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rages.   Were   the   weapons   more   deadly,   feats   of   chivalry   would   now   be
performed;   as   it   is,   thrust   and   blow   succeed   each   other   like   the   strokes   of
hammers   driven   by   sturdy   forgers.   But   now,   the   mated   gander   has   caught
hold   of   his   antagonist's   head  with   his   bill;   no   bull-dog  could   cling  faster   to
his  victim;  he  squeezes  him  with  all   the  energy  of  rage,  lashes  him  with  his
powerful  wings,  and  at  length  drives  him  away,  spreads  out  his  pinions,  runs
with  joy  to  his  mate,  and  fills  the  air  with  cries  of  exultation.

But  now,  see  yonder,  not  a  couple,  but  half  a  dozen  of  ganders  are  engaged
in   battle!   Some   desperado,   it   seems,   has   fallen   upon   a   mated   bird,   and
several   bystanders,   as   if   sensible   of   the   impropriety   of   such   conduct,   rush
to   the   assistance   of   the   wronged  one.   How  they   strive   and  tug,   biting,   and
striking   with   their   wings!   and   how   their   feathers   fly   about!   Exhausted,
abashed,   and   mortified,   the   presumptuous   intruder   retreats   in   disgrace;  —
there  he  lies,  almost  breathless,  on  the  sand !

Such  are  the  conflicts  of  these  ardent  lovers,  and  so  full  of  courage  and  of
affection   towards   their   females   are   they,   that   the   approach   of   a   male   in-

variably ruffles  their  tempers  as  well  as  their  feathers.  No  sooner  has  the
goose  laid  her  first  egg,  than  her  bold  mate  stands  almost  erect  by  her  side,
watching   even   the   rustling   sound   of   the   breeze.   The   least   noise   brings
from  him  a  sound  of  anger.   Should  he  spy  a  racoon  making  its  way  among
the   grass,   he   walks   up   to   him   undauntedly,   hurls   a   vigorous   blow   at   him,
and   drives   him   instantly   away.   Nay,   I   doubt   if   man   himself,   unarmed,
would   come   off   unscathed   in   such   an   encounter.   The   brave   gander   does
more;   for,   if   imminent   danger  excite   him,   he  urges  his   mate  to   fly   off,   and
resolutely   remains   near   the   nest   until   he   is   assured  of   her   safety,   when  he
also  betakes  himself  to  flight,  mocking  as  it  were  by  his  notes  his  disappoint-

ed enemy.
Suppose  all  to  be  peace  and  quiet  around  the  fond  pair,  and  the  female  to

be  sitting  in  security  upon  her  eggs.   The  nest  is   placed  near  the  bank  of   a
noble   stream   or   lake;   the   clear   sky   is   spread   over   the   scene,   the   bright
beams  glitter  on  the  waters,   and  a  thousand  odorous  flowers  give  beauty  to
the  swamp  which  of   late  was  so  dismal.   The  gander  passes  to  and  fro  over
the   liquid   element,   moving   as   if   lord   of   the   waters;   now   he   inclines   his
head  with   a   graceful   curve,   now  sips   to   quench  his   thirst;   and,   as   noontide
has  arrived,   he  paddles   his   way  towards  the  shore,   to   relieve  for   awhile   his
affectionate   and   patient   consort.   The   lisping   sounds   of   their   offspring   are
heard  through  the  shell;   their   little  bills   have  formed  a  breach  in  the  inclos-

