
CEDAR   WAXWING.   171

there   in   a   stiffened  posture,   as   if   absolutely   stupid.   When  taken  up   in   the
hand,   they   merely   open  their   bill,   without   ever   attempting  to   bite,   and  will
suffer   a   person   to   carry   them   in   the   open   hand,   without   endeavouring   to
make  off.   Their  crest  at  such  times  is  laid  flat  and  close  to  the  head.  It   is

lowered   or   raised   at   the   will   of   the   bird,   but   more   usually   stands   erect.
Their   plumage   is   silky.   The   females   do   not   exhibit   the   waxen   appendages
on  the  wings  so  soon  as  the  males;  but  these  appendages  form  no  criterion  as
to  the  sex.  I  have  seen  males  and  females  with  them,  both  at  the  extremities
of  the  scapulars  and  tail-feathers,  seldom  more  than  two  or  three  attached  to
the   latter,   whilst   there   were   five   or   six   at   the   former.   Very   few   of   these
birds  remain  the  whole  winter  in  the  Middle  States.

Now,  kind  reader,  can  you  give  a  reason  why  these  birds  are  so  tardy  in
laying   their   eggs   and   rearing   their   young?   It   cannot   be   through   want   of
fruit  for  the  food  of  their  progeny,  as  the  young  birds,  being  at  first  fed  on
insects,  might  continue  to  be  so,  at  a  season  when  these  abound,  and  as  the
old   birds   themselves   evince   pleasure   at   seizing   them   on   the   wing   on   all
occasions.

I   am   informed   by   Mr.   Townsend   that   this   species   is   found   about   the
Columbia   river,   where   he   procured   specimens.   Dr.   Richardson   speaks   of
it   as   not   having   been   observed   to   the   north   of   the   54th   parallel.   Mr.
Drummond  saw  several  small  flocks  on  the  south  branch  of  the  Saskatchewan,
on   the   27th   of   June.   I   found   it   very   numerous   in   the   Texas,   in   the   early
part   of   May.   It   is   known   to   breed   from   Maryland   to   Nova   Scotia,   but
none   were   seen   by   me   in   Labrador   or   Newfoundland.   Dr.   Brewer   has
sent   me   the   following   note   respecting   it.   "This   is   almost,   if   not   quite,   the
only   one  of   our   birds   to   which  Wilson  has   been  guilty   of   injustice.   He  has
branded  it  as  a  thief,  and  denied  it  the  possession  of  any  redeeming  quality.
That  it   does  not  sing  I  admit,  but  that  it   is  not  deserving  of  our  protection
is  not  true.  I  forbear  entering  any  plea  in  its  behalf  on  account  of  the  beauty
of   its   plumage,   or   its   bold   defence   of   its   young,   which   I   can   attest   from
actual   observation,   but   I   must   commend  it   for   the   benefit   which  it   confers,
in   this   part   of   the   country,   on   the   farmer,   by   destroying   thousands   of   the
destructive   cankerworm.   I   have   watched   it   for   hours   together   feasting   on
that  deadly  enemy  to  our  orchards.  It   is  very  abundant,  but  does  not  breed
until   July.   The   eggs   do   not   vary   much   in   colour.   It   remains   all   the   year
round   at   Boston,   and   breeds   abundantly   in   the   orchards."   The   length   of
the  egg  is  9  twelfths,  its  breadth  7  twelfths.

Bombycilla  carolinensis,  Briss.,  vol.  ii.  p.  337.
Cedar  Bird,  Ampelis  americana,  Wils.  Amer.  Orn.,  vol.  i.  p.  107.
Bombycilla  carolinensis,  Bonap.  Syn.,  p.  59.
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Cedar  Bird  or  Cherry  Bird,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  i.
Cedar  Bird,  Bombycilla  carolinensis,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog-.,  vol.  i.  p.  227;  vol.  v.  p.  494.

General   colour   light   greyish-brown,   passing   behind   into   ash-grey,   before
into  pale  brownish-red,  of  which  colour  is  the  upper  part  of  the  head;  a  black
band  on   the   forehead  passing   backwards   over   the   eye   to   the   occiput,   and
margined  above  and  below  by  a  narrow  white  band;  feathers  in  the  angle  of
the   lower   mandible   black;   abdomen   pale   yellow;   lower   tail-coverts   white;
wings  and  tail  dull  leaden-blue,  darker  toward  the  end;  primaries  with  a  very
small  pale  yellow  spot  at  the  tip,  secondaries  tipped  with  an  oblong  wax-red
appendage,   as   are   the   tail-feathers,   of   which  the   extremity   is   bright   yellow.
Female   similar   to   the   male,   but   somewhat

smaller.   The   oblong   appendages   to   the
wings   vary   from   nine   to   three.   Young   with

the   upper   parts   of   a   uniform  dull   greenish-
brown,   lower   parts   of   the   same   colour,   the
throat   pale   buff,   abdomen   and   lower   tail-

coverts   yellowish-white.
Male,   6f,   11.
From   Texas   northward   to   the   Fur   Coun-

tries.  Westward  to  the  Columbia  river.

Extremely   abundant   in   Louisiana   during
winter.

In  a  male  preserved  in  spirits,  the  roof  of

the  mouth  is  slightly  concave  anteriorly,   with
three   slight    longitudinal   ridges;     the   palate

covered  with  small  papillae;  the  posterior  aper-
ture of  the  nares  linear-oblong,  4  twelfths  in

length,  with  the  margin  papillate;  the  tongue

4  twelfths  long,  triangular,  sagittate  and  papil-
late at  the  base,  concave  above,  the  tip  horny,

deeply   slit,   with   two    slender   points.      The
width  of  the    mouth    is    5-£  twelfths.     The
oesophagus,   a  b  c   d,   is   2  inches  9  twelfths
long,   its   width    at    the    commencement   5

twelfths;     it    is    presently    enlarged    to    7
twelfths,    and    increases    to    8    twelfths,    of

which   width   it   continues   to   the   lower   pait
of   the   neck,   where    it    contracts   to    3    twelfths;    the   proventriculus,   c   d,
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