BFODON HYSTRIX
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CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Capur: maxille offeze, porretee, indivife.
Apertura linearis.

Corpus {pinis acutis mobilibus undique adfperfum.
Pinnee ventrales nullee,

Lin. Syf. Nat. p. 412.

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, &,

DIODON fpharicus, aculeis bafi triquetris.
Lin. Sy, Nat. p. 413.
Diod. Ating. .
Gmel, Syfl. Nat. p. 1450.
Diod. Hyfir. v.

OSTRACION SUBROTUNDUS, aculeis undi-
que denfis, bafi triquetris.
Art. gen. 6o. Syn. 86.

- ORBIS SPINOSUS.
< Will. Ichth. p. 146.

Nullum effe terreftre nifi idem fit aquaticum, in
refutando fortafle nimium longus negavit omnino

vir doc¢tiflimus TromAs BRowN 1n libro cui titulus
¢ Pieudo-




¢« Pfeudodoxia Epidemica.”’ Et orta fane videtur
popularis haec opinio a cute externa animalium mul-
torum sequoreorum et terreftrium fere fimili; quae
hac de caufa vulgo putantur quafi quodammodo af-
finia ; adeo ut concedi aliquatenus pofiit quod ob-
fervayit ingeniofus quidem Gallus de veteribus plan-
tarum fymbolis, in fententia erroribus implicita fere
zquam efle inter falfum et verum contentionem.
Ex animalium marinorum numero quae terreftribus
refpondere creduntur vix aliud infignius quam pifcis
qui in tabula cernitur. Simul atque enim eum f{pi-
nis undique obfitum intuemur, in mentem ftatim
venit mucronata hyftricis lorica. In editione duo-
decima Syftematis Naturae difpofuir eum Linnzus
inter zantes: (rectius dixiflet nantia.) Phyficis an-
tem recentioribus, quibus amplior anatomices cog-
nitio, vifum eft id genus animalia ab amphibiis dif-
fociare, et verum in locum apud ptices amovere.
In oceanis Indicis et Americanis pracipue reperitur
Diodon Hyftrix, crefcitque interdum in longitu-
dinem pedum duorum; at ut plurimum, multo mi-
nor eft.  Color fufco-pallet. Aculei juxta bafin tri-
anguli. Spinas poteft vel erigere vel deprimere,
corpufque vel inflare vel contrahere. Claudet hanc
defcriptionem quod {ubtilitur et acute, ut folet, ob-
fervavit auctor ille quem in initio memoravi.

Quod fi pro conceflo habeatur eadem nomina tum
terreitribus tum zquoreis animalibus commode fa-
tis pofle imponi, rigida tamen ratiocinandi lege non
nomina dare marinis, fed ab iis fua derivare debent
terreftria.  Qui enim prius exiftebant maris incole
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priores etiam in ipfa natura adepti funt appellationes.
At quoniam eos non nominavit Adamus qui ter-
renis pro vario ingenio titulos dedit, ab iis qui Ada-
mum {ecuti {funt ad arbitrium vocabantur, habita ra-
tione animalium quea ipfi in terris viderant, quaque
affinia putabantur, qua autem {ibi propria et pecu-

liaria vocabula habebant ad hos utpote prius creatos
nihil fpectantia.



THE

PORCUPINE DIODON.
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GENERIC CHARACTER.

Jaws confifting of undivided bony procefles.
Body covered on all fides with fharp moveable
{pines.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER, &e.

DIODON of an almoft {pherical fhape, with the
{pines triangular at their bafe.

THE PRICKLY GLOBE-FISH.
THE PORCUPINE FISH.
THE SEA PORCUPINE.

That all land animals ¢ are in their kind, in the

“ {ea,’”” is a popular opinion, commemorated, and
with unneceflary prolixity oppofed and confuted by
the learned Sir Thomas Brown, in his well-known
work the Pfeudodoxia Epidemica, or Vulgar Errors.
This idea {eems to have arifen from a general refem-
blance which fometimes takes place between the ex-
ternal coating of {everal marine animals, and that of
fome









fome terreftrial ones, which may therefore be faid,
according to common conceptions, to be in fome
degree allied ; and, confidered in this point of view,
what has been affirmed by an ingenious Frenchman
of the old doctrine of botanical fignatures, may
in great meafure be granted, viz. that the notion,
though loaded with errors, may be allowed upon
the whole to contain almoft as many truths as *falfe-
hoods. Amongft the animals which ftand as exam-
ples of this allowable nomination, the fith repre-
fented on the plate may ferve as a remarkable in-
ftance ; its {piny appearance naturally bringing to
mind the quilly armour of the porcupine. This
animal in the twelfth edition of the Syftema Nature
of Linnzus, was ranked under the particular divi-
fion of Amphibia termed Nantes, or (as it might
with more propriety have ftood,) Nantia. From a
more accurate knowledge however of their anatomi-
cal ftructure than was then known, the naturalifts
of the prefent day have pretty generally agreed to re-
move thefe creatures from the Amphibia, and to re-
mand them to their proper fituation amongft fifhes.

The Diodon Hyftrix is principally found in the
Indian and American feas, and grows to a confide-
rable fize ; having been feen of the length of about
two feet. Its more general fize is however much
{maller. Its colour is a pale brown; and the
prickles are of a triangular thape towards their bafe.
The Diodon has the power of ereCting or deprefling
its {pines in a great degree, as well as of inflating
or contracting its body.

In



In addition to what has been faid, I fhall beg leave

to give a quotation from the learned author men-
tioned at the beginning of this paper, as a curious
inftance of the peculiar exactnefs and deep {pecula-
tions of that celebrated writer.
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* Moreover if we concede that the animals of one
clement might bear the names of thofe in the
other, yet in ftri¢t reafon the watery productions
thould have the prenomination : and they of the
land rather derive their names from, than nomi-
nate, thofe of the fea. I'or the watery plantations
were firft exiftent, and as they enjoyed a priority
in form, had alfo in nature precedent denomina-
tions ; but falling not under that nomenclature of
Adam, which unto terreftrious animals affigned a
name appropriate unto their natures; from fuc-
ceeding fpectators they received arbitrary appel-
lations ; and were refpectively denominated unto
creatures known at land ; who in themfelves had
independent names, and not to be called after
them which were created before them.”’
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