ing  walls;   full   of   life,   and   bedecked   with   beauty,   they   come   forth,   with
tottering   steps   and   downy   covering.   Toward   the   water   they   now   follow
their   careful   parent,   they   reach   the   border   of   the   stream,   their   mother
already   floats   on   the   loved   element,   one   after   another   launches   forth,   and
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now   the   flock   glides   gently   along.   What   a   beautiful   sight!   Close   by   the
grassy   margin,   the   mother   slowly   leads   her   innocent   younglings;   to   one  she
shews  the  seed  of  the  floating  grass,  to  another  points  out  the  crawling  slug.
Her   careful   eye   watches   the   cruel   turtle,   the   garfish,   and  the   pike,   that   are
lurking   for   their   prey,   and,   with   head   inclined,   she   glances   upwards   to   the
Eagle   or   the   Gull   that   are   hovering   over   the   water   in   search   of   food.   A
ferocious   bird   dashes   at   her   young   ones;   she   instantly   plunges   beneath   the
surface,   and,   in  the  twinkling  of   an  eye,   her  brood  disappear  after  her;   now
they   are   among   the   thick   rushes,   with   nothing   above   water   but   their   little
bills.   The   mother   is   marching   towards   the   land,   having   lisped   to   her   brood
in  accents   so  gentle   that   none  but   they  and  her   mate  can  understand  their
import,   and  all   are  safely  lodged  under  cover  until   the  disappointed  Eagle  or
Gull  bears  away.

More  than  six   weeks   have   now  elapsed.   The  down  of   the   goslings,   which
was  at   first   soft   and  tufty,   has   become  coarse   and  hairlike.   Their   wings   are
edged   with   quills,   and   their   bodies   bristled   with   feathers.   They   have   in-

creased in  size,  and,  living  in  the  midst  of  abundance,  they  have  become  fat,
so   that   on   shore   they   make   their   way   with   difficulty,   and   as   they   are   yet
unable  to  fly,  the  greatest  care  is  required  to  save  them  from  their  numerous
enemies.   They   grow   apace,   and   now   the   burning   days   of   August   are   over.
They  are  able  to  fly  with  ease  from  one  shore  to  another,  and  as  each  suc-

cessive night  the  hoarfrosts  cover  the  country,  and  the  streams  are  closed
over   by   the   ice,   the   family   joins   that   in   their   neighbourhood,   which   is   also
joined   by   others.   At   length   they   spy   the   advance   of   a   snow-storm,   when
the  ganders  with  one  accord  sound  the  order  for  their  departure.

After  many  wide  circlings,   the  flock  has  risen  high  in  the  thin  air,   and  an
hour  or  more  is  spent  in  teaching  the  young  the  order  in  which  they  are  to
move.   But  now,  the  host   has  been  marshalled,   and  off   it   starts,   shewing,   as
it   proceeds,   at   one   time   an   extended   front,   at   another   a   single   lengthened
file,   and   now   arraying   itself   in   an   angular   form.   The   old   males   advance   in
front,   the   females   follow,   the   young   come   in   succession   according   to   their
strength,   the   weakest   forming   the   rear.   Should   one   feel   fatigued,   his   posi-

tion is  changed  in  the  ranks,  and  he  assumes  a  place  in  the  wake  of  another,
who  cleaves   the   air   before   him;   perhaps   the   parent   bird   flies   for   awhile   by
his   side   to   encourage   him.   Two,   three,   or   more   days   elapse   before   they
reach   a   secure   resting   place.   The   fat   with   which   they   were   loaded   at   their
departure   has   rapidly   wasted;   they   are   fatigued,   and   experience   the   keen
gnawings   of   hunger;   but   now   they   spy   a   wide   estuary,   towards   which   they
direct   their   course.   Alighting   on   the   water,   they   swim   to   the   beach,   stand,
and  gaze  around  them;  the  young  full  of  joy,  the  old  full  of  fear,  for  well  are
they  aware  that   many  foes  have  been  waiting  their   arrival.      Silent   all   night
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remains   the  flock,   but   not   inactive;   with   care   they  betake  themselves   to   the
grassy   shores,   where   they   allay   the   cravings   of   appetite,   and   recruit   their
wasted   strength.   Soon   as   the   early   dawn   lightens   the   surface   of   the   deep
they   rise   into   the   air,   extend   their   lines,   and   proceed   southward,   until
arriving   in   some   place   where   they   think   they   may   be   enabled   to   rest   in
security,   they   remain   during   the   winter.   At   length,   after   many   annoyances,
they   joyfully   perceive   the   return   of   spring,   and   prepare   to   fly   away   from
their  greatest  enemy  man.

