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Not  uncommon  off   the  coast   of   Maine  during  summer.      Breeds  on  Sable
Island,  off  Nova  Scotia.     Ranges,  at  times,  to  great  distances  seaward.

Adult.
Bill   about   the   length   of   the   head,   rather   slender,   a   little   compressed,

straightish,   the   tips   curved.   Upper   mandible   with   the   dorsal   line   convex,
and   sloping   at   the   base,   afterwards   slightly   concave,   on   the   unguis   curved,
the   ridge   broadly   convex,   narrowed   towards   the   end,   the   sides   convex,   the
edges   sharp   and   slightly   inflected;   the   unguis   stout,   curved,   rather   acute.
Nostrils   tubular,   approximated,   dorsal;   the   narrow   nasal   groove   extending
to   the   unguis.   Lower   mandible   with   the   angle   very   long   and   narrow,   the
short   dorsal   line   beyond   it   decurved,   the   sides   convex   and   sloping   inwards,
the  edges  sharp  and  inflected.

Head   of   moderate   size,   ovate,   narrowed   before.   Neck   of   moderate   length.
Body   elongated.   Feet   of   moderate   size;   tibia   feathered   to   near   the   joint;
tarsus   compressed,   anteriorly   and   posteriorly   sharp,   covered   all   over   with
diversiform   scales,   of   which   a   series   in   the   inner   side   is   scutelliform.   Toes
rather   long,   slender,   excepting   the   first,   which   is   a   mere   conical   knob   prin-

cipally composed  of  the  claw;  anterior  toes  connected  by  striated  webs,  of
which   the   margin   is   concave,   scutellate   above,   the   third   and   fourth   longest
and   about   equal.   Claws   small,   compressed,   slightly   arched,   obtuse,   that   of
third  toe  with  the  inner  edge  a  little  dilated.

Plumage  dense,   soft,   blended,   on  the  upper  parts   rather  compact.   Feathers
of   the   fore   part   of   the   head   very   short.   Wings   long,   sharp;   primaries
tapering,   rounded;   first   longest,   the   rest   regularly   graduated;   secondaries
rather   short,   rounded.      Tail   rounded,   of   twelve   feathers.

Bill   deep   greenish-black.   Iris   dark   brown.   Inner   and   middle   of   outer
side   of   tibia   dingy   orange,   the   rest   greenish-black,   as   is   the   fourth   toe   and
outer   side   of   the   third,   the   inner   side   of   the   latter   and   the   whole   of   the
second   dingy   orange;   the   webs   much   paler;   claws   brownish-black.   All   the
upper   parts   are   brownish-black,   the   lower   white.

Length  to  end  of  tail   15  inches,  to  end  of  wings  15^,  to  end  of  claws  16;
extent   of   wings   32;   wing   from  flexure   9|;   tail   3|;   bill   along   the   back   1T82,
along   the   edge   of   lower   mandible   l|f;   tarsus   1||;   middle   toe   l|f,   its   claw
T\.     Weight  15  oz.

The  Female  is  similar  to  the  male.
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^PUFFINUS   OBSCTTRUS,   Lath.

PLATE   CCCCLVIIL—  Male.

On   the   26th   of   June,   1826,   while   becalmed   on   the   Gulf   of   Mexico,   off
the   western   shores   of   Florida,   I   observed   that   the   birds   of   this   species,   of
which  some  had  been  seen  daily   since  we  left   the  mouth  of   the  Mississippi,
had  become  very  numerous.   The  mate  of   the  vessel   killed  four  at   one  shot,
and,   at   my  request,   brought   them  on  board.   From  one  of   them  I   drew  the
figure   which   has   been   engraved.   The   notes   made   at   the   time   are   now
before  me,  and  afford  me  the  means  of  presenting  you  with  a  short  account
of  the  habits  of  this  bird.

They   skim   very   low   over   the   sea   in   search   of   the   floating   bunches   of
marine   plants,   usually   called   the   gulf   iveed,   so   abundant   here   as   sometimes
to   occupy   a   space   of   half   an   acre   or   more.   In   proceeding,   they   flap   their
wings  six  or  seven  times  in  succession,  and  then  sail  for  three  or  four  seconds
with  great  ease,  having  their  tail  much  spread,  and  their  long  wings  extended
at   right   angles   with   the   body.   On  approaching  a   mass   of   weeds,   they   raise
their   wings  obliquely,   drop  their   legs  and  feet,   run  as  it   were  on  the  water,
and   at   length   alight   on   the   sea,   where   they   swim   with   as   much   ease   as
Ducks,   and   dive   freely,   at   times   passing   several   feet   under   the   surface   in
pursuit   of   the   fishes,   which,   on   perceiving   their   enemy,   swim   off,   but   are
frequently   seized   with   great   agility.   Four   or   five,   sometimes   fifteen   or
twenty   of   these   birds,   will   thus   alight,   and,   during   their   stay   about   the
weeds,   dive,   flutter,   and  swim,   with  all   the  gaiety   of   a   flock  of   Ducks  newly
alighted   on   a   pond.   Many   Gulls   of   different   kinds   hover   over   the   spot,
vociferating   their   anger   and   disappointment   at   not   being   so   well   qualified
for   supplying   themselves   with   the   same   delicate   fare.   No   sooner   have   all
the   fishes   disappeared  than  the   Petrels   rise,   disperse,   and  extend  their   flight
in   search   of   more,   returning   perhaps   in   awhile   to   the   same   spot.   I   heard
no   sound   or   note   from   any   of   them,   although   many   came   within   twenty
yards   of   the   ship   and   alighted   there.   Whenever   an   individual   settled   in   a
spot,   many   others   flew   up   directly   and   joined   it.   At   times,   as   if   by   way   of
resting   themselves,   they   alighted,   swam   lightly,   and   dipped   their   bills   fre-

quently in  the  water,  in  the  manner  of  Mergansers.
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