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Pine  Warbler,  Sylvia pinus,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  i.  p.  387.
Pine  Creeping  Warbler,  Sylvia  pinus,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  ii.  p.  232.
Vigors's  Warbler,  Sylvia  Vigorsii,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  i.  p.  153.     Young.

Wings   of   moderate   length,   with   the   outer   three   quills   almost   equal,   the
first   and   second   longest;   tail   emarginate.   Male   with   the   upper   parts   light
yellowish-green,  inclining  to  olive,   the  rump  brighter;   a  streak  over  the  eye,
the   eyelids,   throat,   breast,   and   sides,   bright   yellow,   with   a   greenish   tinge,
the  rest   of   the  lower  parts   white;   wings  and  tail   blackish-brown;   secondary
coverts  and  first  row  of  small   coverts  largely  tipped  with  dull   white;  prima-

ries  edged  with   whitish,   secondaries   with   brownish-grey;   outer   two  tail-
feathers  with  a  patch  of  white  on  the  inner  web,  near  the  end.  Female  with
the  upper  parts   yellowish-brown,   tinged  with  grey,   the  lower  parts   of   paler
and  duller  tints  than  in  the  male.     Young  similar  to  the  female.

Male,  5,  S.
From   Texas   to   Maine.   Very   abundant.   Resident   in   the   Southern   and

Middle  States.

The   Yellow   Pine.

Pinus  variabilis,  Pursch,  Flor.  Amer.  Sept.,  vol.  ii.  p.  643. — P.  mitis.  Michaux,  Arbr.  Fo-
rest., vol.  i.  p.  52.  pi.  3. — Moncecia  Monadelphia,  Linn. — Conifers,  Juss.

This   species   is   known   by   various   names:  —  Long-leaved   Pine,   Yellow
Pine,   Red  Pine,   and  Pitch  Pine.   It   attains   a   height   of   a   hundred  feet,   and
has  a  diameter  of  four.  The  leaves  are  very  long;  three  in  a  sheath,  and  fas-

ciculate at  the  ends  of  the  branches.  It  is  very  abundant  in  the  Southern
States,  where  it  is  employed  for  various  purposes,  more  especially  for  the  in-
closure   of   cultivated   fields,   and   for   ship-building   and   domestic   architecture.
Most  of  the  tar  of  the  Southern  States  is  obtained  from  this  tree.
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THE     HEMLOCK     WARBLER.

Sylvicola   partis,   Wils.

PLATE   LXXXIIL—  Male   and   Female.

It   is   to  the  persevering  industry  of   Wilson  that   we  are  indebted  for   the
discovery  of   this   bird.   He  has  briefly   described  the  male,   of   which  he  had
obtained   but   a   single   specimen.   Never   having   met   Avith   it   until   I   visited
the   Great   Pine   Forest,   where   that   ardent   ornithologist   found   it,   I   followed
his  track  in  my  rambles  there,  and  had  not  spent  a  week  among  the  gigantic
hemlocks  which  ornament  that  interesting  part  of  our  country,  before  I  pro-

cured upwards  of  twenty  specimens.  I  had  therefore  a  fair  opportunity  of
observing  its  habits,  which  I  shall  now  attempt  to  describe.

The  tallest  of  the  hemlock  pines  are  the  favourite  haunts  of  this  species.
It  appears  first  among  the  highest  branches  early  in  May,  breeds  there,  and
departs   in   the   beginning   of   September.   Like   the   Blue   Yellow-back   War-

bler, its  station  is  ever  amidst  the  thickest  foliage  of  the  trees,  and  with  as
much  agility   as   its   diminutive   relative,   it   seeks   its   food  by   ascending   from
one  branch  to  another,  examining  most  carefully  the  under  parts  of  each  leaf
as   it   proceeds.   Every   insect   that   escapes   is   followed   on   wing,   and   quickly
secured.   It   now   and   then,   as   if   for   variety   or   sport,   makes   a   downward
flight,  alights  on  a  smaller  tree,  surveys  it  for  awhile,  and  again  ascends  to  a
higher  station.  During  the  early  part  of  autumn  it  frequents,  with  its  young,
the  margins  of  rivulets,  where  insects  are  then  more  abundant.