The   Canada   Goose   often   arrives   in   our   Western   and   Middle   Districts   as

early   as   the   beginning   of   September,   and   does   not   by   means   confine   itself
to   the  sea-shore.   Indeed,   my  opinion  is,   that   for   every   hundred  seen  during
the   winter   along   our   large   bays   and   estuaries,   as   many   thousands   may   be
found   in   the   interior   of   the   country,   where   they   frequent   the   large   ponds,
rivers,   and   wet   savannahs.   During   my   residence   in   the   State   of   Kentucky,
I   never   spent   a   winter   without   observing   immense   flocks   of   these   birds,
especially   in   the   neighbourhood   of   Henderson,   where   I   have   killed   many
hundreds  of   them,   as   well   as   on  the  Falls   of   the  Ohio  at   Louisville,   and  in
the   neighbouring   country,   which   abounds   in   ponds   overgrown   with   grasses
and  various  species  of   Nympheae,   on  the  seeds  of   which  they  greedily   feed.
Indeed  all   the   lakes   situated  within   a   few  miles   of   the   Missouri   and  Missis-

sippi, or  their  tributaries,  are  still  amply  supplied  with  them  from  the  mid-
dle of  autumn  to  the  beginning  of  spring.  In  these  places,  too,  I  have  found

them   breeding,   although   sparingly.   It   seems   to   me   more   than   probable,
that   the   species   bred   abundantly   in   the   temperate   parts   of   North   America
before   the   white   population   extended   over   them.   This   opinion   is   founded
on  the  relations  of   many  old  and  respectable  citizens  of   our  country,   and  in
particular   of   General   George   Clark,   one   of   the   first   settlers   on   the   banks
of  the  Ohio,  who,  at  a  very  advanced  age,  assured  me  that,  fifty  years  before
the   period   when   our   conversation   took   place   (about   seventy-five   years   from
the   present   time),   wild   geese   were   so   plentiful   at   all   seasons   of   the   year,
that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  having  them  shot  to  feed  his  soldiers,  then  gar-

risoned near  Vincennes,  in  the  present  State  of  Indiana.  My  father,  who
travelled   down   the   Ohio   shortly   after   Braddock's   defeat,   related   the   same
to   me;   and   I,   as   well   as   many   persons   now   residing   at   Louisville   in   Ken-

tucky, well  remember  that,  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago,  it  was  quite  easy
to   procure   young   Canada   Geese   in   the   ponds   around.   So   late   as   1819,   I
have   met   with   the   nests,   eggs,   and   young   of   this   species   near   Henderson.
However,   as   I   have   already   said,   the   greater   number   remove   far   north   to
breed.   I   have  never   heard  of   an  instance  of   their   breeding  in   the  Southern
States.     Indeed,  so  uncongenial  to  their  constitution  seems  the  extreme  heat
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of  these  parts  to  be,  that  the  attempts  made  to  rear  them  in  a  state  of  domes-
tication very  rarely  succeed.

The  Canada  Goose,   when  it   remains  with  us   to   breed,   begins  to   form  its
nest   in   March,   making  choice  of   some  retired  place  not   far   from  the  water,
generally   among   the   rankest   grass,   and   not   unfrequently   under   a   bush.   It
is  carefully  formed  of  dry  plants  of  various  kinds,  and  is  of  a  large  size,  flat,
and   raised   to   the   height   of   several   inches.   Once   only   did   I   find   a   nest
elevated   above   the   ground.   It   was   placed   on   the   stump   of   a   large   tree,
standing  in  the  centre  of  a  small  pond,  about  twenty  feet  high,  and  contained
five   eggs.   As   the   spot   was   very   secluded,   I   did   not   disturb   the   birds,
anxious   as   I   was   to   see   in   what   manner   they   should   convey   the   young  to
the   water.   But   in   this   I   was   disappointed,   for,   on   going   to   the   nest,   near
the   time   at   which   I   expected   the   process   of   incubation   to   terminate,   I   had
the  mortification  to  find  that  a  racoon,   or  some  other  animal,   had  destroyed
the   whole   of   the   eggs,   and   that   the   birds   had   abandoned   the   place.   The
greatest  number  of  eggs  which  I   have  found  in  the  nest  of  this  species  was
nine,   which   I   think   is   more   by   three   than  these   birds   usually   lay   in   a   wild
state.  In  the  nests  of  those  which  I  have  had  in  a  domesticated  state,  I  have
sometimes   counted   as   many   as   eleven,   several   of   them,   however,   usually
proving   unproductive.   The   eggs   measure,   on   an   average,   3^   inches   by   2^,
are   thick   shelled,   rather   smooth,   and   of   a   very   dull   yellowish-green   colour.
The   period   of   incubation   is   twenty-eight   days.   They   never   have   more   than
one  brood  in  a  season,  unless  their  eggs  are  removed  or  broken  at  an  early
period.

