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LOUIS  AGASSIZ'S  NUMBERS  FOR  STEAMER  BLAKE

STATIONS  OF  1877-78,  1878-79

Myvanwy  M.  Dick

Abstract.  Correct  Blake  station  numbers  corresponding  to  Roman
numerals  used  by  Louis  Agassiz  for  specimens  collected  by  the  Blake,  1877-
1878,  1878-1879.

Eschmeyer  (1965)  demonstrated  that  frequent  errors  in  locality
data  for  fishes  taken  during  Blake  expeditions,  1877-1879,  have
been  included  in  several  major  published  works  on  fishes  and  in
the  fish  catalogue,  U.  S.  National  Museum.  These  errors  were
caused  by  interpreting  as  station  numbers  Roman  numerals  in-
cluded  with  the  specimens  —  -  numerals  intended  for  other  purposes.
For  example,  Goode  and  Bean  (1896:  296-297)  reported  Cal-
lidnymus  himantophorus  from  Blake  Station  XXX  and  used  data
for  that  station  for  the  station  list.  "XXX,"  however,  is  a  number
applied  to  the  specimen,  apparently  by  L.  Agassiz,  the  correct
station  number  being  274.  Eschmeyer's  account  of  these  errors
and  their  perpetuation  is  excellent  and  correct,  but  as  no  catalogue
relating  Agassiz's  Roman  numeral  designation  to  true  Blake
Station  numbers  was  known  to  exist,  the  resulting  specific  pub-
lished  errors  could  be  corrected  only  with  difficulty  and  in  many
instances  not  at  all.

In  collating  early  papers  and  catalogues  relating  to  the  Fish
Department  of  the  Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology,  a  special
catalogue  of  deep  sea  fish  from  the  Blake  expedition  was  found.
Judging  by  the  handwriting,  this  was  prepared  by  Louis  Agassiz.
This  contains  the  Roman  numerals,  which  had  been  incorrectly
interpreted  as  Blake  Station  numbers,  and  corresponding  Blake
Stations  and  localities.  Each  number  was  apparently  intended  to
apply  to  a  specific  fish.  Occasionally,  in  the  Blake  catalogue  of
1878-1879,  the  same  number  is  given  in  pencil  as  "Duplicate,"
with  a  different  Blake  Station.  Presumably  this  would  indicate
fish  of  the  same  species  but  a  different  locality.  This  presents  the
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possibility  of  questionable  localities  for  specimens  having  just  the
Agassiz  numbers,  such  as  "Agassiz  V,"  which  would  allow  seven
localities  under  "duplicate  Agassiz  V."

In  the  Agassiz  catalogue  of  the  Blake  expedition  of  1877  1878
the  Roman  numeral  is  not  always  accompanied  by  a  Blake  Station
number;  however  a  locality  is  given,  except  in  a  very  few  instances
where  there  are  entries  with  "no  locality."

Several  specimens  from  the  Blake  collections  were  sent  to
Steindachner  in  Vienna  for  examination.  These  were  assigned
numbers  from  the  Agassi/  catalogue  with  their  locality,  but  the
Blake  Station  numbers  were  omitted.  Hence  material  described  by
Dr.  Steindachner  would  have  the  Agassiz  number  and  correct
locality  but  would  not  include  a  Blake  Station  number.

In  general,  however,  Agassiz's  holograph  catalogue  can  be  used
to  relate  his  Roman  numeral  designations  to  Blake  Station  numbers
and  hence  to  the  correct  data  as  published  b\  Pierce  and  Patterson
(  1870),  Agassi/  (1881),  and  Smith  (  I  889).  Agassiz's  catalogue
is  reproduced  below.
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1969 BLAKE  STATION  NUMBERS

CAT.  DEEP  SEA  FISH  BLAKE  EXP.  1878-79

Present
Number
I
II
III
IV

V

VI
VII
VIII

IV dup.

Vdup.
Vdup.
Vdup.
Vdup.
Vdup.
Vdup.
Vdup.

IX

VIII  dup.
VIII  dup.

IX dup.
IX dup.
IX dup.

X
Xdup.

XI
XII
XIII
XIV

XIV  dup.
XIV  dup.
XIV  dup.

