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Character  Genericus.

Scuta  abdominalia.

Squat  nee  fubcau  dales.

Lin,  Syji.  Nat.  p.  275.

Character  Specificus.

COLUBER  fufeo-fiavefeens,  maculis  dorfalibus

ovato-acuminatis  nigricantibus  albo  margina™

tis,  lateralibus  minoribus  ovatis.

Scuta  abdominalia  168.  Squama  fubcaudales  59,

Longus  eft  quafi  quatuor  pedes  ferpens  quern  de-

feribere  in  animo  eft.  Capitis  largiufculi  pars  fu-

perior  fquamis  parvulis  contegitur.  Nafus  obtufus.

Riftus  oris  amplus.  Tela  magna,  et  (quod  variis

ferpentibus  venenatis  contingit),  duplicia;  minus

nempe  in  utraque  maxilla  adjacet  majori.  Color

eleganter  fufeo-flavefeit,  duefta  per  totam  dorfi  Ion-
o-itudinem  macularum  fufearum,  rhombiformium,

feu  potius  ovatarum  ferie  continua,  auarum  medium

pallet,  margiries  albent;  quteque  aliquibus  in  locis

confluunt,  ut  cernere  eft  in  tabula,  Utrinque  in'late-

ribus  litre  funt  macula;  ovatte,  fufeae,  minores  iis

qua;



qua:  in  tergo  funt;  et  practerea  tranfverfim  fpargun-

tur  alia:  vel  his  minores.  Corpus  inferius  albet,

fcutorum  feu  lamellarum  multarum  marginibus  no-

tas  aliquot  fufcas  habentibus.

Speciem  hanc  primus  defcripfit  Dominus  Ruffel-

ius,  libri  audlor  de  Serpentibus  Indicis,  quique  fpe-

cimine  quod  depinximus  Mufeum  Britannicum  di-

tavit.  Narrat  RuiTelius  in  India  non  rarius  reperiri

hunc  ferpentem  quam  ipfe  Coluber  Naja  eique  vix

et  ne  vix  cederetelo  venenato:  fuis  cnimexperimen-

tis  probavit  virdo'&us,  horae  momento  port  morfum

tricies  et  fex  elapfo,  interiiffe  pullos  gailinaceos;

ipfum  autem  canem,  exadto  fere  femihorse  fpatio.







THE

RUSSELIAN  SNAKE,
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Generic  Character.

Tran  Tver  fe  Lamella  under  the  abdomen.

Broad  alternate  Scales  under  the  tail.

Specific  Character,  &c.

Brownilh-yellow  SNAKE,  with  acutely-ovate

blackifh  dorfal  fpots  edged  with  white,  and

fmaller  ovate  lateral  ones;

Abdominal  lamella  168.  Subcaudal  j'cales  gg.

Katuka  Rekula  Poda.

Ruffe/’s  Indian  Serpents,  p.  10.  pi.  7.

The  length  of  this  remarkable  fnake  is  about  four

feet:  the  head  is  rather  large,  and  covered  on  its

upper  part  with  final  1  feales  :  the  fnout  o'otufe  :  the

mouth  wide:  the  fangs  large,  and,  (as  in  feveral

other  poifonous  ferpents),  double;  a  fmaller  fang

being  fituated  clofe  to  the  larger  one  on  each  tide.

The  color  of  the  animal  is  an  elegant  pale  yellowilh

brown,  marked  throughout  the  whole  length  or  the

back  with  a  continued  chain  or  feries  of  large  rhom¬

boid,  or  rather  oval  fpots  of  deep  brown,  with  pa¬
ler



ler  middles,  and  narrow  white  edges  :  in  fome  parts

thefe  fpots  are  nearly  confluent,  as  fhewn  in  the

figure:  on  each  fide  of  the  body  is  a  row  of  brown

oval  fpots,  fmaller  than  thofe  on  the  back  ;  and  be-

fldes  thefe  a  few  fill  fmaller  tranfverfe  marks  are

fcattered  here  and  there  on  the  fidcs  :  the  under  part

of  the  body  is  white,  with  a  few  dufky  fpots.

This  fpecies  appears  to  have  been  firfl;  deferibed

by  Dr.  Patrick  Rufiel,  who  prefented  the  elegant

fpecimen  here  figured  to  the  Britifh  Mufeum.  Dr.

Rufiel,  in  his  work  on  Indian  Serpents,  informs  us
that  it  is  fcarce  lefs  common  in  India  than  the  Co¬

luber  Naja  or  Cobra  de  Capcllo;  and  that  its  poifon

is  nearly  as  deleterious.  Its  bite,  according  to  Dr.

Ruflel’s  experiments,  proved  fatal  to  chickens  in

thirty-fix  feconds,  and  to  a  dog  in  twenty-fix  mi¬
nutes.
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