The  young  follow  their  parents  to  the  water  a  day  or  two  after  they  have
issued  from  the  egg,   but  generally   return  to  land  to  repose  in  the  sunshine
in   the   evening,   and   pass   the   night   there   under   their   mother,   who   employs
all  imaginable  care  to  ensure  their  comfort  and  safety,  as  does  her  mate,  who
never   leaves   her   during   incubation   for   a   longer   time   than   is   necessary   for
procuring   food,   and   takes   her   place   at   intervals.   Both   remain   with   their
brood   until   the   following   spring.   It   is   during   the   breeding   season   that   the
gander   displays   his   courage   and  strength   to   the   greatest   advantage.   I   knew
one  that  appeared  larger  than  usual,  and  of  which  all  the  lower  parts  were  of
a  rich  cream-colour.   It   returned  three  years  in  succession  to  a   large  pond  a
few   miles   from   the   mouth   of   Green   river   in   Kentucky,   and   whenever   I
visited   the   nest,   it   seemed   to   look   upon   me   with   utter   contempt.   It   would
stand   in   a   stately   attitude,   until   I   reached   within   a   few   yards   of   the   nest,
when   suddenly   lowering   its   head,   and   shaking   it   as   if   it   were   dislocated
from   the   neck,   it   would   open   its   wings,   and   launch   into   the   air,   flying
directly   at   me.   So   daring   was   this   fine   fellow,   that   in   two   instances   he
struck   me   a   blow   with   one   of   his   wings   on   the   right   arm,   which,   for   an
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instant,   I   thought   was   broken.   I   observed   that   immediately   after   such   an
effort  to  defend  his  nest  and  mate,  he  would  run  swiftly  towards  them,  pass
his   head   and   neck   several   times   over   and   around   the   female,   and   again
assume  his  attitude  of  defiance.

Always   intent   on   making   experiments,   I   thought   of   endeavouring   to   con-
ciliate this  bold  son  of  the  waters.  For  this  purpose  I  always  afterwards

took  with  me  several   ears  of   corn,   which  I   shelled,   and  threw  towards  him.
It   remained  untouched  for   several   days;   but   I   succeeded  at   last,   and  before
the  end  of   a   week  both  birds   fed   freely   on  the   grain   even  in   my  sight!   I
felt   much  pleasure  on  this  occasion,  and  repeating  my  visit   daily,   found,  that
before  the  eggs  were  hatched,  they  would  allow  me  to  approach  within  a  few
feet   of   them,   although   they   never   suffered   me   to   touch   tbem.   Whenever   I
attempted  this  the  male  met  my  fingers  with  his  bill,   and  bit  me  so  severely
that   I   gave   it   up.   The   great   beauty   and  courage  of   the   male   rendered  me
desirous   of   obtaining   possession   of   him.   I   had   marked   the   time   at   which
the   young   were   likely   to   appear,   and   on   the   preceding   day   I   baited   with
corn   a   large   coop   made   of   twine,   and   waited   until   he   should   enter.   He
walked   in,   I   drew   the   string,   and   he   was   my   prisoner.   The   next   morning
the   female   was   about   to   lead   her   offspring   to   the   river,   which   was   distant
nearly   half   a   mile,   when   I   caught   the   whole   of   the   young   birds,   and   with
them  the  mother  too,  who  came  within  reach  in  attempting  to  rescue  one  of
her  brood,   and  had  them  taken  home.  There  I   took  a  cruel   method  of   pre-

