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YELLOW-BREASTED   RAIL.   J  55

Dr.   Trudeau   has   favoured   me   with   the   following   notice   respecting   this
species:  —  "The   Yellow-breasted   Rail   winters   in   the   Southern   States   of   the
Union.   It   arrives   in   Louisiana   in   company   with   JRallus   (  Ortygometra)

jamaicensis,   about   the   end   of   October   or   the   beginning   of   November.   As
well   as  that  species  it   is   very  common  in  the  marshes  in  the  vicinity  of   the
woods.   It   is   a   very   difficult   thing  to   force  either   of   these  two  Rails   to   take
flight;   for   if   chased   by   a   dog,   they   will   only   fly   when   the   animal   is   near
catching   them.   However,   it   is   much   easier   to   kill   them   at   this   season   of
the   year   than   in   the   spring,   in   the   Northern   States.   It   is   there   I   can   say
almost   impossible   to   put   them   up.   The   reason   of   this   is   probably   their
attachment   to   their   eggs   or   young  ones.   Some  of   them  nestle   in   Louisiana.
About   the   beginning   of   March,   these   two   species   begin   to   migrate   north-

ward. They  are  to  be  seen  at  Salem,  in  New  Jersey,  by  the  end  of  April.
A   few  of   the  Yellow-breasts   remain  there,   and  a   great   number  of   the  other
species  breed.     I  suppose  that  many  proceed  as  far  as  Hudson's  Bay."

Rallus  noveboracensis,  Bonap.  Syn.,  p.  335.
Rallus  noveboracensis,  Bonap.  Amer.  Orn.,  vol.  iv.  p.  136.
Yellow-breasted   Rail,   Rallus   noveboracensis,   Swains,   and   Rich.   F.   Bor.   Amer.,

vol.  ii.  p.  402.
Yellow-breasted  Rail,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  ii.  p.  402.
Yellow-breasted  Rail,  Rallus  noveboracensis,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  iv.  p.  251;  vol.

v.  p.  574.

Male,   7f,   \2\.
Common   in   Lower   Louisiana   and   Florida,   where   it   breeds.   Stragglers   go

as   far   as   Hudson's   Bay.   Occasionally   met   with   far   in   the   interior.   Prefers
fresh  water.

Adult   Male.

Bill   shorter   than   the   head,   rather   stout,   compressed,   tapering.   Upper
mandible   with   the   dorsal   line   nearly   straight,   being   slightly   convex   towards
the  end,   the  ridge  narrow  and  convex  in   its   whole  length,   the  sides  convex
towards   the   end,   the   edges   sharp,   slightly   overlapping,   destitute   of   notch.
Nasal   groove  broad,   and  extending  to  a  little  beyond  the  middle  of   the  bill;
nostrils   linear,   lateral,   submedial,   pervious.   Lower   mandible   with   the   angle
long  and  narrow,  the  sides  erect,   the  dorsal  line  sloping  upwards,   the  edges
a  little  inflected,   the  tip  narrowed,  the  gap-line  straight.

Head   rather   small,   oblong,   compressed.   Neck   shortish.   Body   compact,
deeper  than  broad.  Feet  of   moderate  length,   rather  stout;   tibia  bare  a  short
way   above   the   joint;   tarsus   of   ordinary   length,   compressed,   anteriorly
covered   with   broad   scutella,   posteriorly   with   smaller,   and   on   the   sides
reticulated.      Hind    toe    small     and  very  slender;     middle  toe  longest,   and
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longer   than   the   tarsus;   inner   toe   considerably   shorter   than   the   outer;   toes
free,   with   numerous   scutella   above.   Claws   much   compressed,   slightly-
arched,  tapering  to  a  fine  point,  flat  and  marginate  beneath.

Plumage   rather   stiff,   but   soft,   blended,   and   slightly   glossed   above.
Feathers   of   the   forehead   somewhat   bristly,   broad   and   rounded;   of   the   hind
parts   elongated.   Wings   short,   broad,   concave;   alula   large,   primaries   curved,
broad,   abruptly   rounded,   the   second   longest,   third   scarcely   shorter,   first
equal   to   seventh;   secondaries   broad  and  rounded,   the  inner   elongated,   some
of   them   extending   a   quarter   of   an   inch   beyond   the   longest   primary.   Tail
extremely   short,   much   rounded,   of   ten   feeble   rounded   feathers;   the   upper
and  lower  tail-coverts  as  long  as  the  tail-feathers.

