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are   able   to   fly.   Many   of   the   nests   are   annually   repaired,   and   these   birds,
when   they   have   once   found   an   agreeable   settlement,   return   regularly   to   it,
until   some  calamity  forces  them  to  abandon  it.   The  full   number  of  the  eggs
is  four,  and  they  measure  at  an  average  two  inches  and  one-sixteenth  by  an
inch  and  a  half.   They  are  thin-shelled,   and  of  a  plain  light  sea-green  colour.
In   about   three  weeks   after   the   young  are   hatched,   most   of   them  leave  the
nest,   and  crawl   about  the  branches,   to   which  they  cling  firmly,   ascending  to
the  tops  of  the  bushes  or  trees,  and  there  awaiting  the  return  of  their  parents
with   food.   If   you   approach   them   at   such   times,   the   greatest   consternation
ensues   both   among   the   young   and   the   old   birds;   the   loud   and   incessant
croaking   which   both   have   until   then   kept   up,   suddenly   ceases;   the   parent
birds   rise   in   the   air,   sail   around   and   above   you,   some   alighting   on   the
neighbouring   trees;   while   the   young   scramble   off   in   all   directions   to   avoid
being   taken.   So   great   at   times   is   their   terror,   that   they   throw   themselves
into  the  water,   and  swim  off   with  considerable  rapidity,   until   they  reach  the
shore,   when   they   run   and   hide   in   every   convenient   place.   Retire   for   half
an  hour,  and  you  will  be,  sure  to  hear  the  old  and  the  young  calling  to  each
other;  the  noise  gradually  increases,  and  in  a  short  time  is  as  loud  as  ever.
The  stench  emitted   by   the   excrements   with   which   the   abandoned  nests,   the
branches   and  leaves   of   the   trees   and  bushes,   and  the   ground,   are   covered,
the   dead   young,   the   rotten   and   broken   eggs,   together   with   putrid   fish   and
other   matters,   renders   a   visit   to   these   places   far   from   pleasant.   Crows,
Hawks   and   Vultures   torment   the   birds   by   day,   while   Racoons   and   other
animals   destroy   them  by   night.   The   young  are   quite   as   good  for   eating   as
those  of   the  Common  Pigeon,   being  tender,   juicy,   and  fat,   with  very  little   of
the   fishy   taste   of   many   birds   which,   like   them,   feed   on   fishes   and   reptiles.
At  this  period  few  if  any  of  the  old  birds  have  the  long  feathers  of  the  hind
head,   and   these   are   not   reproduced   before   the   latter   part   of   the   following
winter,  when  they  seem  to  attain  their  extreme  length  in  a  few  weeks.

The   flight   of   the   Night   Heron   is   steady,   rather   slow,   and   often   greatly
protracted.   They   propel   themselves   by   regular   flappings   of   the   wings,   and,
like   the   true   Herons,   draw  in   their   head   on   the   shoulders,   while   their   legs
stretch  out   behind,   and  with   the   tail   form  a   kind  of   rudder.   When  alarmed
they   at   times   rise   high   in   the   air,   and   sail   about   for   awhile.   They   sail   in
the   same   manner   before   alighting   on   their   feeding   grounds,   which   they
rarely   do   without   having   previously   attended   to   their   security   by   alighting
on   the   neighbouring   trees   and   looking   about   them.   Their   migrations   are
performed  under  night,   when  their   passage  is   indicated  by  their   loud  hoarse
notes,   resembling   the   syllable   qua,   uttered   at   pretty   regular   intervals.   On
these  occasions  they  appear  to  fly  faster  than  usual.

On   the   ground,   this   bird   exhibits   none   of   the   grace   observed   in   all   the
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tarsus  covered  anteriorly   along  its   upper   two-thirds   with  scutella,   below  and
on   the   sides   with   large   angular   scales;   toes   long   and   rather   slender,
scutellate  above,  flat  beneath,  marginate;  hind  toe  stout,  fourth  a  little  longer
than   second,   third   much   longer;   claws   of   moderate   size,   stout,   arched,
compressed,   rather   acute,   that   of   middle   toe   beautifully   pectinate   on   the
inner  edge.

