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no   difference   from   those   obtained   in   Labrador   and   in   our   Middle   Districts.

Nay,   once,   in   the   middle   of   June,   while   wading   through   the   quick-sands   of
Bayou  Sara  in  Louisiana,   I   came  to  a  high  and  dry  sand-bar  where  I   picked
up   several   eggs   belonging   to   three   pairs   of   birds   of   this   species,   although
the   distance   was   about   two   hundred   miles   from   the   sea   in   a   direct   line.   I
have   at   various   times   observed   this   Tern   on   the   waters   of   the   Ohio   in

autumn,   and   now  and   then   in   spring,   at   the   latter   period   in   company   with
the   Short-tailed   Tern,   Sterna   nigra,   and   have   again   met   with   it   on   the
shores   of   Lake   Erie.   I   have   also   found  it   in   winter   on   the   eastern   coast   of
the  Floridas,   but   in   small   numbers.   Few  birds   indeed  seem  to   me  to   be   so
irregular   in   their   migratory   movements,   for   they   appear   to   stop   at   any   con-

venient breeding  place  from  Texas  to  Labrador.
Few  birds  are  more  gentle  than  this  delicate  species  is  at  times;  for,  appa-

rently unaware  of  danger  from  the  vicinity  of  man,  it  allows  him  to  approach
within   a   few   yards,   whether   it   be   on   wing   or   on   the   ground.   Indeed,   in
the  latter  case,  I  have  seen  it  when  gorged  so  reluctant  to  fly  off  that  I  have
more  than  once  thought  it   was  asleep,  although  on  coming  up  I   was  always
disappointed   in   my   attempts   to   catch   it.   Nothing   can   exceed   the   lightness
of   the   flight   of   this   bird,   which  seems  to   me  to   be   among  water-fowls,   the
analogue   of   the   Humming-bird.   They   move   with   great   swiftness   at   times,
at   others   balance   themselves   like   Hawks   over   their   prey,   then   dart   with   the
velocity  of  thought  to  procure  the  tiny  fry  beneath  the  surface  of  the  waters.
When   you   invade   their   breeding   place,   they   will   sometimes   sweep   far   away,
and   suddenly   return,   coming   so   near   as   almost   to   strike   you.   While   travel-

ling, their  light  but  firm  flight  is  wonderfully  sustained;  and  on  hearing  and
seeing   them   on   such   occasions,   one   is   tempted   to   believe   them   to   be   the
happiest   of   the   happy.   They   seem   as   if   marshalled   and   proceeding   to   a
merry-making,  so  gaily  do  they  dance  along,  as  if   to  the  music  of  their  own
lively   cries.   Now   you   see   the   whole   group   suddenly   check   their   onward
speed,   hover   over   a   deep   eddy   supplied   with   numberless   shrimps,   and   dash
headlong   on   their   prey.   Up   rises   the   little   thing   with   the   shrimp   in   its
bill,   and  again  down  it   plunges;  and  its  movements  are  so  light  and  graceful
that   you  look   on   with   pleasure,   and  are   in   no   haste   to   depart.   Should   this
scene   be   enacted   while   they   have   young   in   their   company,   the   latter   await
in   the   air   the   rise   of   their   parents,   meet   them,   and   receive   the   food   from
them.   When   all   are   satiated,   they   proceed   on   their   journey,   stopping   at
another  similar  but  distant  place.

Although   along   our   Southern   and   Middle   Districts,   the   Least   Tern   merely
scoops  a  very  slight  hollow  in  which  to  deposit  its  eggs,  doing  this  from  the
first  of  April  to  the  first  of  June,  according  to  the  latitude  of  the  place,  those
which   I   found   breeding   on    the   coast   of   Labrador   had   formed   very   snug
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nests,   composed  of   short   fragments   of   dry   moss,   well   matted   together,   and
nearly   of   the   size   of   that   of   the   American   Robin,   Turdus   migratorius;
while   those   met   with   on   the   islands   near   the   Bay   of   Galveston,   were
observed  to  have  laid  their  eggs  upon  the  dry  drifted  weeds  which  appeared
to   have   been   gathered   by   them   for   the   purpose.   The   nests   are   generally
placed  out   of   reach   of   the   tides,   but   on   some  occasions   I   have   known  the
hopes  of   a   whole  colony  destroyed  by  the  sudden  overflow  of   their   selected
places   caused  by   a   severe   gale,   and  have   observed  that,   on   such  occasions,
their  clamour  was  as  great  as  if  they  had  been  robbed  of  their  eggs  by  man.