Bill   greenish-black,   with   the   base   dull   yellowish-orange.   Iris   hazel.   Feet
and   claws   light   flesh-colour.   Upper   part   of   the   head   and   hind   neck   black-

ish-brown, the  feathers  slightly  edged  with  dull  light  brownish-red,  those  on
the   occiput   and  hind   neck   with   a   small   white   spot   on   the   outer   edge.   The
upper   parts   are   brownish-black,   longitudinally   streaked   with   brownish-
yellow,   each   feather   being   broadly   margined   with   the   latter,   and   crossed
with   from   one   to   three   narrow   white   bars.   Alula   greyish-brown,   each
feather   with   a   white   dot   near   the   tip;   primaries   similar,   the   outer   four
unspotted;   the   edge   of   the   wing,   and   the   basal   half   of   the   outer   web   of
the   first   primary   yellowish-white;   outer   secondaries   greyish-brown,   white
towards  the  end,  three  of  them  having  that  colour  extending  over  more  than
half   of   their   length;   inner   secondaries   like   the   back,   as   are   the   tail-feathers.
Loral   space   and   a   line   beyond   the   eye   blackish-brown.   Sides   of   the   head,
neck,   and   anterior   part   of   the   body   light   brownish-red,   each   feather   termi-

nally margined  with  deep  brown;  sides  like  the  back;  axillaries,  lower  wing-
coverts,   and  middle  of   the  abdomen,  pure  white;   sides  of   the  rump  like  the
back;   lower   tail-coverts   brownish-red,   with   faint   whitish   dots.

Length   to   end   of   tail   7f   inches,   to   end   of   claws   9f,   to   end   of   wings   7;
extent  of  wings  12^;  wing  from  flexure  3^;  tail   1T%;  tarsus  y^;   first   toe  and
claw   Ty,   second   toe   ||,   its   claw   -^)   third   toe   1tVj   its   claw   ff  ;   fourth   toe
-j-0!,  its  claw  ||.     Weight  2f  oz.

The  female  is  smaller  than  the  male,  but  similar  in  colour.
Length  to  end  of   tail   6|  inches,   to   end  of   claws  8|;   extent   of   wings  11.

Weight  2  oz.
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~)~Ortygometka   jamaicensis,   Briss.

PLATE  CCC VIII.— Male,   Female,   and  Young.

My   knowledge   of   this   pretty   little   species   is   altogether   derived   from
Titian   Peale,   Esq.,   of   Philadelphia,   by   whom,   in   October,   1836,   I   was
favoured   with   the   following   letter:  —

"I   herewith   send   you   the   'Little   Rail'   of   which   we   were   speaking
yesterday,   and   the   letter   of   Dr.   Rowan   which   relates   to   it.   The   young
died  soon  after  I  received  them,  but  the  old  one  lived  with  me  until  the  26th
of   July   (four   days   after   its   capture),   evincing   considerable   anxiety   for   the
young,   as   long   as   they   lived.   Both   young   and   old   partook   sparingly   of
Indian  meal  and  water,  or  bread  and  water,  and  soon  became  quite  at  home,
and  probably   might   have  been  domesticated,   had  they  been  properly   accom-
modated.

"The   most   remarkable   part   of   the   history   of   this   individual   is,   that   after
its  death  we  should  have  discovered  on  dissection  that  it  was  a  male,  render-

ing it  singularly  curious  that  he  should  have  suffered  himself  to  be  captured
by  hand  while  in  defence  of  the  young  brood.

"There  is  now  in  the  Museum  a  specimen  of  this  species,  which  has  been
in   the   collection   for   about   thirty   years,   said   to   have   been   caught   in   the
vicinity   of   the   city.   It   stands   labelled   'Little   Rail,   Rallus   minutus,
Turton's   Linn;'   but   the   authenticity   of   the   specimen   has   always   been   dis-

puted by  Bonaparte  and  others,  because  none  else  had  been  found;  and  the
author   just   named  expressed   a   belief   that   it   was   an   immature   specimen  of
Rallus   (Crex)   Porzana   of   Europe.

"I   regret   that   I   should   have   mislaid   the   measurements   of   the   specimen
when  recent,   if   any  were  taken,  and  cannot  lay  my  hands  on  them,  or  any
thing  more  than  the  above  notes.     Respectfully  yours,  &c.

Titian   R.   Peale."

Inclosed   in   Mr.   Peale's   letter   was   the   following   note   from   Dr.   Rowan
"to   the   Messrs.   Peales."