venting their  escape,  for  with  a  knife  I  pinioned  each  of  them  on  the  same  side,
and   turned   them   loose   in   my   garden,   where   I   had   a   small   but   convenient
artificial   pond.   For   more   than   a   fortnight,   both   the   old   birds   appeared
completely   cowed.   Indeed,   for   some   days   I   felt   apprehensive   that   they
would   abandon   the   care   of   the   young   ones.   However,   with   much   attention,
I   succeeded  in  rearing  the  latter  by  feeding  them  abundantly  with  the  larvas
of   locusts,   which   they   ate   greedily,   as   well   as   with   corn-meal   moistened
with   water,   and   the   whole   flock,   consisting   of   eleven   individuals,   went   on
prosperously.   In   December   the   weather   became   intensely   cold,   and   I
observed  that  now  and  then  the  gander  would  spread  his  wings,  and  sound  a
loud  note,  to  which  the  female  first,   and  then  all   the  young  ones  in  succes-

sion, would  respond,  when  they  would  all  run  as  far  as  the  ground  allowed
them  in  a  southerly  direction,   and  attempt  to  fly   off.   I   kept  the  whole  flock
three  years.   The  old   pair   never   bred  while   in   my  possession,   but   two  pairs
of   the   young   ones   did,   one   of   them   raising   three,   the   other   seven.   They
all  bore  a  special  enmity  to  dogs,  and  shewed  dislike  to  cats;  but  they  mani-

fested a  still  greater  animosity  towards  an  old  Swan  and  a  Wild  Turkey-cock
which  I  had.  I  found  them  useful  in  clearing  the  garden  of  slugs  and  snails;
and   although   they   now   and   then   nipped   the   vegetables,   I   liked   their   com-
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pany.   When   I   left   Henderson,   my   flock   of   Geese   was   given   away,   and   I
have  not  since  heard  how  it  has  fared  with  them.

On  one  of   m}r  shooting  excursions  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  I   chanced
one   day   to   kill   a   wild   Canada   Goose,   which,   on   my   return,   was   sent   to
the  kitchen.   The  cook,   while   dressing  it,   found  in   it   an  egg  ready  for   being
laid,  and  brought  it   to  me.  It   was  placed  under  a  common  hen,  arid  in  due
time  hatched.   Two  years  afterwards  the  bird  thus  raised,   mated  with  a   male
of   the   same  species,   and  produced  a   brood.   This   Goose  was   so   gentle   that
she  would  suffer  any  person  to  caress  her,   and  would  readily  feed  from  the
hand.   She   was   smaller   than   usual,   but   in   every   other   respect   as   perfect   as
any  I   have  ever  seen.   At   the  period  of   migration  she  shewed  by  her  move-

ments less  desire  to  fly  off  than  any  other  I  have  known;  but  her  mate,  who
had  once  been  free,  did  not  participate  in  this  apathy.

I   have   not   been  able   to   discover   why  many  of   those   birds   which   I   have
known  to  have  been  reared  from  the  egg,  or  to  have  been  found  when  very
young  and  brought  up  in  captivity,   were  so  averse  to  reproduce,   unless  they
were  naturally  sterile.   I   have  seen  several   that  had  been  kept  for  more  than
eight   years,   without   ever   mating   during   that   period,   while   other   individuals
had  young  the  second  spring  after   their   birth.   I   have  also  observed  that   an
impatient  male  would  sometimes  abandon  the  females  of  his  species,  and  pay
his  addresses  to  a  common  tame  Goose,  by  which  a  brood  would  in  due  time
be  brought   up,   and  would   thrive.   That   this   tardiness   is   not   the   case   in   the
wild  state  I   feel   pretty  confident,   for  I   have  observed  having  broods  of   their
own   many   individuals   which,   by   their   size,   the   dulness   of   their   plumage,
and   such   other   marks   as   are   known   to   the   practical   ornithologist,   I   judged
to  be  not  more  than  fifteen  or  sixteen  months  old.   I   have  therefore  thought
that  in  this,  as  in  many  other  species,  a  long  series  of  years  is  necessary  for
counteracting   the   original   wild   and   free   nature   which   has   been   given   them;
and  indeed  it   seems  probable  that  our  attempts  to  domesticate  many  species
of   wild   fowls,   which   would   prove   useful   to   mankind,   have   often   been  aban-

doned in  despair,  when  a  few  years  more  of  constant  care  might  have  pro-
duced the  desired  effect.

