
VENUS  DIONE.

Character  Genericus.

Animal  Tethys.

Tcjla  bivalvis  aequivalvis,  altero  latere  complanato
et  velut  duplicate).

Cardo  dentibus  tribus:  omnibus  approximate;
lateralibus  apice  divergentibus.

Character  Specificus  ,  &c.

VENUS  SUBCORDATA,  latere  complanato  fe-
rie  duplici  fpinarum  curvarum  ciliato.

PECTUNCULUS  RUBER,  falciis  acutis  et  ex

altera  parte  muricatis  exafperatus.

Lijl.  Conch,  t.  307.  p.  140.

CONCHA  BRASILIANA  CUSPIDATA.

Bonanni  Muf.  Kirch.  Cl.  2.
n.  121.  p.  448.

CONCHA  VENERIS  ARMATA.

Jacobaws  in  Muf.  Reg.  Dan.

PECTUNCULUS  VENEREUS.

Pet.  gazopb.  t.  31.  fig.  g.

CONCHA  EC  HI  NAT  A.

Valent.  Muf.  Mufeor.  t.  35,  n.  1  g.

CONCHA  VENERIS  occidentalis  cum  fpinis.
D’Argenville.  t.  21.  f.  1.

Concham  raram  et  elegantem  oftendit  tabula,  qua

nihil  injuriarum  palTa  vix  pretiofiorem  continct  ho-

di  exnorum



diernorum  mufeorum  fcrinia.  At  dificillimum  eft

fpecimina  nancifci  integra  et  illaefa,  ea  prsecipue

quas  ad  plenam  magnitudinem  pervenerint.

Venerem  Dionem,  quam  gcnerant  maria  Ameri¬

cana,  primus  defcripfit  et  depinxit  Bonannus  ?  Co¬

lor  illi  generalis  eft  leviffime  incarnatus,  feu  fere

albidus;  valvula  utraque  zonis  plurimis  levatis  et

conccntrlcis  extrinfecus  notata.  Pars  pofterior  feu

complanata  in  variis  fpeciminibus  plus  minus  eft

purpurea,  et  fpinarum  curvarum  utrinque  fcrie  la-

terali  ciliata;  unde  fit,  ut  fi  e  tranfverfo  teftam  in-

tuearis,  non  longe  oculo  abfimilis  videatur,  vel  etiam

ori  ringenti  quadrupedis.  Cum  fpecies  numero-

lifiimas  contineat  genus,  multifque  egregium  fit

dqcus,  nomen  ideo  ei  datum  eft  quod  pu.chritudi-
nem  denotet.

Venerem  feu  Dionem  e  mari  anadyomenen  toties

celebrarunt  poetas,  ut  fupervacaneum  forfan  habca-

tur  de  re  notiffima  quicquam  dicere.  Bcllum  tamen

Aufonii  epigramma  liceat  citare.

“  Emerfam  pclagi  nuper  genialibus  undis
Cyprin  Ape  lie  i  cerne  laboris  opus.

Ut  complexa  inanu  madidos  falis  xquore  crines
Humidulis  fpumas  flringit  utraque  comis

Jam  tibi  nos  Cypri,  Juno  inquit  et  innuba  Pallas
Ccdimus,  et  fornix  prxmia  deferimus.”

At  vel  Aufonio  felicius  cecinit  celeberrimus  Dar¬

win,  in  eximio  poemate  cui  titulus  Hortus  Bota-

nicus,  cujus  verfus  in  linguam  Latinam  eleganter

adeo  tranftulit  eruditus  quidam  amicus,  ut  fi  quod

ille
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illc  fcripfit  in  fcriniis  incditum  fervent,  perfualiffi-

mum  habeam  me  a  publica  deledtatione  detradlurum.

Addidi  et  egomet  ardttiorem,  humiliorem,  et

quali  centonicam  imitationem.

“  Sic  primtim  vitreum  fugicns  Erycina  profundum,
Nereidumque  domos,  patrio  jam  debita  cxlo,
Surgit  ad  xthereum  folem  pulchcrrima  rerum,
Cxruleis  emerfa  vadis  :  rutilantc  fedentem
Hanc  concha  manibus  tollunt  fubmifle  iphiantes

Semiviri,  vifufqtie  avidos  pafcuntur  amore.
At  leve  fubridens  falfam  dea  crine  foluto

Humorem,  liquidas  et  gemmas  exprimit;  illx
Defiliunt  niveis  finuofo  tramitc  mammis
Protinus,  et  placide  lambunt  juvenilia  membra.
Prxfentis  valet  interea  vis  vivid  a  formx.

