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quaintly  and  monotonously  than  the  common  kind,  but  in  the  same  general
tone  and  manner."

To  this  Mr.  Townsend  adds  that  it   is  found  in  the  "Forests  on  the  banks

of   the   Platte   river,   in   the   vicinity   of   the   Black   Hills,   and   in   the   same
situations   on   the   banks   of   the   Columbia.   This   species,"   he   continues,   "was
observed   in   the   winter   at   Fort   Vancouver,   associating   with   S.   occidentalis.
They   confine   themselves   chiefly   to   the   fences   in   the   neighbourhood   of   the
Fort,   occasionally   flying   to   the   ground,   and   scratching   in   the   earth   for
minute   insects,   the   fragments   of   which   were   found  in   their   stomachs.   After
procuring  an  insect,"  the  male  usually  returned  to  the  fence,  and  warbled  for
a   minute   most   delightfully.   Its   note,   although   like   that   of   our   common
Sialia,  is  still   so  different  as  to  be  easily  recognised.  It  is  equally  sweet  and
clear,  but  of  so  little  power  (at  least  at  this  season)  as  to  be  heard  only  at  a
short  distance.  In  the  spring  it  is  louder  and  bolder,  but  is  at  all  times  much
less  strong  than  that  of  the  common  species."

Erythaca  (Sialia)  Arctica,  Arctic  Blue-bird,  Swains,  and  Rich.  F.  Bor.  Amer.,  vol.
ii.  p.  209.

Arctic  Blue-bird,  Sialia  Arctica,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  ii.  p.  573.
Arctic  Blue-bird,  Sylvia  Arctica,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  v.  p.  38.

Adult   Male.

Bill   of   ordinary   length,   nearly   straight,   broader   than   high   at   the   base,
compressed   towards   the   end;   upper   mandible   with   the   dorsal   line   straight
and  declinate,  until  near  the  end,  when  it  becomes  convex,  the  ridge  narrow,
the  sides  convex  towards  the  end,   the  edges  direct   and  overlapping,   with  a
distinct   notch   close   to   the   narrow   deflected   tip;   lower   mandible   with   the
angle   of   moderate   length   and   narrow,   the   dorsal   line   straight,   the   sides
convex,  the  edges  direct,  the  tip  narrow.     Nostrils  basal,  oval.

Head   rather   large;   neck   short;   body   moderately   full.   Feet   of   ordinary
length,   slender;   tarsus   compressed,   covered   anteriorly   with   seven   long
scutella,  posteriorly  with  two  very  long  plates  meeting  so  as  to  form  a  sharp
edge;  toes  of  moderate  length;  the  first  stouter,  the  second  and  fourth  nearly
equal,   the   third   much   longer;   claws   moderate,   well   curved,   slender,   com
pressed,  laterally  grooved,  tapering  to  a  fine  point.

Plumage   soft   and   blended,   with   considerable   gloss;   short   bristles   at   the
base   of   the   upper   mandible.   Wings   very   long;   the   first   quill   very   small,
being   only   seven-twelfths   of   an   inch   long,   the   second   one-twelfth   shorter
than   the   third,   which   is   longest,   but   exceeds   the   fourth   only   by   half   a
twelfth,   the   other   primaries   rapidly   graduated;   the   outer   secondaries   emar-
ginate,   the   inner   not   elongated.   Tail   long,   deeply   emarginate,   of   twelve
strong  feathers,  of  which  the  medial  are  five-twelfths  shorter  than  the  lateral.
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AMERICAN     DIPPER.

•—   Cinclus   Amekicanus,   Sivains.

PLATE   CXXXVII.—  Male   and   Female.

The  specimens  from  which  the  figures  here  given  have  been  taken,   were
procured   on   the   Rocky   Mountains,   on   the   15th   of   June,   when   they   were
supposed  to  be  breeding,  so  that  they  were  probably  adults  in  full  plumage.
Having   little   taste   for   critical   discussions,   I   shall   refrain   from   inflicting   on
the   reader   a   long   and   elaborate   review   of   all   that   has   been   said   on   the
subject   of   this   interesting   but   little-known   bird,   which   was   figured   by   the
Prince   of   Musignano   from   a   specimen   obtained   near   the   sources   of   the
Athabasca  river,   under  the  name  of   Cinclus  Pallasii;   and  has  been  described
by   Mr.   Swainson,   first   as   C.   Mexicanus,   and   again,   in   the   Fauna   Boreali-
Americana,   as   C.   Americanus.   Unfortunately   very   little   is   known   respect-

ing the  habits  of  the  American  Dipper,  which,  however,  being  in  form  and
size  so  very  similar  to  that  of  Europe,  probably  resembles  it   in  its  mode  of
life.   I   will   therefore   endeavour   to   supply   the   deficiency   by   presenting   you
with   some   extracts   from   the   history   of   the   latter,   as   given   by   my   friend
William   Macgillivray,   of   Edinburgh,   who,   among   the   wild   hills   of   his
native  country,  has  studied  its  habits  with  a  zeal  and  acuteness  certainly  not
exceeded  by  those  of  any  ornithologist.

"This   bird   having   in   a   particular   manner   engaged   my   attention   in   the
course  of   my  many  rambles,   I   have  been  enabled  to   trace  its   history   in   a
satisfactory   degree,   so   that   the   account   here   presented   of   it   I   consider   as
amongst  the  most  accurate  of  those  which  I  have  written.

"It   frequents  the  sides  of   rivers  and  streams  of   inferior   magnitude,   espe-
cially such  as  are  clear  and  rapid,  with  pebbly  or  rocky  margins.  I  have

met   with   it   in   every   part   of   Scotland,   as   well   as   in   the   hilly   parts   of
Cumberland   and   Westmoreland,   and   it   is   said   by   Montagu   to   occur   in
Wales   and   Devonshire.   In   Scotland   it   is   not   peculiar   to   the   mountainous
regions,  being  found  in  the  lowest  parts  of  the  Lothians,  as  well   as  on  the
alpine   rills   of   the   Grampians,   and   other   elevated   tracts,   but   it   is   generally
more  abundant  in  hilly  ground,  and,  although  never  common  in  any  district,
is   nowhere   more   plentiful   than   on   the   Tweed   and   its   tributaries,   in   the
pastoral   counties   of   Peebles   and   Selkirk.   It   is   also   a   well-known   inhabitant
of  all  the  larger  Hebrides.     It  is  not  only  a  permanent  resident,  but  seldom
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