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extremely   small,   the   third   longest,   the   fourth   considerably   shorter,   the
second  shorter  than  the  fourth  in  the  same  proportion;  the  anterior  toes  con-

nected by  reticulated  webs,   which  are  deeply  concave  at   their   margin.
Claws   arched,   compressed,   that   of   the   hind   toe   smallest,   of   the   middle   by
much  the  largest,  and  having  the  inner  edge  thin  and  dilated.

Plumage  soft,   close,  blended,  very  short  on  the  fore  part  of  the  head;  the
feathers,   in   general,   broad   and   rounded;   wings   very   long,   narrow,   and
pointed;   primary   quills   tapering   to   a   rounded   point,   slightly   curved   inwards,
the   first   longest,   the   rest   rapidly   graduated;   secondary   quills   short,   broad,
incurved,   obliquely   rounded,   the   inner   more   tapering.   Tail   long,   very
deeply  forked,  of  twelve  feathers,  of  which  the  outer  are  tapering,  the  middle
short  and  rounded.

Bill   bright   coral-red,   black   towards   the   end,   the   tip   light   yellow;   inside
of   mouth   reddish-orange;   eye   hazel.   Feet   coral-red,   lighter   than   the   bill;
claws   brownish-black.   Upper   part   of   the   head,   and   the   hind   neck   half-way
down,   deep   black,   the   anterior   part   tinged   with   brown,   the   posterior   with
blue.   The   sides   of   the   head,   the   fore   neck,   and   all   the   lower   parts,   white,
with   a   slight   tinge   of   greyish-blue   on   the   breast.   Back,   scapulars,   and
wings,   light   greyish-blue,   the   edges   of   the   wings,   the   rump,   and   upper   tail-
coverts,   white,   slightly   tinged   with   grey.   First   primary   with   the   outer
web   deep   black,   the   shaft   white,   on   the   inner   web   a   greyish-black   band
running  along  the   shaft,   narrow  at   the   base,   and  widening  so   as   to   occupy
the  whole  breadth  of  the  web  for  an  inch  at  the  end,  where  it  is  hoary.  The
next   five   have  the   outer   web,   and  a   varying  portion  of   the   inner,   in   nearly
their   whole   length   hoary,   but   at   the   same   time   with   a   dusky   shade,   which
becomes  more  apparent  at  the  ends;  the  rest  of  the  quills  are  like  the  back,
but   margined   and   tipped   with   white.   Tail-feathers   with   the   inner   webs
white,  the  outer  webs  of  the  colour  of  the  back,  paler  on  the  middle  feathers,
gradually   deepening   outwards,   and   on   the   outer   feathers   dark   or   blackish-

grey.
Length  to  end  of  tail  16  inches,  to  the  fork  of  the  tail  11,  to  end  of  wings

15f,   to   end   of   claws   Hi;   extent   of   wings   31^;   wing   from   flexure   ll^j   tail
to   end   of   lateral   feathers   7T2,   to   fork   3^1   bare   part   of   tibia   f|;   tarsus   yf  ;
hind  toe  and  claw  yf,  middle  toe  and  claw  1^\.     Weight  5  oz.

The   Female   is   similar   to   the   male,   but   rather   smaller.   In   some   instances
I  have  seen  a  small  portion  of  the  forehead  white.

Length  to  end  of  tail   15  inches,  to  the  fork  11^-,  to  end  of  wings  15^,  to
end  of  claws  11;  extent  of  wings  3<H;  wing  from  flexure  10^.    Weight  5  oz.

The   Young   in   their   first   plumage   have   the   bill   dull   greenish-black,   with
the   tip   yellowish;   the   feet   greenish-yellow.

In  winter,   the  bill   is  black,  with  the  base  pale  orange,  and  the  tip  yellow-



102   COMMON   TERN.

ish;   the   feet   orange-yellow.   The   colours   are   as   in   the   adult,   the   forehead
white,  the  rest  of  the  head  dusky,  the  upper  parts  having  the  feathers  slightly
margined   with   lighter.

Length  to   end  of   tail   12f,   to   the  fork   11;   to   end  of   wings  14,   to   end  of
claws   10|-;   extent   of   wings   29i;   wing   from   flexure   8f.

American   and   British   specimens   present   no   essential   differences   when
compared   in   considerable   numbers.   The   outer   web   of   the   lateral   tail-feather
is   blackish-grey,   and   the   inner   webs   of   the   tail-feathers   are   white   in   all   the
specimens   collected   for   comparison.   The   tarsus   in   American   specimens
varies  in  length  from  9  to  10^  twelfths,  and  the  claw  of  the  middle  toe  from
2\   to   A\   twelfths;   but   similar   differences   are   observed  in   the   British   birds.