Plumage  soft,   blended.   Feathers   of   the  upper   and  hind  part   of   the  head
elongated   and  loose,   with   three   very   long,   linear   incurved  occipital   feathers,
having   their   webs   inflected.   The   feathers   of   the   neck,   especially   of   its
lower  part  and  sides,  are  also  elongated,  the  latter  curved  backwards.  Wings
of   moderate   length,   broad,   rounded;   primaries   broad,   rounded,   the   third
longest,   the   first   longer   than   the   fourth.   Tail   short,   slightly   rounded,   of
twelve  broad,  rounded  feathers.

Bill   black.   Bare   loral   space   and   eyelids   yellowish-green;   iris   bright   red.
Feet   yellow;   claws   brown.   Feathers   on   the   upper   part   of   the   head,   the
fore  part   of   the  back,   and  the  scapulars,   glossy  blackish-green;  anterior  part
of   forehead   white;   neck   anteriorly   white,   on   the   sides   and   behind   shaded
into  pale  lilac,   the  lower  elongated  feathers  tinged  with  cream-colour;   breast
and   abdomen   white,   similarly   tinged.   Wings,   rump,   and   tail,   light   greyish-
blue,  tinged  with  lilac.

Length  to  end  of  tail  25T72  inches,  to  end  of  wings  25f§,  to  end  of  claws
30T%;   extent   of   wings   44;   wing   from   flexure   13f;   tail   5;   bill   along   the
ridge  3T22,  along  the  edge  of  lower  mandible  4^;  bare  part  of  tibia  1?;  tarsus
3i;  middle  toe  3;  its  claw  ff.     Weight  1  lb.  14  oz.

Young  after  first  moult.
Bill   and  bare  space  about  the  eye  yellowish-green,  the  ridge  of  the  upper

mandible,   and   part   of   the   lower   towards   the   end,   black.   Iris   bright   red.
Feet   pale   greyish-yellow.   At   this   period   the   occipital   feathers   are   not
developed.   The   general   colour   of   the   upper   parts   is   light   greyish-brown,
the   edges   of   the   feathers   paler;   that   of   the   lower   parts   dull   white,   tinged
with   grey   and   cream   colour,   with   the   central   part   of   each   feather   greyish-
brown;  the  feathers  of  the  back  and  wings,   as  well   as  the  secondary  quills,
have  a  long  triangular  spot  of  brownish-white  at  the  end;  the  rump  and  tail
more   tinged   with   bluish-grey.

The   Adult   Female   resembles   the   Male.

Amaryllis  Atamasco,  Willd.  Sp.  PL,  vol.  ii.  p.  51.    Pursh,  Flora  Amer.  Sept.,  vol.  i.
p.  222.

This   species,   which   grows   in   swamps,   and   moist   woods,   in   Virginia   and
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Carolina,   is   characterized   by   having   an   acute   bifid   spatha,   an   erect   funnel-
shaped  corolla  of  a  pale  rose-colour  or  pure  white,   with  a  short  tube  at  the
base,   the  segments   nearly   equal,   as   are   the  declinate   stamens.   It   flowers   in
June  and  July,  and  attains  a  height  of  from  eight  inches  to  a  foot.

YELLOW-CROWNED    NIGHT    HERON.

H-Ardea   violacea,   Linn.

PLATE   CCCLXIV.—  Adult   and   Young.