The   number   of   eggs   deposited   by   this   species   is   more   frequently   three
than   four.   Like   those   of   most   other   Terns,   they   differ   somewhat   in   size
and   markings,   although   I   never   found   any   so   large   as   those   described   by
Wilson,   who   states   that   they   measure   nearly   an   inch   and   three   quarters   in
length,   which   would   better   agree   with   the   eggs   of   the   Common   Tern.   The
average  of  a  basketful  was  found  to  be  one  inch  and  two  and  a  half  eighths
in   length,   by   seven   and   a   half   eighths   in   breadth.   They   are   rather   pointed
at   the   smaller   end,   and  their   ground  colour   is   pale   yellowish-white,   blotched
with   irregular   dark   brown   spots,   intermixed   with   others   of   a   dull   purplish
tint.

I   have   found   this   Tern   breeding   among   Shearwaters   along   the   Florida
coast;   and   my   friend   the   Reverend   John   Bachman   has   observed   the   same
circumstance   on   the   "Bird's   Banks,"   on   the   coasts   of   South   Carolina,   where
it  is  abundant,  as  well  as  on  Sullivan  Island.

The   common  note   of   our   Least   Tern   resembles   that   of   the   Barn   Swallow

when   disturbed   about   its   nest,   being   as   smartly   and   rapidly   repeated   at
times.   When   it   proves   convenient   for   it   to   alight   on   the   ground   or   on   a
sand-beach,  after  it   has  secured  a  prawn  or  small  fish,  it   does  so,  and  there
devours   its   prey   piecemeal,   but   it   more   usually   swallows   it   on   wing.   On
the   ground   it   walks   prettily,   with   short   steps,   keeping   its   tail   somewhat
raised.

Least  Tern,  Sterna  minuta,  Wils.  Amer.  Orn.,  vol.  vii.  p.  80.
Sterna  minuta,  Bonap.  Syn.,  p.  355.
Silvery  Tern,  Sterna  argentea,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  ii.  p.  280.
Least  Tern,  Sterna  minuta,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  iv.  p.  175.

Adult,   8|,   18f.
Breeds   from   Galveston   along   the   shores   to   Labrador.   Not   mentioned   as

found   in   the   Fur   Countries.   Returns   southward,   and   passes   beyond   Texas
in   autumn.   Extremely   abundant   at   times   on   the   Great   Lakes,   as   well   as
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi.

Adult   Male.
Vol.   VII.   IS
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Bill   about   the   length   of   the   head,   slender,   tapering,   much   compressed,
nearly   straight,   extremely   attenuated   towards   the   end.   Upper   mandible
with  the  dorsal  line  slightly  arched,  the  ridge  rather  broad  and  convex  at  the
base,   narrow   towards   the   end,   the   sides   nearly   erect,   the   edges   sharp   and
direct.   Nasal   groove   short,   extending   to   a   fourth   of   the   length   of   the   bill;
nostrils   basal,   linear,   direct,   pervious.   Lower   mandible   with   the   angle
extremely   narrow,   very   acute,   extending   to   the   middle,   the   dorsal   line
straightish,   the   sides   erect,   the   edges   sharp   and   inflected,   the   tip   extremely
acute.

Head   of   moderate   size,   ovate;   neck   short;   body   very   slender;   feet   small.
Tibia   bare   below;   tarsus   very   short,   slender,   compressed,   covered   anteriorly
with   small   scutella,   laterally   and   behind   with   reticular   scales;   toes   small,
slender,   the   first   extremely   small,   the   third   longest,   the   fourth   considerably
shorter,   all   scutellate   above,   the   anterior   united  by   reticulated  webs  having  a
deeply   concave   margin.   Claws   arched,   compressed,   acute,   that   of   hind   toe
smallest,   of   middle   toe   by   much  the   largest,   and  having   its   inner   edge  thin
and  dilated.

