LOPHIUS HISTRIO.
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CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Caput (corpufque plerifque) depreflum;
Dentes plurimi, acutl.

Oculi verticales.

Corpus {quamis nudum, informe.

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, S,

LLOPHIUS fubflavefcens, corpore compreflo tu-

mido, maculis irregularibus nigricantibus

variato.

LOPHIUS HISTRIO.
Lin. Sy, Nat. p. 403.
Bloch. ichth. t. 111.

g

Ob formam quam fortitus eft fingularem et inufi-
tatam, putemus potius hunc pifcem monftrum quod-
dam feu pictoris lufum quam ipfius naturz artifi-
cium. Maris Americani Auftralis incolaeft et prope
oras Brafilienfes plerumque confpicitur. Peculiare
quiddam et infolitum eft in tuberibus illis elongatis
quz ex capite excrefcunt, nec fatis adhuc patet cui-

nam ufui inferviant. Pinn# anteriores, pedibus
K fimillima,



fimillimz, inutiles feruntur ad progrediendum. Ni
fallor tamen, auctor cujuldam operis icthyologici,
(Dominus Renard?) fe vidiffe Lophium afferit, qui
ex aqua captus per tres dies fervaretur, circa domum
more canis ambulantem. Raro pede longior eft, et
longe minora funt {pecimina, quotquot vidi, in Eu-
ropam advecta. Color fufco-flavefcens, fubtus pal-
lidior, totumque corpus maculis plurimis fufco-ni-
gricantibus indifcriminatim notatum, Pradando
vitam fuftentat Lophius Hiftrio.









THE

HARLEQUIN LOPHIUS.
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GENERIC CHARACTER.

Head (and body in moft {pecies) deprefled.
Eyes vertical.

Teeth numerous, minute, fharp.
Body deftitute of {cales.
Shape uncouth.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER, &2.

YELLOWISH LOPHIUS, with comprefled tu-

mid body, variegated with irregular blackith
{pots.

The SPOTTED FROG-FISH.
The HARLEQUIN FROG-FISH.

The fhape of this animal is fo highly fingular as
to refemble at firft view fome fanciful producion
of the pencil rather than any real exiftence. It isa
native of the South-American ocean, and is chiefly
found near the coafts of Brafil. ‘The lengthened
proceffes on the head are of a very peculiar and un-
ufual ftructure, and their ufe is not perfectly clear.

The



The anterior fins bear a ftrong general refemblance
to a pair of feet: yet it is faid the animal has not
the power of ufing them as fuch. If, however, I
am not miftaken, a certain author, (Monf. Renard ?)
in his Hiftory of Fifh, declares that he faw an in-
ftance of a fifth o” this fpecies being kept for three
days out of the water, and walking about the houfe
in the manner of a dog. Its fize is not large, very
rarely exteeding the length of a foot; and the fpe-
cimens feen in our mufeums are in general far fmal<
ler. The color is a yellowith brown, paler beneath,
and the whole body is covered with numerous irre-
gular blackith-brown marks or fpots. It is a fith of
a predacious nature.
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