The   Yellow-crowned   Heron,   which   is   one   of   the   handsomest   species   of
its   tribe,   is   called   "Cap-cap"   by   the   Creoles   of   Lower   Louisiana,   in   which
country   it   is   watched   and   shot   with   great   eagerness,   on   account   of   the
excellence   of   its   flesh.   It   arrives   about   New   Orleans   toward   the   end   of

March,   and   departs   in   the   middle   of   October.   On   arriving,   they   throw
themselves   among   the   thickets   along   the   bayous,   where   they   breed.   Like
the   Night   Heron,   this   species   may   be   enticed   near   by   imitating   its   cries,
when   it   approaches,   cutting   many   curious   zigzags   in   the   air,   and   alights
close   by.   It   is   a   curious   circumstance   that   when   passing   over   several
gunners  placed  on  the  watch  for   them,  they  dive  toward  the  ground  if   shot
at  and  missed,  and  this  they  do  several  times  in  succession,  according  to  the
number   of   shots.   It   is   in   the   evening   and   at   dawn   that   they   are   chiefly
obtained.   They   are   said   not   to   travel   in   boisterous   weather,   or   when   there
is   thunder;   and   I   have   heard   the   same   stated   with   regard   to   the   Night
Heron.

In  some  parts  of  the  Southern  States,  this  species  is  quite  abundant,  while
in   the   intermediate   tracts   it   is   seldom   or   never   met   with.   Thus,   in   the
Floridas,   I   found   great   numbers   on   a   bayou   near   Halifax   river,   but
afterwards  saw  none  until  I  reached  one  of  the  keys,  more  than  two  hundred
miles   distant,   and   farther   south,   where   it   was   breeding   in   society.   The   first
of   these   flocks   I   saw   in   winter,   the   other   on   the   22nd   of   May.   Again,
while   proceeding   toward   the   Texas,   we   saw   a   few   on   an   island   in   Bay
Blanche,   but   met   with   none   afterwards   until   we   reached   Galveston   Island,
where   they    were    plentiful.      They   seldom    advance     eastward    far   beyond
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North   Carolina,   and   I   am   not   aware   of   any   having   been   seen   farther   than
New   Jersey.   On   the   other   hand,   they   are   not   generally   found   on   the
Mississippi   beyond   Natchez,   although   stragglers   may   sometimes   be   seen
farther  up.

This   species   is   by   no   means   entirely   nocturnal,   for   I   have   seen   it
searching  for  food  among  the  roots  of  mangroves  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  and
that   as   assiduously   as   any  diurnal   bird,   following  the  margins   of   rivers,   and
seizing   on   both   aquatic   and   terrestrial   animals.   Whilst   at   Galveston,   I
frequently   saw   a   large   flock   similarly   occupied.   When   they   had   satisfied
their   hunger,   they   would   quietly   remove   to   some   safe   distance   toward   the
middle   of   an   island,   where,   standing  in   a   crouching  posture   on  the   ground,
they   presented   a   very   singular   appearance.   That   they   are   able   to   see   to   a
considerable  distance  on  fine  clear  nights,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  I  am  confident
that   their   migratory   movements   are   usually   performed  at   such   times,   having
seen  them,  as  well   as  several  other  species,   come  down  from  a  considerable
height   in   the   air,   after   sun-rise,   for   the   purpose   of   resting   and   procuring
food.

The   flight   of   the   Yellow-crowned   Heron   is   rather   slow,   and   less   pro-
tracted than  that  of  the  Night  Heron,  which  it  however  somewhat  resembles.

When   in   numbers,   and   surprised   on   their   perches,   they   usually   rise   almost
perpendicularly   for   thirty   or   forty   yards,   and   then   take   a   particular
direction,   leading   them   to   some   well-known   place.   Whenever   I   have
started   them   from   the   nest,   especially   on   the   Florida   Keys,   they   would
sneak  off   on  wing  quite   low,   under  cover  of   the  mangroves,   and  fly   in   this
manner  until   they  had  performed  the  circuit   of   the  island,   when  they  would
alight  close  to  me,  as  if  to  see  whether  I  had  taken  their  eggs  or  young.

