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Upper   California,   I   have   not   been  able   to   find   the   nest,   which   is   probably-
made   in   low   thickets,   where   it   would   be   consequently   easily   overlooked.
In   the   Rocky   Mountains   they   do   not   probably   breed   before   midsummer,   as
they  are  still   together  in  noisy  quarrelsome  bands  until   the  middle  of   June."

Mr.   Townsend's   notice   respecting   it   is   as   follows:   "This   is   the   Chlow-
ish-pil   of   the   Chinooks.   It   is   numerous   along   the   banks   of   the   Platte,   par-

ticularly in  the  vicinity  of  trees  and  bushes.  It  is  found  also,  though  not  so
abundantly,   across   the   whole   range   of   the   Rocky   Mountains;   and   along   the
banks  of   the  Columbia  to  the  ocean,   it   is   a   very  common  species.   Its   voice
is  much  more  musical  than  is  usual  with  birds  of  its  genus,  and  its  motions
are   remarkably   quick   and   graceful.   Its   flight   is   often   long   sustained,   and
like   the   Common   King   Bird,   with   which   it   associates,   it   is   frequently   seen
to   rest   in   the   air,   maintaining   its   position   for   a   considerable   time.   The
males   are   wonderfully   belligerent,   fighting   almost   constantly,   and   with   great
fury,  and  their  loud  notes  of  anger  and  defiance  remind  one  strongly  of  the
discordant   grating   and   creaking   of   a   rusty   door-hinge.   The   Indians   of   the
Columbia  accuse  them  of  a  propensity  to  destroy  the  young,  and  eat  the  eggs
of  other  birds.

Tyrannus  verticalis,  Say,  Long's  Exped.,  vol.  ii.  p.  60.
Arkansaw  Flycatcher,  Muscicapa  verticalis,  Bonap.  Amer.  Orn.,  vol.  i.  p.  18.
Muscicapa  verticalis,  Bonap.  Syn.,  p.  67.
Arkansaw  Flycatcher,  Muscicapa  verticalis,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  i.  p.  273.
Arkansaw  Flycatcher,  Muscicapa  verticalis,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  iv.  p.  422.

The   outer   five   primaries   much  attenuated   toward   the   end,   the   first   more
so,   the   fifth   least,   the   third   longest,   but   the   outer   four   nearly   equal;   tail
almost   even.   Upper   parts   ash-grey,   the   back   tinged   with   yellow;   a   patch   of
bright   vermilion   on   the   top   of   the   head;   wing-coverts   and   quills   chocolate-
brown;  upper  tail-coverts  and  tail  black,  the  outer  web  of  the  lateral  feathers
yellowish-white;   throat   greyish-white,   sides   and   fore   part   of   neck   ash-grey,
the  rest  of  the  lower  parts  pure  yellow.     Female  similar.

Male,   9,   lo£.
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■^-Muscicapa   dominicensis,   Briss.

PLATE   L  V.—  Male.

Haying  landed  on  one  of   the  Florida  Keys,   I   scarcely   had  time  to   cast   a
glance   over   the   diversified   vegetation   which   presented   itself,   when  I   observ-

ed  a   pair   of   birds   mounting   perpendicularly   in   the   air,   twittering   with   a
shrill   continued   note   new   to   me.   The   country   itself   was   new:   it   was   what
my  mind  had  a  thousand  times  before  conceived  a  tropical   scene  to  be.   As
I   walked  over   many  plants,   curious  and  highly   interesting  to   me,   my  sensa-

tions were  joyous  in  the  highest  degree,  for  I  saw  that  in  a  few  moments  I
should  possess  a  new  subject,   on  which  I   could  look  with  delight,  as  one  of
the   great   Creator's   marvellous   works.

