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TAB.: X1

DrnELPHIS . SCLUR.E A

PHE SQUIRREL OPOSSUM.

DO OOOr S

CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Folliculus abdominalis mammarum.

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Didelphis hypochondriis prolixis volitans, {fupra cana,
fubtus nivea, cauda villofiffima prehenfili, apicem
verfus nigra.

B ab al ol oF oIV JW  oF o ol o o8 B o5 oF o oo ot ol

GENERIC CHARACTER.

An abdominal pouch or follicle in which the mammze are
fituated, and which ferves as a temporary refidence
for the young. ‘
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SPECIFIC CHARACTER.

Grey Opofflum, fnow-white beneath, with lateral flying
membrane and extremely villous prehenfile tail, black
towards the extremity.

IN its general afpect this animal has fo much the
appearance of a {quirrel, that on a curfory view it might
readily pafs for fuch. A more exact infpection into its
charatters will however evince it to be a genuine
Opofflum. Its fize is nearly that of a common {quirrel,
but on account of the fulnefs and particular growth of
the fur (which, like that of the LLemur, grows in a fub-
eret manner), it appears fomewhat larger. Its general
colour is exactly that of the Sciurus cinereus or American
Grey Squirrel. A black {tripe pafles over each eye along
the top of the head: under each ear 1s a black patch
{furrounded with white; the hair on the white part
having a more {oft or flocculent appearance than the
black. The tail (which is prehenfile) is of the fame
colour with the body for about half 1ts length, the re-
mainder being black. It is very full of hair, and tapers
a little towards the extremity, but without any acute
termination. The eyes are black, round, and full. The
ears round, thortifh, and very thin. The whole under
fide of the animal is milk-white. The upper parts of
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the feet are alfo white, and the edge of the lateral or
flying membrane, which extends from the fore feet to
the hind, is edged with a blackifh border as in the flying
{quirrels. The abdominal pouch is of confiderable fize,
and is fituated, as in other opoflums, on the lower part
of the abdomen. The hind feet are furnithed with a
rounded, unarmed, or mutic thumb. Nothing can ex-
ceed the foftnefs and delicacy of this animal’s fur, which
is, if poflible, ftill finer than that of the Petaurus of New
Holland defcribed in the Naturalift’s Mifcellany, and to
which indeed, though very greatly inferior in fize, as
well as widely differing in colour, it bears a firiking
affinity. 1 muit alfo add, that I have great reafon for
fuppofing the Petaurus to be furnifhed with an abdomi-
nal pouch ; a particular which I have not yet been able
to afcertain ; no living {pecimens having been yet im-
ported. The Opoffum now defcribed 1s a nocturnal
animal, and continues torpid during the greateft part of
the day, but during the night is full of activity. In this,
as well as in other Auftralian Didelphides, the two toes
on the hind feet neareft the thumb or rounded one, are
connate, or both conjoined under one common {Kin.
The plate reprefents it nearly in its natural fize.
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