Sternitur  attonitum  pacatis  fludtibus  xquor
Immenfum,  vix  jamqtie  tremit,  metuitque  moveri.
Mollius  afpirant  zephyri,  fimul  xthera  llillant
Ambrofiam,  et  toto  nova  regnat  in  orbe  voluptas.”

IMITATIO  CENTONICA.

Sic  alto  enata  oceano,  fi  credere  fas  fit,
Alma  Venus  quondam  pelagi  gratiflima  nymphis,
Mufcofos  inter  fcopulos  cautefque  profundas
Lufit  amabiliter  ;  vitreifque  fedilibus  hxrens
Dulcia  fubridens  immifeuit  ofcula  verbis,
Et  finxit  vultum,  et  meruit  formofa  videri:

Jam  teneros  experta  jocos,  nec  egena  leporum.
At  mox  tota  merum  fal,  plena  ct  lulgida  forma,
Tritonum  manibus  folio  fubvefta  virenti
Sedibus  ex  imis,  pacato  in  marmore  ponti
Inftitit,  attonitas  defpedtans  defuper  undas  :
Qualis  ubi  e  cxlo  radiis  argenteus  almis

Lucifer



JLucifer  aflurgit,  ridentemque  undique  terram
Vivificat,  piftos  revocans  ad  gaudia  campos.
Ut  rofeis  csepit  digitis  ficcare  capillos,
Per  caput  errantes  gutta?  et  per  eburnea  colla
Suave  micant;  dein  tcrga  petunt,  humerofque  latufqi
Pe&oraque,  et  falfis  ftellantes  roribus  artus.
Continuo  natura  Deam  mirata  falutat,
Et  manifefta  Venus  cado  terrifque  renidet.
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VENUS  DIONE,

OR  THE

OCCIDENTAL  VENUS-SHELL.

Generic  Character.

Animal  refembling  a  Tethys.

Shell  bivalve  \  Valves  fimilar,  flattened  on  one  fide

and  furnifhed  with  a  duplicature.

Hinge  confifling  of  three  teeth,  approximated,

the  outer  ones  diverging.

Specific  Character,  Uc.

SUBCORDATED  VENUS,  with  a  double  row

of  incurvated  fpines  on  the  flat  fide.

THE  OCCIDENTAL  VENUS-SHELL.

CONQUE  DE  VENUS  occidentale.

Encyclop.  Recueil  de  planches,  tom.  6.

t.  73.  fig.  6  .

CONQUE  DE  VENUS  a  pointes.

Fav.  D'Herbigny  Dift.  vol.  1.  p.  262.

The  VENUS  SHELL  or  CONCHA  VENE¬

RIS.

Hill's  Hijl.  of  Animals,  p.  158.

The  rare  and  curious  fhell  reprefented  on  the

prefent  plate  is  numbered  among!!  the  moft  valuable
articles



articles  of  the  conchyliological  Cabinet,  and  is  in¬

deed  conlidered,  when  in  its  complete  and  unble-

mifhed  ftate,  as  one  of  the  cimelia  of  modern  mu-

feurns.  It  is,  however,  not  often  that  fpecimens
can  be  obtained  which  have  not  fuffered  fome  acci¬

dental  injuries,  efpecially  thofe  which  have  attained
their  full  fize.  The  Venus  Dionc  is  a  native  of

the  American  feas,  and  was  firft  defcribcd  and  fi¬

gured  by  Bonanni  ?  Its  general  colour  is  a  very  pale

or  whitifh  pink;  each  valve  is  marked  externally

by  a  great  number  of  fharpened  concentric  zones  or

prominent  ribs:  the  hinder  or  Rattened  part  is  of  a

purple  tinge,  more  or  lefs  deep  in  different  indivi¬

duals,  and  is  ciliated  on  each  fide  with  a  row  of

curved  fpincs,  fo  as  to  give  the  lliell,  when  viewed

in  a  tranfverfe  direction,  an  appearance  not  ill  re-

fembling  that  of  an  eye,  or  even  of  the  ringent

mouth  of  a  quadruped.