When   on   the   ground,   they   exhibit   little   of   the   elegance   displayed   by
the   Louisiana,   the   Reddish,   the   Blue,   or   the   White   Herons;   they   advance
with   a   less   sedate   pace,   and   seldom   extend   their   neck   much   even   when
about   to   seize   their   food,   which   they   appear   to   do   with   little   concern,
picking   it   up   from   the   ground   in   the   manner   of   a   domestic   fowl.   Nor   are
they   at   all   delicate   in   the   choice   of   their   viands,   but   swallow   snails,   fish,
small   snakes,   crabs,   crays,   lizards,   and  leeches,   as   well   as   small   quadrupeds,
and   young   birds   that   have   fallen   from   their   nests.   One   which   was   killed
by   my   friend   Edward   Harris,   Esq.,   on   the   19th   of   April,   1S37,   on   an
island   in   the   Bay   of   Terre   Blanche,   about   4   o'clock   in   the   evening,   was,
when   opened   next   morning,   found   to   have   swallowed   a   terrapin,   measuring
about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  by  one  in  breadth.  It  was  still  alive,  and
greatly   surprised   my   companions   as   well   as   myself   by   crawling   about   when
liberated.

This  species  places  its   nest  either  high  or  low,  according  to  the  nature  of
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the  place   selected  for   it,   and  the   abundance  of   food  in   the   neighbourhood.
In   the   interior   of   swampy   woods,   in   Lower   Louisiana,   I   have   found   the
nests   placed   on   the   tops   of   the   loftiest   cypresses,   and   on   low   bushes,   but
seldom   so   close   together   as   those   of   many   other   Herons.   On   the   Florida
Keys,   where   I   have   examined   more   of   these   tenements   than   in   any   other
part,   I   found   them   either   on   the   tops   of   mangroves,   which   there   seldom
attain   a   greater   height   than   twenty-five   feet,   or   on   their   lowest   branches,
and  not  more  than  two  or  three  feet  from  the  water.   In  the  Carolinas,   they
usually   resort   to   swamps,   nestling   on   the   bushes   along   their   margins.   The
nest   is   similar   to   that   of   other   Herons,   being   formed   of   dry   sticks   loosely
put  together,  and  a  few  weeds,  with  at  times  a  scanty  lining  of  fibrous  roots.
The  eggs  are  generally  three,  never,  in  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  more,  of  a  pale
blue   colour,   inclining   to   green,   thin-shelled,   and   averaging   two   inches   in
length   by   an   inch   and   three   and   a   half   eighths   in   their   greatest   breadth.
The  young  seldom  remain  in   the   nest   until   able   to   fly,   as   is   the   case   with
those  of  some  other  species,  but  usually  leave  it  to  follow  their  parents  along
the   shores.   If   scared   from  the   nest,   they   scramble   along   the   branches   with
considerable   agility,   and   hide   whenever   an   opportunity   occurs.   I   have
given  the  figure  of  a  young  bird  procured  in  October.

The  differences   between  the   periods   at   which  this   bird   breeds   in   different
latitudes,   correspond   with   those   observed   with   respect   to   other   species   of
the   same   tribe.   Thus,   eggs   and   young   may   be   procured   on   the   Florida
Keys   six   weeks   sooner   than   in   South   Carolina,   although   two   broods   are
usually   raised   in   both   districts,   the   birds   frequently   removing   from   one
place  to  another  for   the  purpose.   The  beautiful   slender  plumes  on  the  head
and  back  generally  fall   off   soon  after  incubation  commences,  although  I   have
on   a   few   occasions   found   the   male   still   bearing   these   ornaments   when   the
female  was  sitting  on  her  second  set  of  eggs.  When  the  young  are  just  able
to  fly  1  have  found  them  good  eating,  but  the  old  birds  I  never  relished.

When   wounded,   the   Yellow-crowned   Heron   defends   itself   vigorously
with   its   claws,   the   scratches   inflicted   by   which   are   severe,   and   also   strikes
with  the  bill.   If   not   brought   to   the  ground,   in   a   place  where  the  trees   are
close   and   thickly   branched,   it   is   difficult   to   obtain   them   without   a   second
shot,   for  they  scamper  quickly  from  one  twig  to  another,   and  are  very  soon
out  of  reach.