The   tongue   is   1T42   inches   long,   sagittate   and   papillate   at   the   base,   very
slender,   tapering,   the   point   slit,   the   upper   surface   a   little   concave,   the   lower
horny   towards   the   end.   Aperture   of   posterior   nares   linear,   9   twelfths   long.
Palate   with   a   middle   and   two   lateral   ridges.   (Esophagus   6   inches   long,
extremely   wide,   its   average   diameter   on   the   neck   7   twelfths,   within   the
thorax   11   twelfths.   The   stomach   is   muscular,   1   inch   long,   the   lateral   mus-

cles not  distinguishable,  the  fasciculi  of  fibres  being  disposed  as  in  the  rapa-
cious birds;  the  central  tendinous  spaces  3  twelfths  in  diameter;  the  cuticular

lining   strong,   with   broad   longitudinal   rugce.   The   contents   of   the   stomach,
fishes.   The   proventriculus   1   inch   long.   Intestine   1   foot   7   inches   long,   of
moderate   diameter,   convoluted,   varying   from   2\   twelfths   to   Z\   twelfths.
Rectum   1   inch   long.   Cceca   5   twelfths   long,   with   a   diameter   of   f   of   a
twelfth.

The   trachea   is   3$   inches   long,   2\   twelfths   in   breadth   above,   1^   twelfths
below;   its   rings   103,   feeble   and   unossified;   the   lateral   muscles   extremely
slender;   there   are   sterno-tracheal   muscles,   but   none   besides.   Bronchial   half-
rings  about  18.
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northward.   Should   other   travellers   observe   the   same   or   similar   phenomena
at  the  season  mentioned,  it   will   be  proved  that  this  species  does  not  extend
its   autumnal   migration  so   far   as   several   others,   which  I   observed  arriving  at
Galveston   Island   from   the   south-west,   for   example,   the   Least   Tern,   Sterna
minuta,   the   Cayenne   Tern,   St.   cay   ana,   and   the   Black   Tern,   St.   nigra.

The   Common   Tern   commences   breeding   on   the   coast   of   our   Middle
Districts   about   the   5th   of   May.   On   my   voyage   to   Labrador,   I   found   its
eggs  on  the  islands  in   the  Gulf   of   St.   Lawrence,   and  especially   on  the  Mag-

dalene Islands,  which  I  visited  on  the  11th  of  that  month.  On  the  18th  I
saw   them   in   great   abundance   in   the   neighbourhood   of   American   Harbour,
on  the  coast   of   Labrador,   where  thousands  of   Terns  were  plunging  headlong
after   shrimps   all   round   us.   In   that   country,   their   eggs   were   deposited
among  the  short  grass,   and  the  places  which  they  occupied  were  but  slightly
scratched;   whereas,   on   the   Magdalene   Islands,   were   they   breed   on   sandy
ridges,   slight   hollows   were   scooped   out,   as   is   generally   the   case   along   the
eastern   coast   of   the   United   States.   Their   sojourn   in   Labrador   is   of   short
duration;   and   when  we   were   at   Newfoundland,   on   the   14th   of   August,   mul-

titudes were  already  passing  southward.  At  the  same  period  considerable
numbers  pass  by  an  inland  route  from  the  Canadas,   and  all   our  great  lakes,
travelling   along   the   Ohio   and   Mississippi.   While   residing   at   Henderson,
and   afterwards   at   Cincinnati,   I   had   ample   opportunities   of   watching   their
movements   in   the   month   of   September.   And   yet,   you   will   think   it   strange,
that,   during   their   vernal   migration,   I   never   saw   one   ascend   any   of   these
rivers   or   the   streams   connected   with   them.   Perhaps   the   inferior   tempera-

ture of  the  waters,  compared  with  those  of  the  ocean,  in  the  early  spring
months,   may  induce  them  to  abandon  their   route  at   that  season.  In  autumn,
on  the  contrary,  when  these  rivers  are  heated  and  reduced  in  size,  the  Terns
may  find   in   them  an  abundant   supply   of   the   fry   of   various   fishes.   It   would
thus   appear,   being   corroborated   by   other   observations   which   I   have   made
relative   to   migration,   that   species   whose   range   is   extensive,   are   determined
in  their  movements  by  a  genial  temperature  and  an  abundant  supply  of  food.

With  an  easy  and  buo}^ant  flight,  the  Tern  visits  the  whole  of  our  indented
coasts,   with   the   intention   of   procuring   food,   or   of   rearing   its   young,   amidst
all   the   comforts   and   enjoyments   which   kind   Nature   has   provided   for   it.
Full   of   agreeable   sensations,   the   mated   pair   glide   along   side   by   side,   as
gaily   as   ever   glided  bridegroom  and  bride.   The   air   is   warm,   the   sky   of   the
purest   azure,   and   in   every   nook   the   glittering   fry   tempts   them   to   satiate
their   appetite.   Here,   dancing   in   the   sunshine,   with   noisy   mirth,   the   vast
congregation   spreads   over   the   sandy   shores,   where,   from   immemorial   time,
the   species   has   taken   up   its   temporary   abode.   They   all   alight,   and   with
minced  steps,  and  tails  carefully  raised  so  as  not  to  be  injured  by  the  sand,
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