The   Canada  Goose,   although  immediately   after   the   full   development   of   its
young  it   becomes  gregarious,   does  not   seem  to  be  fond  of   the  company  of
any   other   species.   Thus,   whenever   the   White-fronted   Goose,   the   Snow
Goose,  the  Brent  Goose,  or  others,   alight  in  the  same  ponds,  it   forces  them
to   keep   at   a   respectful   distance;   and   during   its   migrations   I   have   never
observed  a  single  bird  of  any  other  kind  in  its  ranks.

The   flight   of   this   species   of   Goose   is   firm,   rather   rapid,   and   capable   of
being  protracted  to  a  great  extent.  When  once  high  in  the  air,   they  advance
with  extreme  steadiness  and  regularity  of   motion.     In  rising  from  the  water
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or   from  the   ground,   they   usually   run  a   few  feet   with   outspread  wings;   but
when  suddenly  surprised  and  in  full   plumage,  a  single  spring  on  their  broad
webbed  feet  is   sufficient  to  enable  them  to  get  on  wing.   While  travelling  to
some  considerable  distance,  they  pass  through  the  air  at  the  height  of  about
a   mile,   steadily   following   a   direct   course   towards   the   point   to   which   they
are   bound.   Their   notes   are   distinctly   heard,   and   the   various   changes   made
in   the   disposition   of   their   ranks   are   easily   seen.   But   although   on   these
occasions   they   move   with   the   greatest   regularity,   yet   when   they   are   slowly
advancing   from   south   to   north   at   an   early   period   of   the   season,   they   fly
much   lower,   alight   more   frequently,   and   are   more   likely   to   be   bewildered
by  suddenly   formed  banks  of   fog,   or   by   passing  over   cities   or   arms  of   the
sea   where   much   shipping   may   be   in   sight.   On   such   occasions   great   con-

sternation prevails  among  them,  they  crowd  together  in  a  confused  manner,
wheel   irregularly,   and   utter   a   constant   cackling   resembling   the   sounds   from
a   disconcerted   mob.   Sometimes   the   flock   separates,   some   individuals   leave
the   rest,   proceed   in   a   direction   contrary   to   that   in   which   they   came,   and
after   awhile,   as   if   quite   confused,   sail   towards  the  ground,   once  alighted  on
which  they  appear  to  become  almost  stupified,   so  as  to  suffer  themselves  to
be   shot   with   ease,   or   even   knocked   down   with   sticks.   This   I   have   known
to  take  place  on  many  occasions,  besides  those  of  which  I   have  myself  been
a   witness.   Heavy   snow-storms   also   cause   them   great   distress,   and   in   the
midst  of  them  some  have  been  known  to  fly  against  beacons  and  lighthouses,
dashing  their  heads  against  the  walls  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  In  the  night
they  are  attracted  by  the  lights  of  these  buildings,  and  now  and  then  a  whole
flock   is   caught   on   such   occasions.   At   other   times   their   migrations   north-

ward are  suddenly  checked  by  a  change  of  weather,  the  approach  of  which
seems  to  be  well   known  to  them,  for  they  will   suddenly  wheel   and  fly   back
in   a   southern  direction  several   hundred  miles.   In   this   manner   I   have  known

flocks   to   return   to   the   places   which   they   had   left   a   fortnight   before.   Nay,
even  during  the  winter   months,   they  are  keenly   sensible   to   changes  of   tem-

perature, flying  north  or  south  in  search  of  feeding-grounds,  with  so  much
knowledge  of  the  future  state  of  the  weather,  that  one  may  be  assured  when
he   sees   them   proceeding   southward   in   the   evening,   that   the   next   morning
will  be  cold,  and  vice  versa.