Wilson   complains   that   the   name   "Yellow-crowned"   should   be   given   to
this   species,   and   this   would   almost   induce   me   to   suppose   that   he   had
never   seen   one   in   the   breeding   season,   when   the   white   of   the   head   is
strongly   tinged   with   yellow,   which   however   disappears   at   the   approach   of
autumn,   when   the   bird   might   with   all   propriety   be   named   the   White-
crowned  Heron.
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tarsus  covered  anteriorly   along  its   upper   two-thirds   with  scutella,   below  and
on   the   sides   with   large   angular   scales;   toes   long   and   rather   slender,
scutellate  above,  flat  beneath,  marginate;  hind  toe  stout,  fourth  a  little  longer
than   second,   third   much   longer;   claws   of   moderate   size,   stout,   arched,
compressed,   rather   acute,   that   of   middle   toe   beautifully   pectinate   on   the
inner  edge.

Plumage  soft,   blended.   Feathers   of   the  upper   and  hind  part   of   the  head
elongated   and  loose,   with   three   very   long,   linear   incurved  occipital   feathers,
having   their   webs   inflected.   The   feathers   of   the   neck,   especially   of   its
lower  part  and  sides,  are  also  elongated,  the  latter  curved  backwards.  Wings
of   moderate   length,   broad,   rounded;   primaries   broad,   rounded,   the   third
longest,   the   first   longer   than   the   fourth.   Tail   short,   slightly   rounded,   of
twelve  broad,  rounded  feathers.

Bill   black.   Bare   loral   space   and   eyelids   yellowish-green;   iris   bright   red.
Feet   yellow;   claws   brown.   Feathers   on   the   upper   part   of   the   head,   the
fore  part   of   the  back,   and  the  scapulars,   glossy  blackish-green;  anterior  part
of   forehead   white;   neck   anteriorly   white,   on   the   sides   and   behind   shaded
into  pale  lilac,   the  lower  elongated  feathers  tinged  with  cream-colour;   breast
and   abdomen   white,   similarly   tinged.   Wings,   rump,   and   tail,   light   greyish-
blue,  tinged  with  lilac.

Length  to  end  of  tail  25T72  inches,  to  end  of  wings  25f§,  to  end  of  claws
30T%;   extent   of   wings   44;   wing   from   flexure   13f;   tail   5;   bill   along   the
ridge  3T22,  along  the  edge  of  lower  mandible  4^;  bare  part  of  tibia  1?;  tarsus
3i;  middle  toe  3;  its  claw  ff.     Weight  1  lb.  14  oz.

Young  after  first  moult.
Bill   and  bare  space  about  the  eye  yellowish-green,  the  ridge  of  the  upper

mandible,   and   part   of   the   lower   towards   the   end,   black.   Iris   bright   red.
Feet   pale   greyish-yellow.   At   this   period   the   occipital   feathers   are   not
developed.   The   general   colour   of   the   upper   parts   is   light   greyish-brown,
the   edges   of   the   feathers   paler;   that   of   the   lower   parts   dull   white,   tinged
with   grey   and   cream   colour,   with   the   central   part   of   each   feather   greyish-
brown;  the  feathers  of  the  back  and  wings,   as  well   as  the  secondary  quills,
have  a  long  triangular  spot  of  brownish-white  at  the  end;  the  rump  and  tail
more   tinged   with   bluish-grey.

The   Adult   Female   resembles   the   Male.

Amaryllis  Atamasco,  Willd.  Sp.  PL,  vol.  ii.  p.  51.    Pursh,  Flora  Amer.  Sept.,  vol.  i.
p.  222.

This   species,   which   grows   in   swamps,   and   moist   woods,   in   Virginia   and
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