I  was  on  one  of  those  yet  unknown  islets,  which  the  foot  of  man  has  sel-
dom pressed.   A   Flycatcher  unknown  to  me  had  already  presented  itself,

and'the  cooing  of  a  Dove  never  before  heard  came  on  my  ear.  I  felt  some  of
that   pride,   which   doubtless   pervades   the   breast   of   the   discoverer   of   some
hitherto   unknown   land.   Although   desirous   of   obtaining;   the   birds   before
me,   I   had  no   wish   to   shoot   them  at   that   moment.   My  gun  lay   loosely   on
my   arms,   my   eyes   were   rivetted   on   the   Flycatcher,   my   ears   open   to   the
soft  notes  of  the  Dove.  Reader,  such  are  the  moments,  amid  days  of  toil  and
discomfort,   that   compensate   for   every   privation.   It   is   on  such  occasions  that
the   traveller   feels   most   convinced,   that   the   farther   he   proceeds,   the   better
will   be   his   opportunities   of   observing   the   results   of   the   Divine   conception.
What   else,   I   would  ask   of   you,   can  be  more  gratifying  to   the  human  intel-
lect!

Delighted   and   amused,   I   stood   for   awhile   contemplating   the   beautiful
world   that   surrounded   me,   and   from   which   man   would   scarcely   retire   with
willingness,   had   not   the   Almighty   ordained   it   otherwise.   But   action   had
now   to   succeed,   and   I   quickly   procured   some   of   the   Flycatchers.   Their
habits   too,   I   subsequently   studied  for   weeks  in  succession,   and  the  result   of
my  observations  I  now  lay  before  you.

About   the  1st   of   April,   this   species   reaches  the  Florida  Keys,   and  spreads
over  the  whole  of  them,  as  far  as  Cape  Florida,  or  perhaps  somewhat  farther
along   the   eastern   coast   of   the   Peninsula.   It   comes   from   Cuba,   where   the
species   is   said   to   be   rather   abundant,   as   well   as   in   the   other   West   India
Islands.      Its   whole   demeanour   so   much   resembles   that   of   the   Tyrant   Fly-
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catcher,  that  were  it  not  for  its  greater  size,  and  the  difference  of  its  notes,
it  might  be  mistaken  for  that  bird,  as  I  think  it  has  been  on  former  occasions
by   travellers   less   intent   than   I   on   distinguishing   species.   At   the   season
when   I   visited   the   Floridas,   there   was   not   a   Key   ever   so   small   without   at
least  a  pair  of  them.

Their   flight   is   performed  by   a   constant   flutter   of   the   wings,   unless   when
the  bird  is  in  chase,  or  has  been  rendered  shy,  when  it  exhibits  a  power  and
speed   equal   to   those   of   any   other   species   of   the   genus.   During   the   love
season,  the  male  and  female  are  seen  rising  from  a  dry  twig  together,  either
perpendicularly,   or   in   a   spiral   manner,   crossing   each   other   as   they   ascend,
twittering   loudly,   and   conducting   themselves   in   a   manner   much   resembling
that   of   the   Tyrant   Flycatcher.   When   in   pursuit   of   insects,   they   dart   at
them  with   great   velocity.   Should   any   large   bird   pass   near   their   stand,   they
immediately   pursue   it,   sometimes   to   a   considerable   distance.   I   have   seen
them,   after   teasing   a   Heron   or   Fish   Crow,   follow   them   nearly   half   a   mile,
and  return  exulting  to  the  tree  on  which  they  had  previously  been  perched.
Yet   I   frequently   observed   that   the   approach   of   a   White-headed   Pigeon   or
Zenaida   Dove,   never   ruffled   their   temper.   To   the   Grakles   they   were   par-

ticularly hostile,  and  on  all  occasions  drove  them  away  from  their  stand,  or
the   vicinity   of   their   nest,   with   unremitting   perseverance.   The   reason   in
this  case,  and  in  that  of  the  Fish  Crow,  was  obvious,  for  these  birds  sucked
their   eggs   or   destroyed   their   young   whenever   an   opportunity   occurred.
This  was  also  the  case  with  the  Mangrove  Cuckoo.

This   species   is   careless   of   the   approach   of   man,   probably   because   it   is
seldom  disturbed  by  him.  I  have  been  so  near  some  of  them  as  to  see  dis-

tinctly the  colour  of  their  eyes.  No  sooner,  however,  had  it  begun  to  build
its  nest,  than  it  flew  about  me  or  my  companions,  as  if  much  exasperated  at
our  being  near,  frequently  snapping  its  beak  with  force,  and  in  various  ways
loudly   intimating   its   disapprobation   of   our   conduct.   Then,   as   if   we   retired
from  the  neighbourhood  of  its  nest,  it  flew  upwards,  chattering  notes  of  joy.