Plumage  soft,   close,   blended,  very  short  on  the  fore  part   of   the  head;  the
feathers   in   general   broad   and   rounded.   Wings   very   long,   narrow,   and
pointed;   primary   quills   tapering,   straight,   the   first   longest,   the   next   five-
twelfths   of   an   inch   shorter,   the   rest   rapidly   graduated;   secondary   quills
short,   broad,   incurved,   narrowed   towards   the   end,   the   inner   straight.   Tail
rather   long,   very   deeply   forked,   the   lateral   feathers   extending   an   inch   and
seven-twelfths   beyond   the   fork.

Bill   light   yellowish-orange,   its   tips   black,   but   the   extreme   points   horn-
colour.   Iris   hazel;   feet   light   orange-red,   the   bare   part   of   the   tibia   dusky-
claws   black.   On   the   forehead,   a   triangular   white   patch   extending   to   the
middle   of   the   eye;   upper   part   of   the   head  and  the   nape,   with   a   line   from
the  eye  to  the  bill,   deep  black;  sides  of  the  head,  fore-neck  and  lower  parts,
pure   white;   back   and   wings   very   pale   bluish-grey;   first   two   quills   with   the
outer   web  greyish-black,   and  rather   less   than  half   of   their   inner   web  of   the
same   colour,   the   rest   white,   extending   to   about   half   an   inch   from   their
extremities.   Tail   white   in   summer,   of   a   paler   tint   than   the   back   at   other
times.

Length  to  end  of   tail   Sf-   inches,   to  end  of   wings  9^,   to  end  of   claws  7^,
to   end   of   shortest   tail-feathers   7;   extent   of   wings   ISf;   wing   from   flexure
6y|;   tail   3^;   bill   along  the   ridge   7^   twelfths,   along  the   edge  of   lower   man-

dible lT5f;  tarsus  ^;  middle  toe  T72,  its  claw  T32.
The  Female  is   a  little  smaller  than  the  male,   but  otherwise  similar.

Young  fledged.
Bill   greenish-black.      Iris   dusky.      Feet   pale   yellowish-orange.      All   the
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many   of   them   were   repairing   and   augmenting   nests   that   had   remained
through   the   winter,   while   others   were   employed   in   constructing   new   ones,
and  some  were  already  sitting  on  their  eggs.  In  a  great  many  instances,  the
repaired  nests  formed  masses  nearly  two  feet  in  height,   and  yet  all   of  them
had   only   a   slight   hollow   for   the   eggs,   broken   shells   of   which   were   found
among   the   entire   ones,   as   if   they   had   been   purposely   placed   there.   The
birds  did  not  discontinue  their  labours,  although  there  were  nine  or  ten  of  us
walking   among   the   bushes,   and   when   we   had   gone   a   few   yards   into   the
thicket,   thousands  of  them  flew  quite  low  over  us,   some  at  times  coming  so
close  as   to   enable   us   to   catch  a   few  of   them  with   the  hand.   On  one  side

might   be   seen   a   Noddy   carrying   a   stick   in   its   bill,   or   a   bird   picking   up
something   from   the   ground   to   add   to   its   nest;   on   the   other   several   were
seen  sitting   on   their   eggs   unconscious   of   danger,   while   their   mates   brought
them   food.   The   greater   part   rose   on   wing   as   we   advanced,   but   re-alighted
as  soon  as  we  had  passed.   The  bushes  were  rarely   taller   than  ourselves,   so
that   we  could  easily   see  the  eggs  in   the  nests.   This   was  quite   a   new  sight
to  me,  and  not  less  pleasing  than  unexpected.

