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MY  PAL  STEWART  PYPER

MEMORIES  OF  A  FRIENDSHIP

by  Mike  Curzon

I  first  met  Stewart  in  the  early  1970s  at  a  talk  given  by  George  Anderdon
to  Frome  Cage  Bird  Society.  It  was  the  beginning  of  a  firm  friendship  which,
sadly,  ended  with  Stewart’s  death  in  October.

In  the  early  days  of  our  friendship,  Stewart  came  to  Rode  Tropical  Bird
Garden  every  Saturday  after  shopping  with  his  mother.  He  would  pick¬
up  day-old  chicks  and  bananas  (always  on  the  look-out  for  a  bargain  was
Stewart)  and  any  snippets  of  news  and  gossip  -  or,  better  still,  scandal.  He
then  began  coming  on  the  occasional  zoo  visit  with  me,  when  I  went  to
collect  or  deliver  birds.  Also,  we  used  to  go,  together  with  Martin  Greene,  to
the  Avicultural  Society  talks  and  wine  and  cheese  evenings  at  the  Linnaean
Society  in  London.  It  was  great  to  travel  there  with  Stewart,  because  he
knew  his  way  around  London  -  in  fact  he  always  seemed  to  know  his  was
around  everywhere.  Stewart  must  surely  have  been  the  prototype  for  the
first  satnav.  Whenever  we  went  anywhere  together,  such  as  to  an  Avicultural
Society  day  out,  he  always  knew  unerringly  which  road  to  take  and  invariably
we  arrived  half-an-hour  early,  as  Stewart  liked  to  ensure  that  we  had  time

for  coffee  and  biscuits  before  the  meeting  began.
On  the  society’s  European  trips,  Stewart  always  kept  everyone  together,

apart  from  Colin  Jackson,  who  he  used  to  give  up  on  about  halfway  around.
Without  Stewart,  I  doubt  that  Colin  will  make  it  past  the  first  aviary.  I  used

to  call  Stewart,  Shep,  because  of  his  sheepdog-like  efforts  to  keep  us  all
together.  I  miss  being  able  to  phone  Stewart  and  bounce  ideas  off  him,  and
miss  his  calls  to  me  asking  what  I  thought  about  various  things.  I  also  miss
his  evening  visits  after  he  had  been  to  his  Uncle  John’s  for  dinner  and  then
came  around  to  us  for  cheese  and  biscuits  -  always  complaining  if  there  were

no  digestive  biscuits.  Then  we  would  share  a  glass  of  red  wine  or  port  before
he  dashed  back  home  to  Nunney.  I  will  really  miss  my  pal  Stewart.

WE  WILL  MISS  HIS  LAUGTHER

Stewart  was  a  well-known  and  popular  figure  at  The  Bear  Inn  at
Holwell.  He  supported  a  number  of  charities  and  among  his  many  loves
was  real  ale  and  the  pub  provided  two  barrels  of  Funky  Monkey,  one  of
Stewart’s  favourites,  for  a  “farewell  party.”  For  every  pint  sold,  £1  (approx.
US$1.50)  was  donated  to  the  Church  Roof  Fund.  This  raised  £150  (approx.
US$225).
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