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The   mineral   Spodumene   is   one   of   rather   scanty   occurrence,   in
regard   both   to   abundance   and   to   the   number   of   its   known
localities.   In   Europe,   it   has   been   reported   from   only   a   half-
dozen   places   in   Scotland,   Ireland,   Sweden   and   the   Tyrol  ;   in
this   country,   in   only   four   localities   outside   of   Massachusetts   ;
but,   in   the   eastern   part   of   that   State,   it   occurs   at   Sterling,   and
in   crystals   of   remarkable   size   and   perfection,   at   six   localities,
within   Hampshire   County   in   the   western   part.   Here,   as   usual,
it   was   found   in   coarse   granite   veins  —  huge   lenticular   masses   of
that   rock,   with   sometimes   great   extension   but   little   thickness  —
succeeding   each   other   at   intervals   of   several   miles,   along   the
strike   and   enclosed   between   the   highly-tilted   beds   of   the   stratum
of   Staurolitic   mica-schist.   This   is   one   of   the   lowest   members   of

the   group   of   crystalline   schists   of   that   region,   consisting   in   de-
scending order  of  the  following  series  :

1  —  Chloritic,   Hornblende,   and   Talc   Schists,   enclosing   layer-
veins   of   Magnetite.   Rhodonite,   Entile,   Zoisite,   Emery   (at
Chester),   Margarite,   Diaspore,   etc.

2  —  Micaceous   grits,   often   slaty,   fine-grained,   siliceous,   and
arenaceous,   with   quartz-veins,   mostly   barren   of   minerals.

3  —  Ottrelitic   Clay-slate,   the   well-known   Phyllite   of   western
Massachusetts   :   frequently   intersected   by   heavy   veins   of   milky-
white   quartz,   of   which   the   smaller   sometimes   carry   blue   Kyanite,
Graphite,   Cummingtonite,   etc.

4  —  Staurolitic   Mica-schist,   rich   in   Garnets   and   more   rarely
Kyanite   :   everywhere   marked   by   the   intercalated   layer-veins   of
coarse   Orthoclase-granite.   with   Beryl.   Several   of   these   embrace
secondary   veins   of   albitic   granite,   containing   a   large   variety   of
interesting   minerals   afterwards   enumerated.

5  —  Granitoid   gneiss,   generally   in   heavy-bedded,   coarse   masses,
rich   in   Orthoclase.
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Localities   of   Occurrence.  —  The   localities   at   which   Spodumene
hits   been   found   are   as   follows:   All   these   veins,   except   II,   were
originally   opened   by   E.   Emmons,   C.   U.   Sheparcl,   and   E.   Hitch-

cock, many  years  ago.
I  —  In   the   northern   part   of   the   town   of   Goshen,   on   the

Manning   farm,   over   two   miles   north   of   the   village   of   Goshen
Center,   on   the   road   to   Ashfield.

II  —  In   the   town   of   Goshen,   on   the   farm   of   Levi   Barrus,
about   one   mile   west   of   the   preceding   locality.

Ill  —  In   the   northwest   corner   of   the   town   of   Chesterfield,   and
two   miles   southeast   of   the   village   of   East   Cummington,   at   a
granite   ledge   on   the   farm   of   A.   Macomber.   This   small   vein   I
first   opened   in   the   year   1870.

IV  —  At   the   village   of   Chesterfield   Hollow,   about   two   miles
south   of   the   last   locality,   in   a   ledge   above   the   village,   called
"   Isinglass   Bock."

V  —  Four   miles   further   south,   in   the   town   of   Huntington
(formerly   Norwich),   on   Walnut   Hill,   in   the   vein   celebrated   for
its   remarkable   crystals   of   Spodumene.

VI  —  In   the   town   of   Chester,   about   one   mile   north   of   Chester
Village.

In   the   first   locality   mentioned,   in   the   town   of   Goshen,   the   vein
is   not   visible   in   place,   but   many   large   angular   fragments   and
boulders,   on   the   south-eastern   slope   of   a   low   hill,   indicate   its
close   vicinity.   The   Spodumene   here   occurs   in   irregular   and
imperfect   bladed   crystals,   sometimes   two   inches   in   diameter,
and   is   much   stained   by   films   of   Pyrolusite   derived   from   the   de-

composition of  the  Garnet.  With  a  little  search,  individuals
Avere   readily   found   in   a   partially   altered   condition,   which   had
assumed   a   micaceous   and   radiated   structure,   and   consisted   of   a
soft   and   yellowish   form   of   impure   Cymatolite.

In   the   second   of   the   Goshen   localities   referred   to,   on   the
Barrus   farm,   a   heavy   and   coarse   granite   vein,   accompanied   in
places   with   a   contiguous   vein   of   reddish-white   quartz   of   corres-

ponding size,  forms  the  western  wall  of  a  low  and  somewhat
marshy   valley,   thickly   strewn   with   large   and   but   little   rounded
granite   boulders.   In   the   visible   portion   of   the   vein,   the   only
mineral   of   interest   is   Beryl,   occurring   in   small   and   scattered
green   crystals.      But,   in   the   boulders,   Spodumene   has   been   of
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