Its  notes  are  sweet  and  mellow,  and  although  not  numerous,  are  easily  dis-
tinguished from  those  of  any  other  Warbler.  Like  a  true  Sylvia,  it  is  often

seen  hanging  at  the  end  of  a  branch,  searching  for  insects.  It  never  alights
on  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  and  in  this  particular  differs  from  every  other  species
of  its  genus.     Its  food  is  altogether  of  insects.

To  the  inimitable  skill   of   the  worthy  Jediah  Irish  in   the  use  of   the  rifle,
I  am  indebted  for  the  possession  of  a  nest  of  this  bird.  On  discovering  one
of  the  birds,  we  together  watched  it  for  hours,  and  at  last  had  the  good  for-

tune to  see  itself  and  its  mate  repeatedly  enter  a  thick  cluster  of  leaves,  where
we  concluded  their   nest   must   be   placed.   The   huntsman's   gun   was   silently
raised  to  his  shoulder,  the  explosion  followed  in  course,  and  as  I  saw  the  twig
whirling   downwards,   I   experienced   all   the   enthusiastic   anxiety   ever   present
with  me  on  such  occasions.      Picking  up  the  branch,   I   found  in  it   a  nest,





THE   PINE   CREEPING   WOOD-  WARBLER.   39

Pine  Warbler,  Sylvia pinus,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  i.  p.  387.
Pine  Creeping  Warbler,  Sylvia  pinus,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  ii.  p.  232.
Vigors's  Warbler,  Sylvia  Vigorsii,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  i.  p.  153.     Young.

Wings   of   moderate   length,   with   the   outer   three   quills   almost   equal,   the
first   and   second   longest;   tail   emarginate.   Male   with   the   upper   parts   light
yellowish-green,  inclining  to  olive,   the  rump  brighter;   a  streak  over  the  eye,
the   eyelids,   throat,   breast,   and   sides,   bright   yellow,   with   a   greenish   tinge,
the  rest   of   the  lower  parts   white;   wings  and  tail   blackish-brown;   secondary
coverts  and  first  row  of  small   coverts  largely  tipped  with  dull   white;  prima-

ries  edged  with   whitish,   secondaries   with   brownish-grey;   outer   two  tail-
feathers  with  a  patch  of  white  on  the  inner  web,  near  the  end.  Female  with
the  upper  parts   yellowish-brown,   tinged  with  grey,   the  lower  parts   of   paler
and  duller  tints  than  in  the  male.     Young  similar  to  the  female.

Male,  5,  S.
From   Texas   to   Maine.   Very   abundant.   Resident   in   the   Southern   and

Middle  States.

The   Yellow   Pine.

Pinus  variabilis,  Pursch,  Flor.  Amer.  Sept.,  vol.  ii.  p.  643. — P.  mitis.  Michaux,  Arbr.  Fo-
rest., vol.  i.  p.  52.  pi.  3. — Moncecia  Monadelphia,  Linn. — Conifers,  Juss.

This   species   is   known   by   various   names:  —  Long-leaved   Pine,   Yellow
Pine,   Red  Pine,   and  Pitch  Pine.   It   attains   a   height   of   a   hundred  feet,   and
has  a  diameter  of  four.  The  leaves  are  very  long;  three  in  a  sheath,  and  fas-

ciculate at  the  ends  of  the  branches.  It  is  very  abundant  in  the  Southern
States,  where  it  is  employed  for  various  purposes,  more  especially  for  the  in-
closure   of   cultivated   fields,   and   for   ship-building   and   domestic   architecture.
Most  of  the  tar  of  the  Southern  States  is  obtained  from  this  tree.



Audubon, John James. 1841. "The Bay-Breasted Wood-Warbler, Sylvicola
castanea, Wils. [Pl. 80]." The birds of America : from drawings made in the United
States and their territories 2, 34–35. https://doi.org/10.5962/p.319193.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/124834
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5962/p.319193
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/319193

Holding Institution 
Smithsonian Libraries and Archives

Sponsored by 
Biodiversity Heritage Library

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: NOT_IN_COPYRIGHT

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 27 April 2024 at 14:13 UTC

https://doi.org/10.5962/p.319193
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/124834
https://doi.org/10.5962/p.319193
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/319193
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

