
LACERTA  SCINCOIDES.

Character  Generic  us.

Corpus  tetrapodum,  caudatum,  nudum.

Lin.  Syft.  Nut.  p.  359.

Character  Specificus,  &c.

LACERTA  fquamis  rotundatis,  cauda  tcreti  mc-

diocri,  pedibus  brcvibus,  digitis  breviftimis.

Longitudo  fefquipedalis.  Color  grifeus,  laieribus

fufco  inquinatis.  Caput  fcutis  largioribus

angulatis  teclum.  Crura  brcvia.  Pedes  bre-

vijjimi,  unguibus  brcvibus.  Lingua  lata,  ro-

tundata  ,  nec  forf.cata.

Lacertarum  nonnullae  funt  fpecies  quae  ab  aliis

fui  generis  difcrepant,  eo  quod,  pifcium  more,

fquamis  magnis  et  rotundatis  conteftae  ftnt.  In  ha-

rum  numero  eft  Lacerta  Scincus  Linnaei,  quae  olim

in  materia  medica  ufurpari  folita  eft,  et  communiter

nomine  Scinci  cognofcitur.  Alia  fpecies  eft  a  Lin-

naeo  non  nominata  (nil!  forte  Linnasi  aurata  eadem

lit)  fed  cujus  meminerunt  Sloane  et  Browne  in  hif-

toria  fua  infulae  Jamaica;,  defcripferuntque  nomine
S  Galli-



Calliwa/p  .  Tertia  eft  lacerta  maritima  maxima,

quam  reprafentat  figura  quarta  tabulae  centefima

quinta  Seba  thefauri  volumine  fecundo.  Ad  hujus

lacerta  fimilitudinem  tam  prope  accedit  hac  nof-

tra,  ut  dubitari  jure  pofTit  an  revera  lit  diverfa,  an

potius  pro  varietatc  tantum  reputanda.  Caudam
*

tamen  paulo  breviorem  habet  quam  ilia  de  qua  jam

diximus.  Lingua  non,  ut  in  plerifque,  bifurca,  fed

rotundata,  brevis,  et  lata.  Dentes  modici,  paulu-

lum  obtufi  brevelque.  Color  eft  pallidc  fufco-fla-

vcfcens;  collo  utrinque  adjicitur  macula  longa,

fufca  feu  potius  nigricans.  Eodem  quoque  colore

tinguntur  latera,  qui  tamen  in  cauda  eft  faturatior.

In  fpccimine  multo  juniore  cauda  virgis  numcrofis

fufcis  pene  nigricantibus  tranfverfe  fafciata  eft.  In

quibufdam  quoque  fpeciminibus  apici  cauda;  addita

eft  appendix,  cauda;  altcri  non  abfimilis,  quam  ar-

bitrantur  nonnulli  fc&us  differentiam  iadicarc,  et

mari  efie  peculiarem.  Longe  tamen  verifimilius

exiftimo  aliud  nihil  efle  hanc  appendicem  prater

cauda  olim  mutilata  et  dein  redintegrata  fortuitam
et  adventitiam  divaricationem.  Lacertarum  enim

caudas  vi  aliqua  lafas  et  abruptas  repullulare  pofle,

ab  experimentis  fcriptifque  phyficorum  certiffime

probatum  eft.  Auftralaliam  incolit  lacerta  fein-

coides,  et  plerumque  longitudine  eft  prope  fefqui  T
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THE

SCINCOID  LIZARD,

t

Generic  Character.

Body  four-footed,  tailed,  naked.

Specific  Character.

LIZARD  with  rounded  fcales,  lliort  legs  and

extremely  Ihort  toes.

There  are  fome  fpecies  of  Lizards  which  differ

from  the  reft  of  the  tribe  in  being  covered  with

large  rounded  fcales,  refembling  thofe  of  fifhes.
One  of  thefe  is  the  Lacerta  Scincus  of  Linnaeus,  or

the  animal  formerly  ufed  in  the  materia  medica,

and  called  the  Scink.  Another  is  a  fpccies  not

mentioned  by  Linnaeus,  but  defcribed  by  Sloane

and  Browne  in  their  refpctffive  hiftories  of  Jamaica

by  the  name  of  Galliwa/p.  A  third  is  the  Lacerta

maritima  maxima  of  Seba,  which  is  figured  in  the

fecond  volume  of  his  Thefaurus  rerum  naturalium

at  plate  105,  fig.  4.  It  is  to  this  laft  that  the  fpe¬

cies  here  represented  bears  the  greateft  affinity:  in¬

deed  fo  great  as  ftarcely  to  juftify  our  regarding  it

as  a  diftinft  fpecies:  the  tail  however  is  fomewhat

lhorter  than  in  Seba’s  animal.  The  tongue  is  not

forked.

•V



forked,  as  in  the  generality  of  lizards,  but  is  broad,

flat,  and  rounded.  The  teeth  rather  fmall  than

large,  fomewhat  obtufe,  and  fhort.  The  colour  of

the  animal  is  a  pale  yellowifh  brown,  with  a  long

patch  or  mark  of  very  deep  brown  or  blackifh  on

each  fide  the  neck*  The  fides  are  alfo  tinged  with

the  fame  colour,  and  the  tail  more  deeply  fo  than

the  fides.  In  a  much  fmaller  fpecimen  of  the  fame

animal  the  tail  had  the  appearance  of  being  fafciated

with  a  number  of  tranfverfe  bars  of  deep  brown.

In  fome  fpecimens  the  tail,  towards  the  end,  is  fur¬

nished  with  a  fort  of  procefs  or  appendage,  refem-

bling  a  Secondary  tail,  as  it  were,  and  it  has  been

imagined  that  this  might  be  a  fexual  diftindlion;

and  perhaps  peculiar  to  the  male:  but  it  feems  infi¬

nitely  more  probable  that  fuch  an  appearance  is

owing  to  mere  accident;  it  being  a  well-known

fadt  that  the  tails  of  lizards,  when  injured,  or  mu¬

tilated  by  accidental  violence,  frequently  reproduce

in  different  directions;  of  which  numerous  exam¬

ples  may  be  feen  in  the  w  r  orks  of  natural  hiftorians.

The  Scincoid  Lizard  is  a  native  of  New  Holland,

and  is  commonly  about  eighteen  inches  in  length.
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