As  the  genus  to  which  it  belongs  is  extremely

extenfive,  and  contains  feveral  fpecies  of  uncommon

beauty,  it  has  therefore  received  a  name  appropri¬

ated  to  the  elegance  of  its  form.

The  birth  of  the  younger  Dione  or  Venus  from

the  fea  has  fo  often  been  commemorated  by  the

poets  of  antiquity,  that  it  would  be  luperfluous  to

relate  what  muft  be  univerfally  known.  It  may  be

fufficient  therefore  to  quote  on  this  fubjeCt  the  ele¬

gant  epigram  of  Aulonius  on  the  celebrated  picture

of  Venus  anadyomene  by  the  hand  of  Apelles.

“  Emerfam  pelagi  nuper  genialibus  undis
Cyprin,  Apellei  cerne  laboris  opus.

Ut



Ut  complexa  manu  madidos  falis  xquore  crines
Humidulis  fpumas  ftringit  utraque  comis

Jam  tibi  nos  Cypri,  Juno  inquit  et  innuba  Pallas
Cedimus,  et  formas  premia  defer  imus.”

Form’d  in  bold  fancy  by  Apelles’  hand,
See  Venus  on  her  native  ocean  (land.
As  from  the  wave  in  full-blown  charms  {he  fprings,
And  from  her  hair  the  dropping  moiflure  wrings,
Juno  and  Pallas  view  her  with  amaze:
In  filence  on  the  lovely  tablet  gaze  :
No  more  at  beauty’s  envied  prize  repine,
But  to  the  pictur’d  fair  the  willing  palm  refign.

A  ftill  more  beautiful  defeription  has,  however,

been  given  by  Dr.  Darwin  in  his  celebrated  poem
The  Botanic  Garden.

€f  So  young  Dione,  nurs’d  beneath  the  waves,
And  rock’d  by  Nereids  in  their  coral  caves,
Charm’d  the  blue  filter  hood  with  playful  wiles,
Lifp’d  her  fweet  tones,  and  tried  her  tender  fmiles.
Then  on  her  beryl  throne  by  Tritons  borne,
Bright  rofe  the  Goddefs  like  the  {tar  of  morn;
When  w  ith  foft  fires  the  milky  daw  n  he  leads,
And  wakes  to  life  and  love  the  laughing  meads  ;
With  rofy  fingers,  as  uncurl’d  they  hung
Round  her  fair  brow,  her  golden  locks  flic  wrung;
O’er  the  fmooth  furge  on  filver  fandals  flood,
And  look’d  enchantment  on  the  dazzled  flood.

The  bright  drops,  rolling  from  her  lifted  arms,
In  flow'  meanders  wander  o’er  her  charms,

♦
Seek  round  her  fnowy  neck  their  lucid  track,
Pearl  her  white  fhoulders,  gem  her  ivory  back,
Round  her  fine  waift  and  /'welling  bofom  fvvim,
And  ftar  with  glitt’ring  brine  each  cryftal  limb.
Th’  immortal  form  enamour’d  Nature  hail’d,

And  Beauty  blaz’d  to  heaven  and  earth  unveil'd."
Of



Of  this  the  reader  will  find  in  the  correfponding

Latin  part  a  free  tranfiation  by  the  hand  of  a  learned

friend,  fo  highly  elegant  that  I  cannot  refill  the

pleafure  of  prefenting  it  to  the  public.

I  have  alfo  myfelf  added,  in  the  manner  of  a

cento,  a  more  clofe  imitation  of  Dr.  Darwin’s  lines.



Shaw, George. 1793. "Venus Dione or the Occidental Venus-Shell, Venus dione
[Pl. 163]." The Naturalist's Miscellany 5(LIII), https://doi.org/10.5962/p.310742.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/276340
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5962/p.310742
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/310742

Holding Institution 
Museums Victoria

Sponsored by 
Atlas of Living Australia

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: Public domain. The BHL considers that this work is no longer under
copyright protection.

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 13 November 2023 at 04:29 UTC

https://doi.org/10.5962/p.310742
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/276340
https://doi.org/10.5962/p.310742
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/310742
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