The  Canada  Goose  is  less  shy  when  met  with  far  inland,  than  when  on  the
sea-coast,  and  the  smaller  the  ponds  or  lakes  to  which  they  resort,  the  more
easy  it   is   to  approach  them.  They  usually  feed  in  the  manner  of  Swans  and
fresh-water   Ducks,   that   is,   by   plunging   their   heads   towards   the   bottom   of
shallow  ponds  or  the  borders  of  lakes  and  rivers,  immersing  their  fore  parts,
and   frequently   exhibiting   their   legs   and   feet   with   the   posterior   portion   of
their   body   elevated   in   the   air.      They   never   dive   on   such   occasions.      If
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feeding   in   the   fields   or   meadows,   they   nip   the   blades   of   grass   sidewise,   in
the   manner   of   the   domestic   Goose,   and   after   rainy   weather,   they   are   fre-

quently seen  rapidly  patting  the  earth  with  both  feet,  as  if  to  force  the  earth-
worms from  their  burrows.  If   the}^  dabble  at  times  with  their  bills  in

muddy  water,  in  search  of  food,  this  action  is  by  no  means  so  common  with
them   as   it   is   with   Ducks,   the   Mallard   for   example.   They   are   extremely
fond  of   alighting   in   corn-fields   covered  with   tender   blades,   where   they   often
remain   through   the   night   and   commit   great   havoc.   Wherever   you   find
them,  and  however  remote  from  the  haunts  of   man  the  place  may  be,   they
are  at  all  times  so  vigilant  and  suspicious,  that  it  is  extremely  rare  to  surprise
them.   In   keenness   of   sight   and   acuteness   of   hearing,   they   are   perhaps
surpassed   by   no   bird   whatever.   They   act   as   sentinels   towards   each   other,
and  during  the  hours  at  which  the  flock  reposes,  one  or  more  ganders  stand
on   the   watch.   At   the   sight   of   cattle,   horses,   or   animals   of   the   deer   kind,
they  are  seldom  alarmed,  but  a  bear  or  a  cougar  is  instantly  announced,  and
if  on  such  occasions  the  flock  is  on  the  ground  near  water,   the  birds  imme-

diately betake  themselves  in  silence  to  the  latter,  swim  to  the  middle  of  the
pond   or   river,   and   there   remain   until   danger   is   over.   Should   their   enemies
pursue  them  in  the  water,   the  males  utter   loud  cries,   and  the  birds  arrange
themselves   in   close   ranks,   rise   simultaneously   in   a   few   seconds,   and   fly   off
in  a  compact  body,  seldom  at  such  times  forming  lines  or  angles,  it  being  in
fact   only   when   the   distance   they   have   to   travel   is   great   that   they   dispose
themselves  in   those  forms.   So  acute  is   their   sense  of   hearing,   that   they  are
able   to   distinguish   the   different   sounds   or   footsteps   of   their   foes   with
astonishing  accuracy.   Thus  the  breaking  of   a   dry   stick   by   a   deer   is   at   once
distinguished   from   the   same   accident   occasioned   by   a   man.   If   a   dozen   of
large  turtles  drop  into  the  water,  making  a  great  noise  in  their  fall,  or  if  the
same  effect  is  produced  by  an  alligator,  the  Wild  Goose  pays  no  regard  to  it;
but  however  faint   and  distant  may  be  the  sound  of   an  Indian's  paddle,   that
may   by   accident   have   struck   the   side   of   his   canoe,   it   is   at   once   marked,
every   individual   raises   its   head   and   looks   intently   towards   the   place   from
which   the   noise   has   proceeded,   and   in   silence   all   watch   the   movements   of
their  enemy.

