceous;
edge   of   wing   whitish.   Two   bands   of   white   on   the   wings,   formed   by   the
tips   of   the   secondary   coverts   and   first   row   of   small   coverts.   Tail   feathers
brown,   edged   with   light   greyish-olive.   Sides   of   the   breast   thickly   streaked
with   black   dots.   The   lower   parts   white,   tinged   with   light   brownish-yellow.
Legs   dusky,   the   claws  darker.      Second  quill   longest.

Bill  along  the  ridge  ^  inch,  along  the  gap  f;  from  bill  to  pinion  1-|;  to  end
of  wing  5  inches,  to  end  of  claws  6|-,  to  end  of  tail  7;  alar  extent  10TV;  wing
from  flexure  3T7g-;  tarsus  ^;  middle  toe  ^-*,  its  claw  i;  hind  toe  %-*,  its  claw  §»
Feet   cinnamon  colour.

Young,  supposed  to  be  a  Female.
The  general  appearance  is  the  same  as  the  above,  as  well  as  the  colouring,

except   that   the  upper  part   of   the  head  is   covered  with  black  feathers,   each
edged   with   yellowish-brown,   as   well   as   the   sides   of   the   head.   A   streak   of
black  descends  from  the  base  of  the  lower  mandible,  and  the  upper  parts  of
the   breast   and   sides   are   thickly   streaked   with   deep   brownish-rufous;   lower
parts   as   in   the   adult;   measurements   the   same.   The   adult   female   exactly   as
in  the  male.
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