The   Noddy,   like   most   other   species   of   Terns,   lays   three   eggs,   which
average   two   inches   in   length,   by   an   inch   and   three-eighths   in   breadth,   and
are   of   a   reddish-yellow   colour,   spotted   and   patched   with   dull   red   and   faint
purple.   They   afford   excellent   eating,   and   our   sailors   seldom   failed   to   collect
bucketsful   of   them   daily   during   our   stay   at   the   Tortugas.   The   wreckers,
assured   me   that   the   young   birds   remain   along   with   the   old   through   the
winter,   in   which   respect   the   Noddy,   if   this   account   be   correct,   differs   from
other  species,   the  young  of   which  keep  by  themselves  until   spring.

At  the  approach  of  a  boat,   the  Noddies  never  flew  off   their  island,  in  the
manner   of   the   Sooty   Terns.   They   appeared   to   go   farther   out   to   sea   than
those   birds,   in   search   of   their   food,   which   consists   of   fishes   mostly   caught
amid   the   floating   sea-weeds,   these   Terns   seizing   them,   not   by   plunging
perpendicularly   downwards,   as   other   species   do,   but   by   skimming   close   over
the   surface   in   the   manner   of   Gulls,   and   also   by   alighting   and   swimming
round  the   edges   of   the   weeds.   This   I   had  abundant   opportunities   of   seeing
while  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.

The   flight   of   this   bird   greatly   resembles   that   of   the   Night   Hawk   when
passing   over   meadows   or   rivers.   When   about   to   alight   on   the   water,   the
Noddy   keeps   its   wings   extended   upwards,   and   touches   it   first   with   its   feet.
It   swims   with   considerable   buoyancy   and   grace,   and   at   times   immerses   its
head  to  seize  on  a  fish.  It  does  not  see  well  by  night,  and  it  is  perhaps  for
this  reason  that  it   frequently  alights  on  the  spars  of  vessels,   where  it   sleeps
so   sound   that   the   seamen   often   catch   them.   When   seized   in   the   hand,   it
utters   a   rough   cry,   not   unlike   that   of   a   young   American   Crow   taken   from
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the  nest.   On  such  occasions,   it   does  not   disgorge  its   food,   like  the  Cayenne
Tern   and   other   species,   although   it   bites   severely,-   with   quickly   repeated
movements  of  the  bill,   which,  on  missing  the  object  aimed  at,  snaps  like  that
of   our   larger   Fly-catchers.   Some   which   I   kept   several   days,   refused   all
kinds  of  food,  became  dull  and  languid,  and  at  length  died.

Sterna  stolida,  Bonap.  Syn.,  p.  356.
Noddy,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  ii.  p.  285.
Noddy  Tern,  Sterna  stolida,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  iii.  p.  516;  vol.  v.  p.  642.

Male,  16T43,  32.
Abundant   on   the   Gulf   of   Mexico   during   the   whole   year.   Breeds   in   vast

multitudes   on   the   Tortugas   Keys.
Adult   Male.

Bill   longer   than   the   head,   strong,   slender,   nearly   straight,   compressed,
very   acute.   Upper   mandible   with   the   dorsal   line   slightly   arched,   the   ridge
broad  and  convex  at   the  base,   narrowed  towards  the  end,   the  sides   convex,
the   edges   sharp   and   inflected,   the   tip   acute.   Nasal   groove   extended   to
beyond   half   the   length   of   the   bill,   slightly   deflected   towards   the   edge;
nostrils   sub-medial,   linear,   direct,   pervious.   Lower   mandible   with   the   angle
very   narrow,   acute,   extending  to   the  middle,   the  dorsal   line   straight,   or   very
slightly  concave,  the  sides  convex,  the  sharp  edges  inflected,  the  tip  extremely
acute.

Head   of   moderate   size,   oblong,   compressed;   neck   of   moderate   length;
body   slender;   feet   very   short,   rather   stout.   Tibia   bare   for   a   short   space;
tarsus   very   short,   roundish,   covered   anteriorly   with   small   scutella,   laterally
and  behind  with  reticulated  scales;  toes  slender,  the  first  very  small,   the  third
longest,   the   fourth   nearly   as   long,   the   second   much   shorter,   all   scutellate
above,   the   anterior   united   by   reticulated   webs,   having   an   incurved   margin;
claws  curved,   compressed,   acute,   that   of   hind  toe  smallest,   of   middle  toe  by
much  the  largest,  and  having  the  inner  edge  thin  and  dilated.