These   birds   are   extremely   cunning   also,   and   should   they   conceive   them-
selves unseen,  they  silently  move  into  the  tall  grasses  by  the  margin  of  the

water,  lower  their  heads,  and  lie  perfectly  quiet  until  the  boat  has  passed  by.
1  have  seen  them  walk  off  from  a  large  frozen  pond  into  the  woods,  to  elude
the  sight  of  the  hunter,  and  return  as  soon  as  he  had  crossed  the  pond.  But
should  there  be  snow  on  the  ice  or  in  the  woods,   they  prefer  watching  the
intruder,   and   take   to   wing   long   before   he   is   within   shooting   distance,   as   if
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aware   of   the   ease   with   which   they   could   be   followed   by   their   tracks   over
the  treacherous  surface.

The  Canada  Geese  are  fond  of  returning  regularly  to  the  place  which  they
have  chosen  for  resting  in,  and  this  they  continue  to  do  until  they  find  them-

selves greatly  molested  while  there.  In  parts  of  the  country  where  they
are  little  disturbed,  they  seldom  go  farther  than  the  nearest  sandbank  or  the
dry   shore   of   the   places   in   which   they   feed;   but   in   other   parts   they   retire
many   miles   to   spots   of   greater   security,   and   of   such   extent   as   will   enable
them  to   discover   danger  long  before  it   can  reach  them.  When  such  a   place
is   found,   and   proves   secure,   many   flocks   resort   to   it,   but   alight   apart   in
separate   groups.   Thus,   on   some   of   the   great   sand-bars   of   the   Ohio,   the
Mississippi,   and   other   large   streams,   congregated   flocks,   often   amounting   to
a   thousand   individuals,   may   be   seen   at   the   approach   of   night,   which   they
spend  there,   lying  on  the  sand  within   a   few  feet   of   each  other,   every   flock
having   its   own   sentinel.   In   the   dawn   of   next   morning   they   rise   on   their
feet,   arrange   and   clean   their   feathers,   perhaps   walk   to   the   water   to   drink,
and  then  depart  for  their  feeding-grounds.

When  I   first   went   to   the   Falls   of   the   Ohio,   the   rocky   shelvings   of   which
are  often  bare  for  fully   half   a  mile,   thousands  of   Wild  Geese  of   this  species
rested   there   at   night.   The   breadth   of   the   various   channels   that   separate
the   rocky   islands   from   either   shore,   and   the   rapidity   of   the   currents   which
sweep  along  them,  render  this  place  of  resort  more  secure  than  most  others.
The  Wild  Geese  still   betake  themselves  to  these  islands  during  winter  for  the
same  purpose,  but  their  number  has  become  very  small;  and  so  shy  are  these
birds   at   present   in   the   neighbourhood   of   Louisville,   that   the   moment   they
are  disturbed  at  the  ponds  where  they  go  to  feed  each  morning,  were  it  but
by   the   report   of   a   single   gun,   they   immediately   return   to   their   rocky   asy-

lums. Even  there,  however,  they  are  by  no  means  secure,  for  it  not  unfre-
quently  happens  that  a  flock  alights  within  half   gunshot  of  a  person  conceal-

ed in  a  pile  of  drifted  wood,  whose  aim  generally  proves  too  true  for  their
peace.   Nay,   I   knew   a   gentleman,   who   had   a   large   mill   opposite   Rock
Island,  and  who  used  to  kill  the  poor  Geese  at  the  distance  of  about  a  quarter
of   a   mile,   by   means   of   a   small   cannon   heavily   charged   with   rifle   bullets;
and,   if   I   recollect   truly,   Mr.   Tarascon   in   this   manner   not   unfrequently   ob-

tained a  dozen  or  more  Geese  at  a  shot.  This  was  done  at  dawn,  when  the
birds   were   busily   engaged   in   trimming   their   plumage   with   the   view   of   fly-

ing off  in  a  few  minutes  to  their  feeding-grounds.  This  war  of  extermina-
tion could  not  last  long:  the  Geese  deserted  the  fatal  rock,  and  the  great  gun

of  the  mighty  miller  was  used  only  for  a  few  weeks.
While   on   the   water,   the   Canada   Goose   moves   with   considerable   grace,

and  in   its   general   deportment   resembles   the  Wild   Swan,   to   which  I   think  it
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