XV
XVI
XVII
XVIII

XVIII  dup.
XIX
XX
XXI
XXII
XXIII
XXIV
XXV

Dredge
Number

276
278
230
274
147
240
264
153
222
258
260
150
185
290
148
262
116
290
281
274
275
148
290
297
210
142
248
176
227
285
236
148
281
275
274
274
297
142
167
147
147
191
293

Depth
fms.
94
69

464
209
250
164
416
303
422
159
291
375
333

73
208

92
150
73

288
209
218
208

78
123
191

27
161
391
573
159

1591
208
288
218
209
209
123

27
175
250
250

108 to 250
82.. _

Localities Number of
Specimens

off Barbados
off Barbados
off  St.  Vincent
off Barbados
off St. Kitts
off Grenadines
off Grenada
off Montserrat
off St.  Lucia
off Grenada
off Grenada
off Nevis
off Dominica
off Barbados
off St. Kitts
off Grenada
off Jamaica
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off  St.  Kitts
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Martinique
off Flannegans Passage
off Grenada
off Dominica
off St. Vincent
off Grenada
off Bequia
off St. Kitts
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
Flannegans Passage
off Guadeloupe
off St. Kitts
off St. Kitts
off Dominica
off Barbados
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LII  275  218
Llldup.  275  218
LII  dup.  147  250
Llldup.  281  288

LIU  295  180
LUIdup.  295  180
LUIdup.  281  288
LUIdup.  291  200
LIII  dup.  274  209
LUIdup.  275  218

LIV  283  237
LV  262  92
LVI  231  95
LVII  132  115

LVIIdup.  132  115
LVIII  129  314
LIX  281  288
LX  297  123
LXI  249  262
LXII  274  209
LXIII  274  209

LXIIIdup.  275  218
LXIII  dup.  274  209
LXIIIdup.  172  62  to  108

LXIV  297  123
LXV  297  123

LXV  dup.  297  123
LXVI  235  1507
LXVII  222  422

LXVII  222  422
LXVIII  160  393

LXVIII  dup.  137  625
LXVIII  dup.  151  365

LX1X  161  583
LXX  163  769

LXXdup.  163  769
LXXI  163  769
LXXII  230  464
LXXIII  200  472
LXXIV  295  180

LXXIVdup.  291  200
LXXV  281  288

LXXVdup.  281  288
LXXV  dup.  260  291

LXXVI  265  576
LXXVI  dup.  265  576
LXXVI  dup.  288  399

off Barbados
off Barbados
off St. Kitts
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Grenada
off St. Vincent
off Santa Cruz
off Santa Cruz
off Santa Cruz
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Grenada
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Guadeloupe
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Bequia
off St. Lucia
off St. Lucia
off Guadeloupe
off Santa Cruz
off Nevis
off Guadeloupe
off Guadeloupe
off Guadeloupe
off Guadeloupe
off St.  Vincent
off Martinique
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Barbados
off Grenada
off Grenada
off Grenada
off Barbados

1
2
1
1
2

20
14
3
4
2
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XCII
XCII  dup.
XCII  dup.
XCII  dup.
XCII  dup.
XCII  dup.
XCII  dup.
XCII  dup.
XCII  dup.
XCII  dup.

XCIII
XCIV
xcv
XCVI

XCVI  dup.
XCVI  dup.

XCVII
XCVII  dup.

XCVIII
XCVIII  dup.
XCVIII  dup.
XCVIII  dup.

XCIX
XCIX  dup.

C
CI
CH
cm
civ

CI dup.
CI dup.

CV
CVI
CVII
CVIII
CIX
ex
CXI
CXII
CXIII
CXIV
cxv
CXVI
CXVII
CXVIII
CXIX
exx
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P rescn I
Number
ecu
CCill
CCIV
ccv
CCVI

CCV11

Dredge  Depth  Localities  V  'umber  of
Number  jms.  Specimens

37  W  of  Tortugas
118  off  Alligator  Reef

31  1920  hit.  24  33'  Ion.  84  23'
43  339  lat.  24°08'lon.  82  51'
35  804  lat.  23  54-46"

Ion. 88°58'
37  35  4  miles  w.  of  whale  rock

w.  of  Alacran  Reels
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CCXLV
CCXLVI
CCXLVII
CCXLVIII
CCXLIX
CCL
CCLI
CCLII
CCLIII
CCLIV
CCLV
CCLVI
CCLVII
CCLVIII
CCLIX
CCLX
CCLXI
CCLXII
CCLXIII
CCLXIV
CCLXV
CCLXVI
CCLXV1I
CCLXVIII
CCLXIX
CCLXX
CCLXXI
CCLXXII
CCLXXIII
CCLXXIV
CCLXXV
CCLXXVI
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