Plumage   soft,   close,   blended,   very   short   on   the   head;   the   feathers   in
general   broad   and   rounded.   Wings   very   long,   narrow,   and   pointed;   primary
quills   tapering   but   rounded,   the   first   longest,   the   rest   rapidly   graduated;
secondaries   short,   broad,   rather   acute,   the   inner   more   tapering.   Tail   long,
cuneate,  of  twelve  tapering  rounded  feathers.

Bill   black.   Iris   brown.   Feet   dull   brownish-red,   the   webs   dusky,   the
claws   black.   The   general   colour   is   sooty   brown;   the   primaries   and   tail-
feathers   browmish-black;   the   upper   part   of   the   head   greyish-white;   a   black
spot  anterior  to  and  over  the  eye.

Length  to  end  of   tail   16T%,  to  end  of   wings  16TV,   to  end  of   claws  13||;
Vol.   VII.   19
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standing   near   the   water's   edge,   and   picking   up   the   marine   insects   which
were   cast   on   shore.   A   solitary   individual   was   seen   in   Prince   Regent's
Inlet,   on   Sir   Edward   Parry's   first   voyage,   and   many   specimens   were   pro-

cured in  the  course  of  the  second  voyage  on  Melville  Peninsula.  Captain
Sabine   also   killed   a   pair   at   Spitzbergen,   so   that   it   is   a   pretty   general
summer  visiter  to  the  Arctic   Seas,   and  is   entitled  to  be  enumerated  amongst
the   European  as   well   as   the   American   birds.   It   arrives   in   the   high   northern
latitudes   in   June,   and   retires   to   the   southward   in   August.   Specimens   pro-

cured in  June  and  July  corresponded  exactly  with  the  one  described  below.
When  newly  killed,  they  all  had  a  delicate  pink  blush  on  their  under  plumage.
The  eggs,  two  in  number,  are  deposited  on  the  bare  ground,  and  are  hatched
in   the   last   week   of   July.   They   are   an   inch   and   a   half   in   length,   and   have
an   olive   colour   with   many   brown   blotches."

At   the   approach   of   autumn,   it   frequently   happens   that   several   species   of
Gulls   associate   together,   and   at   times   congregate   in   great   numbers   on   the
outer   margins   of   sand-bars   and   in   the   large   estuaries.   There   they   keep   up
a   constant   cackling,   run   about,   dress   their   plumage,   and   await   the   rising   of
the   waters.   If   disturbed   at   such   times,   they   shew   greater   shyness   than
perhaps   at   any   other.   One   of   the   oldest   birds   sounds   an   alarm,   and   all
simultaneously  take  to  wing,  disperse,  and  gi'adually  rise  to  a  great  elevation,
flying   in   wide   circles,   and   moving   seaward.   I   have   thought   it   remarkable
that   these   birds   seldom   shun   the   fishermen,   while   towards   any   one   bearing
the   semblance   of   a   gunner   they   act   with   extreme   caution.   Although   loqua-

cious when  congregated,  they  are,  when  separated,  quite  silent,  especially
when   on   wing.   In   squally   and   rainy   weather   they   skim   low   over   the   water
or   the   land,   always   against   the   wind.   They   are   very   tenacious   of   life,   and
often,   when   wounded,   revive   after   you   had   considered   them   incapable   of
breathing.   The  instant   they  are  caught  they  are  wont  to  mute  and  eject   the
contents   of   their   stomach,   as   well   as   when   suddenly   compelled   to   take   to
wing,   or   when   pursued   by   predaceous   birds.   In   particular   states   of   the
weather  they  appear  at  a  distance  much  larger  than  they  really  are,   and,  on
such   occasions,   they   also   seem   much   nearer,   so   that   the   gunner   is   greatly
deceived,  and  may  shoot  at  them  when  too  far  off.