They  fix  their  nest  somewhat  in  the  manner  of  the  King  Bird,  that  is,   on
horizontal  branches,  or  in  the  large  fork  of  a  mangrove,  or  bush  of  any  other
species,   without   paying   much   attention   to   its   position,   with   respect   to   the
water,   but   with   very   singular   care   to   place   it   on   the   western   side   of   the
tree,   or   of   the   islet.   I   found   it   sometimes   not   more   than   two   feet   above
high   water,   and   at   other   times   twenty.   It   is   composed   externally   of   light
dry  sticks,   internally  of  a  thin  layer  of  slender  grasses  or  fibrous  roots,   and
has   some   resemblance   to   that   of   the   Carolina   Pigeon   in   this   respect   that,
from  beneath,   I   could  easil)T   see  the  eggs  through  it.   These  were  regularly
four  in  all   the  nests  that  I  saw,  of  a  white  colour,  with  man)'  dots  towards







198   SWALLOW-TAILED   FLYCATCHER.

the   grasshoppers,   which   were   now   abundant.   At   this   time   also,   they   were
wholly   silent,   and   flitted   before   our   path   with   suspicion   and   timidity.   A
week  or   two  after,   we   saw  them  no   more,   they   having  retired   probably   to
tropical   winter-quarters.

In  the  month  of   May,   a   pair,   which  I   daily   saw  for   three  or   four  weeks,
had  made  a  nest  on  the  horizontal  branch  of  an  elm,  probably  twelve  or  more
feet   from   the   ground.   I   did   not   examine   it   very   near,   but   it   appeared
externally   composed   of   coarse   dry   grass.   The   female,   when   first   seen,   was
engaged  in   sitting,   and  her   mate  wildly   attacked  every  bird  which  approach-

ed their  residence.  The  harsh  chirping  note  of  the  male,  kept  up  at  inter-
vals, as  remarked  by  Mr.  Sat,  almost  resembled  the  barking  of  the  Prairie

Marmot,   ,tshi   'tsh,   'tsh.   His   flowing   kite-like   tail,   spread   or   contracted   at
will   while   flying,   is   a   singular   trait   in   his   plumage,   and   rendered   him   con-

spicuously beautiful  to  the  most  careless  observer."

Swallow-tailed  Flycatcher,  Muscicapa  forficata,  Bonap.  Amer.  Orn.,  vol.  i.  p.  15.
Muscicapa  forficata,  Syn.,  p.  275.
Swallow-tailed  Flycatcher,  Muscicapa  forficata,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  i.  p.  275.
Swallow-tailed  Flycatcher,  Muscicapa  forficata,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  iv.   p.  426.

Tail   longer  than  the  body;  upper  part  of  the  head,  cheeks,  and  hind  neck
ash-grey;   back   brownish-grey,   rump   dusky;   anterior   wing-coverts   scarlet,
quills   brownish-black,   tail-feathers   deep   black,   the   three   outer   on   each   side
rose-coloured  to  near  the  end;  lower  parts  white  before,  rose-coloured  behind.

Male,   11,   wing  5\.

GExrs   II.—  MUSCICAPA,   Linn.      FLYCATCHER.

Bill   moderate,   or   rather   long,   stout,   straight,   broad  at   the   base,   gradually
compressed  toward  the  end;   upper   mandible   with   the  dorsal   outline  sloping,
the  edges  sharp  and  overlapping,  with  a  very  small  notch  close  to  the  small
deflected  tip;  lower  mandible  with  the  ridge  very  broad  at  the  base,  the  sides
rounded,   the   tip   minute   and   ascending.   Nostrils   basal,   roundish.   Head
rather   large,   depressed;   neck   short;   body   rather   slender.   Feet   short;   tarsus
very  short,   slender,   with  six  very  broad  scutella,   three  of   which  almost  meet
behind;  toes  free,   the  hind  toe  large,   all   scutellate  above;   claws  rather  long,
very   slender,   arched,   finely   pointed.   Plumage   soft   and   blended.   Wings
long,   second  and  third  quills   longest;   outer  primaries  generally   attenuated  at
the  end.     Tail  long,  even,  or  emarginate.
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