"On   Saturday   last   I   wrote   to   you   of   the   Rail-bird   breeding   near   this
place.   I   then   described   one   that   I   caught   last   summer,   which   was   unlike
the  Rail  in  the  fall  season,  and  I  presumed  that  all  in  the  wet  ground  were
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the  same,  but  this  day  my  men  mowing  around  the  pond  started  up  two  of
the  usual   kind.   The  hen  flew  a  few  rods,   and  then  flew  back  to  her  young
in  an  instant,   when  they  caught   her,   together   with  her   four   young,   which  I
herewith   send   you.   Many   more   can   be   caught.   I   have   seen   them   in   our
meadow  every  month  of  the  year,  but  they  never  make  a  great  noise  except
when   very   fat   on   the   wild   oat's   seed.   From   the   above   you   will   conclude
that  they  do  not  migrate  to  the  south,  but  breed  here.     Respectfully,

Thomas   Rowan."

Rallds  jamaicensis,  Briss.  Snppl.,  p.  140.
Least  Water  Rail,  Rallies  jamaicensis,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  iv.  p.  359.

Male,  6,  wing,  3^-.
From   Louisiana   to   New   Jersey,   in   fresh-water   meadows   and   marshes,

difficult   of   access.      Migratory.
Adult   Male.

Bill   shorter   than   the   head,   rather   stout,   compressed,   tapering.   Upper
mandible   with   the   dorsal   line   nearly   straight,   being   slightly   convex   toward
the  end,   the  ridge  narrow  and  convex  in   its   whole  length,   the  sides  convex
towards   the   end,   the   edges   sharp,   the   tip   rather   acute.   Nasal   groove
extending   to   a   little   beyond   the   middle   of   the   bill;   nostrils   linear,   lateral,
submedial,   pervious.   Lower   mandible   with   the   angle   long   and   narrow,   the
sides   erect,   the   dorsal   line   sloping  upwards,   the   edges   a   little   inflected,   the
tip  narrowed,  the  gap-line  straight.

Head   rather   small,   oblong,   compressed.   Neck   shortish.   Body   compact,
deeper   than   broad.   Feet   of   moderate   length,   rather   slender;   tibia   bare   a
short   way   above   the   joint;   tarsus   of   ordinary   length,   compressed,   anteriorly
covered   with   broad   scutella,   posteriorly   with   smaller,   and   on   the   sides
reticulated.   Hind   toe   small   and   very   slender;   middle   toe   longest,   and
longer   than   the   tarsus;   inner   toe   considerably   shorter   than   the   outer;   toes
free,   with   numerous   scutella   above.   .Claws   of   moderate   length,   compressed,
slightly   arched,   acute.

Plumage   blended,   slightly   glossy   above.   Wings   short   and   broad,   taper-
ing, rounded,  the  first  and  second  nearly  equal  and  longest.  Tail  very  short,

much  rounded,   of   twelve  feeble   rounded  feathers;   the  upper   and  lower  tail-
coverts  nearly  as  long  as  the  tail-feathers.

Bill   black.   Iris   red.   Feet   bright   yellowish-green,   claws   dusky.   The
head  and  all   the  lower  parts  are  very  dark  purplish-grey,  on  the  upper  part
of  the  head  approaching  to  black,  on  the  fore  part  of  the  neck  faintly  undu-

lated with  paler,  on  the  sides  and  hind  parts  barred  with  greyish-white;  the
lower   wing-coverts   barred  with   grey   and  white;   the   lower   tail-coverts   of   the
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woods.   It   is   a   very   difficult   thing  to   force  either   of   these  two  Rails   to   take
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Male,   7f,   \2\.
Common   in   Lower   Louisiana   and   Florida,   where   it   breeds.   Stragglers   go

as   far   as   Hudson's   Bay.   Occasionally   met   with   far   in   the   interior.   Prefers
fresh  water.

Adult   Male.

Bill   shorter   than   the   head,   rather   stout,   compressed,   tapering.   Upper
mandible   with   the   dorsal   line   nearly   straight,   being   slightly   convex   towards
the  end,   the  ridge  narrow  and  convex  in   its   whole  length,   the  sides  convex
towards   the   end,   the   edges   sharp,   slightly   overlapping,   destitute   of   notch.
Nasal   groove  broad,   and  extending  to  a  little  beyond  the  middle  of   the  bill;
nostrils   linear,   lateral,   submedial,   pervious.   Lower   mandible   with   the   angle
long  and  narrow,  the  sides  erect,   the  dorsal  line  sloping  upwards,   the  edges
a  little  inflected,   the  tip  narrowed,  the  gap-line  straight.

Head   rather   small,   oblong,   compressed.   Neck   shortish.   Body   compact,
deeper  than  broad.  Feet  of   moderate  length,   rather  stout;   tibia  bare  a  short
way   above   the   joint;   tarsus   of   ordinary   length,   compressed,   anteriorly
covered   with   broad   scutella,   posteriorly   with   smaller,   and   on   the   sides
reticulated.      Hind    toe    small     and  very  slender;     middle  toe  longest,   and
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