Larcs  Sabini,  Fork-tailed  Gull,  Swains,  and  Rich.  F.  Bor.  Amer.,  vol.  ii.  p.  423.
Fork-tailed  Gull,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  ii.  p.  295.
Forked-tailed  Gdll,  Larus  Sabini,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog-.,  vol.  iii.  p.  561.

Male,  13,  33.
Accidental   as   far   south   in   winter   as   New   York.   Rather   common   along

the   coast   of   Nova   Scotia.   Breeds   in   Newfoundland,   and   along   the   coasts   of
the  Arctic  Seas.      Seen  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  in  great  numbers.
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Bill   about   the   length   of   the   head,   slender,   tapering,   much   compressed,
nearly   straight,   extremely   attenuated   towards   the   end.   Upper   mandible
with  the  dorsal  line  slightly  arched,  the  ridge  rather  broad  and  convex  at  the
base,   narrow   towards   the   end,   the   sides   nearly   erect,   the   edges   sharp   and
direct.   Nasal   groove   short,   extending   to   a   fourth   of   the   length   of   the   bill;
nostrils   basal,   linear,   direct,   pervious.   Lower   mandible   with   the   angle
extremely   narrow,   very   acute,   extending   to   the   middle,   the   dorsal   line
straightish,   the   sides   erect,   the   edges   sharp   and   inflected,   the   tip   extremely
acute.

Head   of   moderate   size,   ovate;   neck   short;   body   very   slender;   feet   small.
Tibia   bare   below;   tarsus   very   short,   slender,   compressed,   covered   anteriorly
with   small   scutella,   laterally   and   behind   with   reticular   scales;   toes   small,
slender,   the   first   extremely   small,   the   third   longest,   the   fourth   considerably
shorter,   all   scutellate   above,   the   anterior   united  by   reticulated  webs  having  a
deeply   concave   margin.   Claws   arched,   compressed,   acute,   that   of   hind   toe
smallest,   of   middle   toe   by   much  the   largest,   and  having   its   inner   edge  thin
and  dilated.

Plumage  soft,   close,   blended,  very  short  on  the  fore  part   of   the  head;  the
feathers   in   general   broad   and   rounded.   Wings   very   long,   narrow,   and
pointed;   primary   quills   tapering,   straight,   the   first   longest,   the   next   five-
twelfths   of   an   inch   shorter,   the   rest   rapidly   graduated;   secondary   quills
short,   broad,   incurved,   narrowed   towards   the   end,   the   inner   straight.   Tail
rather   long,   very   deeply   forked,   the   lateral   feathers   extending   an   inch   and
seven-twelfths   beyond   the   fork.

Bill   light   yellowish-orange,   its   tips   black,   but   the   extreme   points   horn-
colour.   Iris   hazel;   feet   light   orange-red,   the   bare   part   of   the   tibia   dusky-
claws   black.   On   the   forehead,   a   triangular   white   patch   extending   to   the
middle   of   the   eye;   upper   part   of   the   head  and  the   nape,   with   a   line   from
the  eye  to  the  bill,   deep  black;  sides  of  the  head,  fore-neck  and  lower  parts,
pure   white;   back   and   wings   very   pale   bluish-grey;   first   two   quills   with   the
outer   web  greyish-black,   and  rather   less   than  half   of   their   inner   web  of   the
same   colour,   the   rest   white,   extending   to   about   half   an   inch   from   their
extremities.   Tail   white   in   summer,   of   a   paler   tint   than   the   back   at   other
times.

Length  to  end  of   tail   Sf-   inches,   to  end  of   wings  9^,   to  end  of   claws  7^,
to   end   of   shortest   tail-feathers   7;   extent   of   wings   ISf;   wing   from   flexure
6y|;   tail   3^;   bill   along  the   ridge   7^   twelfths,   along  the   edge  of   lower   man-

dible lT5f;  tarsus  ^;  middle  toe  T72,  its  claw  T32.
The  Female  is   a  little  smaller  than  the  male,   but  otherwise  similar.

Young  fledged.
Bill   greenish-black.      Iris   dusky.      Feet   pale   yellowish-orange.      All   the
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